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INSCRIPTION, 



My Friends, and Fellow Parishioners. 

-^ painful Rheumatic affection^ has now 
confined me to my House for more than Three Years. In 
the early part of this Afflicticmy I began to collect and arrange 
what materials were, in my reach, as preparatory to the form- 
ation of our Parish History, hoping, in the humble office of 
a Compiler, to render myself still of some service to you, and 
at the same time, to enliven the cheerless hours of my own 
confinement; my efforts, however, have but in part succeeded, 
and your clemency and countenance are necessary, to foster 
the production. It is common far those who attempt such an 
undertaking, to seek support and shelter from the Great, 
who have it in their power to reward them, or, at least, to 
promote the circulation and sale of their labors, which may 
ultimately produce such a result. But this poor, neg- 
lected, friendless, and unfortunate offspring, falls like an 
illegitimate bantling, upon the Parish sufferance, and my 
solicitude is, for its support; I therefore implore you to take 
it under your saving protection. Its present suit is only 
patch-work, and of a motley hue, but infant productions of 
this kind, are never perfect. As the Infant grows up to 
Manhood^ under the care and anxiety of his Parent, so such 
productions as the present, by receiving communications and 
support from gratuitous hands, at length assume a better 
'Complexion, and a more alluring appearance; and become 
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imore pleasant, as they becorrie more perfect. J, therefore, 
conjure you, my Friends and Neighbours, to give it a general 
welcome, and tlie Overseer is requested, if he detect its vagran- 
cy in the neighbouring parishes, to shut not up his bowels of 
compassion from it ; nor, in the plenitude of his power, to 
consign it to the Poor-house, 

My residence among you, during a lapse of almost Forty- 
Jive years, of which Thirty-six were engaged in the discharge 
of the laborious duties of the Grammar School, impresses my 
mind with confidence of receiving your acquiescence in, and 
support of, this first attempt to throw some light upon past 
times within this Parish, and of eliciting your best endeavors 
to contribute to its improvement, whether by c^fmding addi- 
Jtional matter^ or correcting its unavoidable errors, which will 
jever confer the greatest obligation upon 

Tour Old Friend, 

jind Faithful Servant, 

THE COMPILER. 
Uawarden^ Oct. 10, 1822, 
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To wi-ite a Parish History, is a task of by no means 
'easy accomplishment, and oftentimes ungracious in detail, 
even where it were most to be wished acceptable. Eccen- 
tricities and faults will occasionally mingle in the best cha- 
racters, and no picture will be acceptable to a judicious eye, 
if it have not its proper share of shade and sunshine. It is 
the business of the Historian, therefore, to represent faith- 
fully, characters and things, as they rise to his inquiry, and 
his Readers will easily appreciate and apply them. Were 
the materials adequate, the Memorialist of this Parish might, 
with tolerable accuracy, represent, as in so many pictures, 
the different ages that have passed away — he might exhibit 
the Manners, Customs, and Dress of the People of each suc- 
ceeding age, and consequently mark their Impravements — 
might trace their Progress in the Arts, and pursue them thro' 
their first simple, though daring attempts, to search for the 
Minerals, hidden beneath the surface of their soil ; and note 
the change of improvement of their several Instruments, 
whether used in Mining or Agriculture. But, alas ! these 
materials are wanting ; and after rummaging heretofore un- 
disturbed shelves, of ancient, but worthless Records — decy- 
phering almost illegible Parchments, and worm-eaten bundles 
of unimportant Papers, the inquirer finds little to repay his 
labors, and even that little so unconnected, perhaps, with 
the objects of his research, that he has ample occasion to 
regret that such want of attention, should at all times have 
prevailed, of noting Memoranda for Posterity. All are 
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greatly indebted to Cromwell, Earl of Essex, for the idea <rf 
Parish Registers, (Hen. VIIL 1536) whereby the dates of 
Baptism, Marriages, and Burials, are ascertainable ; and it 
would have been well if a Second Register* had been or- 
dered, wherein the Clergyman, Clerk, or Church- warden, 
should have annually collected every other legitimate Parish 
Occurence.f Such documents through the Kingdom, would 
have afforded a vast source of information, and of course 
much intellectual pleasure; but of such records this Parish 
is particularly barren — almost a blank ; for scraps of intelli- 
gence of its Early History, must be collected from records in 
the neighboring counties, in portions of which, its great pro- 
prietors have either been principal or dependent, and from 
such distant sources is all knowledge of it derived. If, there- 
fore, this Memoir be not as complete as could be wished, it 
is as much so as present inquiry, and access to records could 
make it ; and if it should prove devoid of that information 
and amusement, which might be expected, it may yet serve 
to rouse some abler Compiler to a similar undertaking, who 
may ultimately better succeed. 

• For this Second Register, such a remark as the following, from the Register of 
St. Andrew, Holborn. London, would be better suited : — '* During the Common- 
vealtb, the Established Church lost its authority and sanctity. It was customary for 
the Banns of Marriage to be proclaimed on three market days, in Newgate Market* 
and the parties were afterwards married at a place of meeting coined the Church.^* 

f In Iceland, every Clergyman keeps a Register of the age, condition, character, 
eonduct, and ability of every person within bis Parish, for the inspection of the Vewa, 
At hit Annual Visitation. 
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A 

PENARLAG, or MONTALT, 

JLS a Market Town, in the county of Flint, seated 
upon a beautiful eminence, about six miles west of the 
city of Chester. 

At the latter end of the eighth century, about the year 
790, OfFa, Kingof Mercia, cut the Dyke, called Clawdd 
Offa, from the mouth of the river Dee, to the mouth of 
the river Wye, near Chepstow, in Monmouthshire, a 
distance of perhaps 100 miles, as a boundary betwixt 
his kingdom of Mercia, and that of Wales, and at this 
period Hawarden was under the dominion of the Mer- 
cians or Saxons, and continued so, for almost a cen- 
tury, and during this Saxon usurpation, it is probable, 
it received the name of Weorden, or Haweorden, 
which, in the Saxon language, is equivalent to the 
Welsh name, signifying the Head Land above the 
Lake. OflFa died 796. Conon Tindaythwy, was then 
Prince of Wales : he was succeeded by his son-in-law, 
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Merfyn Frych,* King of Man, who was the father of 
Roderic the Great, the next succeeding Prince anch 
Governor of Wales. He left by will, the dominion of 
North Wales, to his eldest son Anarawd, who suc- 
ceeded 877. SoOjj after this, the Britons.in Cumber- 
land, were so disturbed by the constant incursions of 
the Danes and Saxonsy that they quitted that country, 
in search of a more peaceable retreat, and directed their 
course to Gwynedd, or North Wales, under the con- 
duct of their leader, Hobert; and Anarawd, willing to 
dislodge the Saxons from a territory, which had been 
formerly a portion of Wales, granted to Hobert and 
his followers, the country lying between Conway and 
Cheshire, providing they could possess themselves of 
it. Animated by this offer, they set to work, and with 
unexampled bravery, dispossessed the Sa^^ons, and set- 
tled in their new acquisition. To recover their terri- 
tories, and if possible to wipe away their late disgrace, 
the Mercians collected a great force, and advanced 
into Wales ; but the North Britons^ assisted by Anar- 
awd, gave them such a warm reception, that victory 
was the consequence, and they afterwards remained in 
possession. Anarawd died 913, and was succeeded 
by his eldest son, Edwal Foel. In 939, Cadelh, the 
son of a Welsh Nobleman, was seized by the English, 
for some now unknown cause, and thrown into prison. 
To revenge this indignity, Elwal, and his brother Elis, 

* Cilmen Troed-dda, the ancestor of the Glynne family* was cooteroporary with, 
this Prince. 
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collected a body of forces, and advanced against the. 
enemy,, but were unfortunately both slain in battle. 
Edwal left six sons, Meyric,^. Jevaf, Jago,; Conan,. 
Edwal Fychan, and Roderic ;— Elis left one son, Co- 
nan, and a daughter, named Trawst,* who was the 

« The Welsh having recovered the country, from Conway to Chester^ 
there is reason to believe that Sitsylht, who married Trawst, was made Go* 
▼enior orPenarl^g, or Hawarden Oaslle>— a very important trust, as being on- 
the borders of their enemies, the Ittercians ; and this is further corroborated 
, by a Saxon manuscript, of the translation of which, the following is said ta 
be a true copy :• — 

" In the sixth year of the reign of Conan (ap Eiis ap Anarawd) King oj- 
(Gwyneth or) North Wales (which was about A. D. 94ft) there was in the 
Christian Temple, at a place called Harden, in the Kingdom of North Wales, 
a Rood loft, in which was placed an image of the Virgin Mary, with a very 
large cross, which was in the hands of the image, cailed Holy Rood j about 
this time there happened a very hot and dry summer, so dry, that there was 
not grass for the cattle; upon which, most of the inhabitants went and praye* 
to the image, or Holy Rood, that it would cause it to rain, but to no purpose: 
amongst the rest, the Lady Traw&t (whose husband's name was Sytsylbt, &• 
Nobleman and Governor of Harden Castle) went to pray to the said Holy 
Rood, and she praying earnestly and long, the image, or Holy Rood, fell down, 
upon her head andkilled her ; upon which a great uproar was raised, and it 
was concluded atMl« resolved upon, to try the said image for the murder of 
tiie said Lady Trawst^ and a Jury was summoned for this ^uipose, whos^ 
names, were as follow, viz. 

Hincot of Hancot, Span of Mancot, 
Leech and Leach, and Comberbeaob ^ 
Peet and Pate, with Corbia of the Gate^ 
Milling and Hughet, with Gill and Pughet ;^ 
who, upon examitfation of evidences, declare the said Lady Traws^ ta bo 
wilfully murdered by the said Holy Rood, and g«iHy of the murder, and 
ajfto guilty in not an&wering the many petitioners; but whereas the said 
Holy Rood being very old and done» she was ordered to be hanged— but 
Span opposed that, saying, they wanted rain, and it would be best to drown her 
—but was fiercely opposed by Corbin, who answered, as she was Holy Rood,. 
they had no right to kill her, but be advised to lay her on the sands of the 
River, below Harden Castle, from whence they might see what became of 

B 
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mother of Conan ap Sitsylht — GrufFydd ap Sitsylht,. 
and Blethyn ap Confyn, the two last of whom were 
afterwards Princes of Wales. 

EdwaPs children being young, Hywel Dda,* Prince* 
of South Wales, and Powis, was chosen Governor of 

ber, wbioh was accordiDgly doDe;f sooq after which, the tide of the sea came 
and carried the said image to some low land (beiug ao island) near the walls 
of the city called Caer Leon (supposed Chester,) where it was found the-* 
next day, drowned and dead ; upon which the inhabitants of Caer JLeoD,. 
buried it at the plaee where foand,,and-erected a monument of stone over 
ity with this inscription :^- 

" The Jews^ their God did crucify^. 

The Hardeners their's did drown ; 

'Cause with their wants she'd not comply,. 

And lies under this cold stone. 
It is supposed the abore inscription caiised the low land to have the appliea- 
tipn of Rood Sye^ or Rood Dee, being the name given to that River, on this 
occasion, for before it was called the River Usk." 

t Solon» the Grecian Legislator, to shew his abhorrence of murder, created a law, whereby 
inanimate things that were the cause of any person's death, should be immediately banished 
the Kingdom. 

• Hywel Dda has been dignified with the title of the Welsh Justinian,, 
though the principles upon which he founded bis laws had been long ac- 
knowledged. To form some idea of the rudeness of these times it may be 
sufficient to observe, that the Royal Mansion, consisted only of a great h«U 
parlour, buttery, stable^ dogkennel, granary, bake-house, and bed-rooms. 
The beds were ofstraw, and such was the casean Bngland, even in Ihe 13tb 
century. The great Officers of the Court were, the Mayor of the palace,, 
domestic Chaplain, the^Steward, the Falconer^^he Court Justiciary, the 
President of the Grooms, the Huntsman, the Poet, and the King's Seijeant,. 
who had to command silence in the King's hall,, at diniier,.by striking upoa 
a particular pillar. Inferior people slept upon rushes, covered with a coarser 
olotb. Sbakespear in Henry the 4th, makes Owen Glyndwr say, 
<* She bids you 

Upon the wanton ruthe$ lay you down, 
And rest your geuUe head upon ber lap."' 
Kay, so late ass Henry the 8th, Brasmus ascribes the frequent disorders in» 
England, to nastiness and slovenly habits ^.-he says, the floors are commonly^ 
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North Wales, and his prudence justified the choice* 
He died 949 ; Jevafand Jago, sons of Edwal, succeed- 
ed, Meyric being set aside from incapacity. These 
two brothers made themselves masters of South Wales, 
and Powis. In 965, Edgar King of England, wasted 
their country on account of the non-payment of a tri- 
bute which had been imposed by King Athelstan, 933, 
and in part allowed by the laws of Hywel Dda ; but 
-which was now commuted for an annual tribute of 300 
Wolves' heads,* a scheme which in little more than 
two years, eradicated the whole race. In 968, Jago 
laid hands upon his brother Jevaf, and kept him a 
perpetual prisoner. In 972, Hywel the son of Jevaf, 
vanquished his uncle Jago, and succeeded to the Go- 
vernment, but Jago having fled to Edgar King of Eng^ 
land, engaged him in his cause, and advanced with a 
victorious army through this parish as far as Bangor, 



of clay strewed with rushes, under which lies an ancient collection of beer, 
grease, bones, spittle, excrements of dogs, and cats, and every thing that is 
filthy. Hollinjshed also informs us, that the houises consisted in wattling, 
plaistered with clay, with scarcely a chimney to the houses, even in large 
towns, and that people slept on straw pallets, with a round log under their 
beads for a pillow, and almost all their utensils were Of wood. In their 
Feasts it was customary vith the Welsh always to stand and wait upon their 
guesls-this was a very ancient custom. When Abraham entertained the 
three Messengers on their way from 8al«m to Sodom, he took butter, and 
milk, and the calf which he had dressed, and set it before them, and stood by ^ 
them under the* tree, and they did cat. 

• Solon flourished about 600 years before the Christian Era. Edgar King 

' of England, lived 960 years after the Christian Era. The former extirpated 

Wolves out of the Kingdom of Attica, by giving a reward of five drachmas upon 

-every'TFe.Wolf, and the latter extirpated that ravenous breed from England 

and Wales, by laying a tribute as above upon the Welsh. 
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where Hywel was compelled to submit to terms, and 
admit his uncle Jago to a share in the Government. 
After this adjustment the two Princes accompanied 
the King back to Caer Leon, or Chester, where by 
appointment he was met by Kenneth King of the 
Scots, Malcolm King of Cumberland, Macon King 
of Man, Dyfuwal, Sifrethus, and Ithel, three Britis^h 
Kings, and these eight Princes rowed him up the 
River Dee, from his Palace to the Monastery of St. 
John Baptist, and back again.* In 977, Hywel quar- 
relied with his uncle Jago, marched against him, seiz- 
ed fcim, and kept him a close prisoner. In 984, irritat- 
ed by the incursions of the English into his territories, 
he advanced with an Army into England, but perish- 
ed in the expedition, and left no issue. His brother 
Cadwalhon succeeded, but was soon dispossessed by 
Meredith, the son of Owen, Prince of South Wales, 
who in his turn was compelled to surrender North 



* In Edgar's reign the vice of druiikeDness (said to be introduced bj the 
Danes) bad risen to sach an alarming height, that through the advice of 
DuDstan, it was ordained that drinking cups should have in^hom knobs, or 
pins, or pegs of brass, or other- materials, at certain distances, and that no 
person, under a stated fine, should >drink himsell^ or cause others to drink 
at one draught, more than was contained between two of those. knobs, &c. 
Hence the compressions <* a merry peg, or « merry pin, a peg too high, or a 
peg too low» peg for peg, &c." but this proved an injury, rather than a.good, 
and caused more excess in drinking. Jack Cade, in Shakespeare's Henry 6th 
says, « The three hooped pot, shall have ten hoops ;" and in Nash's Pierce 
Penniless, 1595, it is said, " I believe hoops in quart pots were invented to 
that end, that every man should take his hoop and no more." Gaming to 
excess was of Saxon origin ; the loser was often a slave to the winner^ and 
^sold in traffic like other merchandise. 
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Wales, in 999? to Edwal, the son of Meyric, the rightful 
heir. In his reign Swane the son of Harold, landed 
in North Wales, and in endeavouring to oppose his 
progress, EdwaK was slain, leaving behind him an in- 
fant son, named Jago. " Woe unto that Kingdom 
whose Prince is a child !^ A man of the name of 
Aedan, without any claim, and almost unknown, had 
now the address to get himself preferred to the Go- 
vernment, 1003, and reigned twelve years without 
eflfecting any thing worthy of record : at length, about 
the year 1015, Llewelyn ap Sitsylht laying claim to 
North Wales, as descended from Trawst, daughter to 
Elis, second son of Anarawd, who was the eldest son - 
of Roderic the Great ; and to South Wales^ as having 
married Angharad, the daughter and heiress of Mere- 
dith, Prince of South Wales, now asserted his pretend- 
ed right, and advancing in battle against Aedan, slew 
him, together with his four sons. Llewelyn in his ge- 
neral Government was prudent and moderate, and 
might be called a tjourageous and prosperous Prince ; 
but about the year 1023,* Hywel, and Meredith, sons 
of Edwyn, conspired against him and slew him, leav- 
ing an only 4son, Gruffydd ap Llewelyn, a minor. Jago, 
the true heir, now succeeded, being in vain opposed by 

* An Irish M. S. in the Stow Library, wntten before 1064, records, that 
DoDDchad, and Teig, brothers, reigned joint Kings of Munster, and that 
Teig was murdered at the instance of his brother, 1023. After which fol- 
lows ^* Leobelin Ri Britain m. c.*' that is Llewelyn King of the Britons died 
this year. After the name Llewelyn, its origin is marked by the separation 
of the two words Leo-Belini, i. e. the JUod of the God Baal. Bel or Belinus 
was the God of the Druids. 
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Hywel, and Meredith, who sometime afterwards met 
with a merited death. In 1037, Gruffydd ap Llewelyn 
ap Sitsylht, rebelled against Jago, who was slain in 
battle, leaving a son named Conan^ ahd Gruffydd suc- 
ceeded to the Sovereignty. He was a powerful Prince, 
and spiritedly defended his territories, against the Eng- 
lish and Danes. In 1054, Algar Earl of Chester, was 
convicted of treason by King Edward the Confessor, 
and being banished, fled to Gruffydd for protection 
and support, and after a successful battle fought near 
Hereford, he obtained his pardon, and got him rein- 
stated in his Earldom. Two years after this, 1056, 
Algar again fell into the like disgrace, and being again 
protected by Gruffydd, Edward was so provoked, that 
he dispatched an Army into North Wales, and burnt 
his Palace, at Ruthlan, together with his Fleet in the 
harbour. At the same time, the English under Harold; 
the son of Earl Godwyn, were making advances into 
South Wales ; in opposing whom, Gruffydd was trea- 
cherously murdered, 1064, and his head sent to Ha- 
rold, as a peace offering. Blethyn and Rywalhon, 
the half brothers of the fallen Prince, now succeeded 
at the appointment of King Edward, though Conan ap 
Jago ap Edwal was the right heir. In 1066, William 
the Conqueror, setting aside the Saxon line, establish- 
ed himself as King of England. The next year a 
rebellion was raised against the reigning Welsh Princes, 
by Meredith and Ithel, sons of Gruffydd ap Llewelyn, 
and Rywalhon fell in the conflict, 1070, after which 
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Blethyn ruled alone till 1073, when he was basely 
murdered* He is characterized as a great and valorous 
Prince, and an observer of justice and equity towards 
his subjects. Trahaem ap Caradoc, his cousin German, 
next succeeded to the injury of Gruffydd son of Conan, 
son of Jago ap Edwal. Gruffydd endeavouring to 
right himself, took possession of Anglesea, and was 
making further progress, but meeting with a reverse, 
he invited to his assistance a powerful party of Irish 
and Scotch, and with their assistance risqued a battle, 
in which Trahaem, and his adherents were all slain, 
1079. In Gruffydd, the succession returned to the 
right line, and so continued to Llewelyn ap Gruffydd, 
the last Prince of the British blood. In or about 1090, 
the Norman Conqueror, willing to possess his relations 
and friends of the principal Estates of his whole Empire, 
granted to his kinsman Hugh Lupus, whom he made 
Earl of Chester, the Lordships of Tegengl, and Ry- 
fonioc, together with all the lands lying upon the Sea 
shore, from Chester to Conway. To this period Ha- 
warden seems to have been almost overlooked by His- 
torians, but the extensive grant made to Hugh Lupus 
of the above Lordships, and the whole county of Ches- 
ter, combined with his own residence at Chester, 
and Sovereign authority (for he convened his Parlia* 
ments, and had his Courts* of Law, from which there 

* The lodictments in the Court of Common Law ran, « Contra dignita- 
tem gladii Cestris ;" he had bis Courts of Chancery, Exchequer^ and Com- 
mon Pleas. The Sword of dignitjr is {(reserved in the British Museum. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ro 

HISTORY^ OP HAWARDEN. 



was no appeal) began to give local consequence to this 
hitherto comparatively neglected spot. To support 
his own dignity^ and that of his Earldom, he created 
eight subordinate Barons : Nigel, Baron of Halton ; 
Robert, Baron of Montalt, or Hawarden ; William 
Maldebeng, Baron of Nantwieh ; Richard Vernon, 
Baron of Shipbrooke; Robert Fitz-Hugh, Baron of 
Malpas ; Hamon de Massie, Baron of Dunham ; Gil- 
bert Venables, Baron of Kinderton ; and Nicholas^ 
Baron of Stockport ; Hugo de Mara, or Hugh Filz 
Norman, was the first Norman grantee of the Che- 
shire possessions of the Barons of Montalt, viz. lands 
in Coddington,* Lea,f Boslee,J &c. &c. which pos- 

* Coddiogton is about nine miles distant from Chester j^ Hugh de Mara^ 
the founder ef the Barony of Montalt, presented this Church to the Abbey 
of St. Werburg, in Chester, 1093, which appears to be about the time of its 
foundation. The> Manor was beid- as of the Manor of Hawarden, in 
the reign of Henry the Qth, by Sir Ptiilip BotUie, who sold it to Wiiliam 
Massie, and the Manor is now vested in the Rer. Richard Massie, A. M. of 
Chester. 

f lica cum Newbold, is distant from Congleton, about five miles -,- Hugh 
de Mara, granted the tithes to the Abbey of St. Werburg ^ the Manor was. 
conveyed as hereafter to Isabella ; one part of it is now vested in the Leghs, 
of Lyme, and the other in John While, Esq. 

X Lee and Boslee, or Lee Boslee, a few miles distant from Congleton^ 
passed through the Montalts, Montacutes and Berbys, to the Leghs, but was 
given to Sir Edward Stanley, Lord Monteagle, after the battle of Flodden ; 
it afterwards reverted to the elder branch, and James Earl of Derby, sold it 
to Sir Edward Fitton, of Gawswortb, from whose decendants it passed to 
the Earl of Harrington ; Hugo de Mara, possessed also Biley, or Biveley> 
seated upon the Dane, within a mile of Middlewich. From bis successors 
it passed to the Lords of Aldford, and Richard Lord of Aldford, granted it 
to the Monks of Poulton, after their removal to Dieulacres. 
There was another Estate in this township, granted to the Abbot of Di«u1acres, 
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-sessions as well as the office of seneschal of the Earl- 
dom, were afterwards united in the person of Robert 
de Montalt, the son of Ralph, the brother of Hugh, 
-who assumed the name of his Castle, Montalt.* The 
•Barons of the Earldom had extraordinary privileges 

i>y Warin de Bivelie, in exchange for the Yill of Aavenscroll, distant ahoul 
a mile from Middle wich. See pag« 3X^ 

♦ The Writer 19 aware, that the general notion 6t the present day,is, that 
Montalt is exclusively Mold, and this innovation may not be immediately 
approved of; but he finds nothing in opposition to it, save the accidental 
resemblance of the name. Lee, in his Chronicon Cestrense, published in 
Daniel King*s Yale Royal, 1656, says *^ that Robert Baron Of Montalt, i. e» 
^e Monte Alto, that is, eontinnes he, of Hawardeo^ or Harden Castle, in 
Flintshire, was Steward of the Palatinate Earldom of Chester ; and when 
Edward Hd, confirmed the exchange between Isabella, and Montacute, it 
was for the Castle of Hawarden, and Manor thereof, for the Manors of Lee 
Boslee, and Neston, the Castle and Yill of Hold, the Seneschalship of Ches- 
ter, making Hawarden the principal place ; and upon the forfeiture of the 
Montacutes' lands to the Crown for treason (Henry 6th,) Hawarden agd 
At$ dependencieB were granted to Edward Prinee of Wales, 1451. Of this Cas- 
tle, Manor, &c. a fine was levied to the use of Richard Neville, Earl of Sa- 
lisbury, with remainder to Sir Thomas Stanley." 

Again in an Inq. 34 Edward 3(1, Will, de Botyley of Wemme, held the 
Yill of Coddingtoo, from Will, de Montacute, Earl of Sarum, as of bis CastLo 
t>f Hawarden. ' 

And again, Inq. 9 Henry 4th, David de Calvelegh, held the Manor of Leei 
from Elizabeth Countess of Sarum, as of her Manor of Hawarden. Leices- 
ter indeed, in his Prolegomena published about 1674, says, on the authority 
-of Dugdaie, that Robert, brother of Hugh Fitz Norman, assumed the name 
of his Castle Montalt, or Mold. Now as Hawarden add Mold, were the 
principal seats of tbe Barony, the accidental accordance in the names, Mold 
' and Montalt, might easily lead to such a mistake, and indeed it might receive 
its name from the owners ; but to call the small Mount upon which the 
Baron's residence was. Mens Altus, though nearly surrounded by high and 
mountainous grounds, seems to be a misnomer ; whereas Hawarden, Penarl&g, 
*the headland above the lake, may be said to be fuirly translated into Montalt, 
more particularly when seen from the seat ofihe Earldom over the Marshes, 

c 
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^pon their several Estates, which extended to the trial, 
oondemnation, and even execution of criminals. The 
situation of Montalt must of necessity have frequently 
involved the Barons thereof in the broils, and content- 
tions of the Earl paramount with his Welsh neighbour^, 
though to him alone has historical notice been princi- 
pally confined ; for in 1111, when the Earl of Ch^ter 
complained to Henry 1st, that Gruffydd ap Conan, 
permitted the men of Gronoap Owen ap £dwyn«<( Lord 
of Tegengl, to lay waste, bumi and destroy whatever was 
in their power, in the county of Chaster, it is hardly pos- 
sible that Robert de Montalt should not in some mea- 
sure have suffered with the Earl. Again in 1 145, when 
Owen Gwynedd razed to the ground the Castle of Mold, 
putting part of the garrison to the sword, and taking the 
;rest prisoners. Again, in Owen's quarrel with Randle 
Earljof Chester, Whom he defeated at Counsylbt, 1 149 5 
and lastly when Henry 2d, led his vast army through 
Chester, and encamped upon Morfa Caer Leon, that 
is upon Saltney Marsh, under the Castle of Ha warden. 

HBd itt the early idquisitioot above noto(|, HAwarden appears to be the priiv- 
cipal ieat of tbe Barbby. Moreover, wben David tbe son of Llewelyn, in. 
Taded the laods of Roger de^ontalt, at Montalt, one article in the accord 
jnade between Henry and Llewelyn wa«, tbe restitution of bis lands in Ha- 
Ivarden, to Robert tbe suceessor of Roger de Montalt. These are tbe cir- 
eumttances apon which tbe Writer grounds bis opinion* Hawarden, Mons 
Altos, gave name to Ibe Barony, and the Baron gave name to Mold. . 

Edwyn,* tbe 6th among tbe Fifteen Tribes of Wales, was titled Prince of 
Soglefield. He was Hy wel Dda's great grand-son, and resided at Llys Llan 
ISargan, or Nortbop, about tbe year 1041. He was tbennceator jofOsffjiM 
i^jndwr^ and of Owen Tudor. 
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Of the designs of Henry, the Welsh Prince Owen, 
having been previously advised, had advanced and 
pitched his camp at Basingwerk ; to surprise which, 
Henry dispatched the flower of bis Army v under hi$ 
best leaders ; but a» they parsed through Coed Ewlo, 
in this parish, they were s^t upon by David and 
Conan, sons of Owen, and driven back with gr?at 
slaughter. The King advanced through Counsylht to 
Ruthlan Castle, which he strengthen^, wd maoned ; 
and without efieeting any thing of consequence, made 
peace with* Owen. These disturbances and statQ <^c>n^ 
vulsions could not have taken place, without involying^ 
in somet degree the Barons of Montalt^ 

Robert, t&e first Baron; was succeenfed by hh $otU 
Robert, who had by his wife Leucha, three $onSy 
Ralph, Robert, and William : some time pmvious tQ 
Ae marriage of thi& Leucha, the Barons of HaltOQ, 
who had been long rtie possessors of» the -Manor, 
and Church of Nestouy had alienated tli^ sraid Church 
and Manor, to the Barons of Montatt,^ and in the reign 
of King Stephen, about the ye^r 1140, the Church of 
Neston formed a part of the dower of Li^ucha^ mid sb^i 
ill concert with her sonsr;^ Ralph, and William the in-^ 
eumbent of Neston, bestowed the ^aid Church npon^ 
the Monastery of St. Werburg, in Chester, about the 
year i 180, and this gift, upon the death of Ralph, was^ 
confirmed by his brother and successor, Robert de^ 
Montalt. Notwithstanding this gift and the confirms 
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tion thereof by the last Baron, Roger de Montalt, hi^ 
son and successor, Seneschal and Justice of Chester, 
refused to recognize the grant, and took possession of 
the Church with an armed force, and presented it to 
his younger son Ralph de Montalt. It would there- 
fore seem, that something rendered untenable this 
grant to the Monks of St. Werburg, for they purchas- 
ed the restoration of it at a very high price, viz. with 
the Manor of Brocton, now Bretton, in the parish of 
Hawarden ; the Chapel and Tenement of Sponne, the 
former of which has long since fallen into ruins, for 
Willis, in his Survey, observes, that a small part of the 
wail only, was standing in 1698^ and together with 
these the resignation of the tenths of Hawarden, to the 
Rector thereof, and a yearly pension of five marks to 
Ralph de Montalt, to whom Roger had presented it.. 
This appropriation was ratified and confirmed by Pope 
Honorius 2d, and by Clement 3d, than which autho- 
rity there could be none greater, for Pope Gregory 
yth. Anno 1075? began to extend the Papal power, by 
excommunicating every Ecclesiastic who should re- 
ceive a benefice from the hands of a Layman, and every 
Layman who should take upon him to confer such a 
benefice, and this power of investitures was retained 
by the Popes for more than four hundred, years.* 

* Thus the o£Bce of a Bishop, or Inspector, which was originally over small 
Christian communities, held at private houses, as the Bbhops at Pbiilipi. 
in time extended itself to Cities, to whole Dioceses, and at length to whole 
Principalities. 
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Roger de Montalt, died 1260, having been Chief Jus- 
tice of Chester, from the year 1257. He left issue 
two sons, John and Robert, and a sister Leucha, the 
wife of Philip de Orreby. John died without issue, 
and Robert succeeded. So far back as the year 1237, 
the Earldom of Chester, passing from the direct line, 
through want of male issue, Henry 3d, resumed it, 
and united it to the Crowiv. In 1 145, he bestowed it 
upon his son Prince Edward, afterwards Edward 1st. 
The refractory Simon de Montfort,* Earl of Leicester, 
having entered into a conspiracy with Llewelyn, Prince 
of Wales, they invaded England with an Army of 
30,000 men, and advancing into Cheshire, made great 
depredations within the Earl^s territories, and took t|;ie 
Earl himself prisoner. ' Simon de Montfort, the eldest 
son of Simon, met Llewelyn, at Hawarden Castle, 
1 264, and there, in order to promote their respective 
designs, put a stop to the war; but Edward, was 
obliged to ransom himself with the loss of his Earldom, 
which now devolved upon Leicester. Robert de 
Montdlt, also was at this juncture dispossessed of his 
lands. On the 4th of August, 1265, the Earl of 

* SimoD, Count de Montfort, was Lord of gceat possessions,, about ten 
leagues from Paris ; bis eldest son succeeded him, to whom a great inheri- 
taoce in England falling by succession, be transferred his right thereto, to 
bis younger brother Simon de Montfort, who came into England, and was 
raised to the dignity of Earl of Leicester. He afterwards flew from his 
allegiance, and joined the refractory Barons in this eventful reign ; and by 
his address became their supreme bead, and summoned a Parliament, 1365, 
which in its composition may be justly deemed the prototype of our present 
Parliament. 
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Leicester was slain, at the battle of Evesham, and tbe^ 
rebellious Barons were reduced to submission » Ia> 
1S67, Llewelyn restored to Robert de Montalt his 
lands in Hawarden. Notwithstanding the misfortunes 
of Leicester's exiled family, Llewelyn's attachment was 
unabated, and he entered into a contract of marriage 
with Eleanor de Montfort,^ the late Earl's daughter ; 
but who was intercepted on her passage to Wales, 
and kept a prisoner in the Court of England* This 
circumstance, joined with an existing misunderstanding 
and jealousy between the parties, caused an immediate 
rupture, in which Edward compelled Llewelyn, cooped 
up within the mountains of Snowdoh, to surrender, and 
to relinquish for ever, all claim to the country lying be^^ 
tween Cheshire, and the Riv6r Conway, and then 
delivered up to him his destined bride, 1277, Two 
years previous to this circumstance, Robert de Montalt 
died, viz. 1274?, and left two sons, Roger the elder, 
and Robert. This year also, Edward built Flint Cas- 
tle, and repaired and strengthened that of Bhudlan. 
The yoke of restraint imposed by Edward upon the 
Welsh, was too galling to be long endured, and was 
rendered still more so by the new settlers between 
Chester and Conway, who were continually harrassing 

• U^w^yu bftd by SUeMior 4e Mootfort, Catherine, ivbo married Pbilljp ap 
Ivor, Lor4 of Iscoedr in Cardigansbire , and bad i^sae Eleanor Gocb, who 
married Thonma ap lieweJyo* a lioeai desceodaot ofRbysTwdwr^^ioce 
•r South Wale», aod bad issue Heleo» who married Gruffydd Yyehan, iHjrd 
of QiynAytrdwi, apd Cjollaith, who had imne, amooj^ oUiers, 0we» 
Oljodwr. . 
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-and insulting them ; they therefore urged Llewelyn^ 
to make another effort for the recovery of their ancient 
independence. To render this more feasible, a recon- 
ciliation was contrived between Llewelyn, and his 
brother David, who had become the friend of Edward, 
and whom he had lately created Earl of Derby ; this 
was effected, and the Earl swore that he would ever 
after consider Edward as the inveteiate enemy of his 
country. The brothers accordingly 4;ook the field in 
the spring of 1281, and David, having defeated a body 
of troops sent to oppose him, made Lord Clifford pri- 
soner in Hawarden Castle. Edward, with all possible 
dispatch, raised an Army, adequate to the expedition, 
and marched it through Shotwick into Wales, and 
again compelled Llewelyn to shelter himself within the 
fastnesses of Snowdon. From this place he was after- 
wards induced to risque a battle upon the plain, where 
he was finally defeated!, himsdf slain, and 2000 of bis 
men left dead upon the field, 1982. David, who sur- 
vived him, was soon after betrayed to Edward, and 
sent in chains to ShrewsKury^ where he was tried by 
his Peers, as Earl of Derby, and sentenced to be hang- 
»ed, drawn, and quartered. His head, with that of 
Llewelyn, was fixed upon the walls ofthe Tower of 
London, and his quarters were sent to York, Bristol, 
Northampton, and Winchester. Thus perished the last 
.ancient Sovereigns of Wales. 

About the year 1986, Roger de Montalt, confinn6ii 
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to Sir Richard Massy, of Tatton, all those lands and 
tenements, cum boscis et wastis, which he had of the 
grant of Raufe, the son of William de Hawarden,* in 
the township of Legh, distant about five miles from 
Knutsford, and this deed of confirmation is witnessed 
by Robert Grosvenor, Esq. then Sheriff of Cheshire. 
This portion of the lands, of the Montalts, has descend- 
ed to Wilbraham Egerton, of Tatton, Esq. M. P. 
Roger de Montalt, died without issue, some time 
after 1304 ; for in that year, he granted to Hugh 
Brickhull, (see page^ 3 ) the Manor of Bretton. At his 
death, he was seised of the Manor of Framesden^, 
in Suffolk, and also of the Manor of Castle Rising- 
ham, as well as of the Manors of Hawarden, Neston, 
Lee, &c. &c. He was succeeded by his brother 
Robert. This Robert, was the last of the family of 
the Montalts, and through want of issue, settled his 
lands upon Queen Isabella,'!' with remainder to John 
of Elthamjif the King^s brother, and the King con- 



* It U diffioalt to ascertain who this Will, de Hawarden was : it is plain, 
however, that he was not in fnll authority to make this grant, as a farther 
confirmation would not have been necessary. A William de Hawarden, was 
SherilT of Chester, 1267 ; perhaps this William made the grant, though this 
admission would lead to further difficulties, for the like distinction attaches 
to ten persons ai least, either as Sheriffs, or Mayors of Chester, from 1267, 
to 1508; if they had been legitimate branches of the Montalts, there had been 
no necessity for passing their property to Queen Isabella. 

f This infamous woman, the daughter of Philip the Fair of France, and 
the Qaeen of Edward 2d, died 1367, at Castle Rising, in Norfolk, where she 
had been confined since the execution of her favourite Mortimer, 1330. 
Montalt died about 1327, and was buried at Shuldam, in Norfolk. 

t John of Eltbam, was the second son of Edward 2d, and Queen Isabella, 
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finned an exchaqge between WiHi?im de Montacutp, 
Eari of Salisbury, and Queen Isabella, his mother, of 
one thousand marks, issuing from tin mines in Cornr 
wall, for the Castle and Manqr of Jlawarden ; the M^t 
nors of Lee, Boslee, and Neston, the Ca;§tleand Vill of 
JMold, and the Seneschalship of Chester.* Thig Johu 
x>f ElthapQ, was create4 E^rl of Cornwall, in Parlia- 
ment, 1328* 

Sir WiUiftm de Monta^ute, Earl of Ssuli^bury, apd 
now proprietor of the Castle, ^nd MmQX of Hayvaiden? 
&c. &c, i« .characterised ns ^ mi^OfmimQus and geij^rr 
oqs person, and stiled by Mr. Spe^edi ta^ thp chi^ ^t^f 

and 80 named from l»is beiogf bprn there. It was itf thys Palace, (hat Ktii|f 
.Edward the III. gave a su'mptaous entertainment to bis prisoner King John 
of France. It was also here, that jCtog Henry the Y III. in 1516, created 
Sir Bdward ^8tMlleJ, Baron Montea]^^, f^r hi« A^ry^o/aa a^ IHp^.da^ ^'^^ 
See page. Zj^ 

* Here terminated the direct line of the Montalts; but It appears, that 
the Gerards and Domvilles, are descended from younger branch^, and in 
«1I probability the Crewes, who bea^ their Ar^9. 

The mesne manor of the township of Over Ajderley,in Cheshire^ ^asheld 
by Robert de Montalt, under the Barooa of Hakon, which manor, together 
with the lands not settled on the Pfo^pp paased.to |i|t aun| Lctuc^a, wife 
of Phtiip de Orreby, of Alvanley, sole representative in blood jof this family 
—she had issue one daughter, Agnes, wife of W^alkdin de Arderne, to which 
fimily this manor passed, and is at pr^ep^t l^^sfessed .by l^pr^ Arfl^, pS 
Alvanley. Aivanley was originally Hiigh de Mark's: it pass^ Cr9m b^ 
descendants to the Fitz Alans, and from them to the Orrebjs. 

THE ARW8 OF TAB MOVTALTS. 

Azure, a Lion i^ampant. Argent. 

•CREST.—On ft wreathe a Lion's gamb erect und eri^ed, Arfl;ent,^fuiping aa 

Oak branch vert. Acorns Or. 

•Sf KW.— J^awar^en ai|d M^l^ 

D 
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in the firmament of England. He married, at the in- 
stance of Edward 3d, Mary, the last of the family of 
Goddard Cronan, King of Man, but whose rights were 
now seized, and usurped, by John Baliol, King of 
Scotland. To recover these, the King furnished him 
with soldiers, and shipping, with which he succeeded 
against Baliol, and was crowned and stiled King of 
Man, 1344.. His son. Sir William de Montacute, sold 
the Isle of Man, and its royalties, to Sir William Scroop, 
1393. Scroop, afterwards Earl of Wiltshire, was be- 
headed, and Henry 4th granted the Island to Henry 
Percy^ Earl of Northumberland ; he being a turbulent 
hot beaded man, fell under an attainder, but was re- 
stored to all his honors and lands, except the Isle of 
Man, of which he was deprived by Act of Parliament, 
and the King, in the sixth year of his reign, granted it 
to Sir John Stanley, his heirs and successors, for ever, 
with all its royalties, 1406. To return to the Monta- 
cutes ; their Jands were this year, 1406, .forfeited for 
treason, and in the succeeding reign, Henry 5th granted 
the Advowson ,of Hawardea> as well as the Lordship 
-and Castle, to Thomas, Duke of Clarence ; but he 
being slain in bs^ttle, 1420, the gr^t returned to Henry 
;5th, and from him to his son, Henry 6th, who granted 
It, 1443, to Sir Thomas Stanley, Controller of his 
Household.^ lii 1450 it was resumed, and granted, 
1451, to Edward, Prince of Wales; but in the year 
145^4 (Henry 6th) a fine was levied of the Castle and 
Manor of Hawarden, &c. &c. to the use of Richard 
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Neville, now Earl of Salisbury, by the Marriage of 
Alice his wife, daughter and heir of Thomas de Mon- 
tacute,* and grand daughter to John, whose lands were 



• Perhaps there are nbt in history two men of more extraordinary charac- 
ter, thau Richard and George Neville, who were the issue of this match. 
Richard, the eldest, was that famous Earl of Warwidk, and Salisbury, who 
was dignified by thb titid of King-niaker; he dethroned Henry TI. and 
placed the Crown upon the heiid of Edward the IV. who, now considering 
himself fixed upon' the Throne, ga^e loose to an immoderate love of women, 
apon which the Ear! advised him to marry, and to connect himself with 
Bonn, Princess of Sdvoy : to this the Xing' consented, and the Earl was im. 
mediately dispatched to negotiate a treaty of marriage, bu^, daring his ab- 
sence, his Majesty espoused Elizabeth WoodTille,- daughter of Sir Phillip 
WoodTille ; whether this was the cause, or the exaltation of the Woodville 
family, in preference to his own, is now too distant to determine, but the 
Earl levied forces against Edward,* and dethroned him, again setting the 
Crown upon the head of Henry : but a decisive and bloody battle afterwards 
fought at Barnet,' I4th April, 1471, terminated in the death of Warwick,f 
and Edward succeeded to the Thronew Shakespear.e has made the dying. 
Earl his own historian.- 

These eyes which now are- dimm'd with death's black- veil,. 

Have been as piercing as the mid- day son, 

To search the secret treasons of the world : 

The wrinkles in my> brows, now fill'd with blood, 

Wereliken'd oft to Kingly sepulchres ; 

For who liv'd King,fbut I could dig his grave? 

And who durst smile when Warwick bent his brow I 

Lo ! now my glory^ smeer'd in dust and blood ! 

My parks, my walks,; my manors which, I had,, 

E'en now forsake me, and of all my lands. 

Is nothing left me but my body's length ! 

Why, what is pomp, rule, reign, but earth amd dust ? 

t The Eaii of Salisbury had four sons,- the thirds Sir Thomas'NeTille, was slain at the battle 
of Wakefield, the last day of the year, 1480 j when the l&irl himself was taken prisoner, and soon 
after beheaded at Poiiffret. ffis fointh son, JohnNeTille, at the battle of Hexham, 1463, defeat- 
«d Queen Margaret, and was in come^uence made Earl of Northumberland, which title he 
afterwards resigned on being created Marquess of Montague. Here perhaps we may note the 
change of the names ; Camden says, the surname Montacute, was changed to Montague i thit 
seems confirmed byaa inscription in Norwich Cathedral, over the Itemed Richard Montague, 
Bishop of Norwich. *' Depositum Monucuti Episcopi, 1641.** The Marquesa fell with' hi* 
brother at Bamet. Both were buried at Bishara, in Berkshire, in the Priory founded by the 
ancestors of the House of Montague. 



Digitized by 



Google 



22 

HISl^^OHY OF HAWARDEK. 



forfeited, with reitiaioder to their son-in-law, Sir Tho- 
mas Stanley, afterwards created Lord Stanley, and hts 

eetfrge Nevrtte irt bts instafanent into the Bee of Yerk the lOih of Bdward 
the IV. 1470, eatertained most of the Nobility, and Clergy, and bis bill of fare 
was as follows:— 300 qrs. of wheat, 350^ tons of alo, 410 tons of wine, 1 pipe 
of spiced wine, 80 fat oxen, 6 wild bulls, 1,004 wethers, 300 hogs, 300 calves, 
3,000, ^eese, 3,000 qapons, 300 pigs, lOO eurlicus, IO«l peacocks, 200 cranes, 
30il kids, 2,000 chickens, 4,000 pigeons, 4,000 rabbits, 204 bittertis, 4,000 
ducks, 200 pheasants, .600 partridges, 2000 wooftcocks, 400 plovers, 100 
quails, 1,000 egrets— heron kind, 200 roes, 400 biioks aad does, 1,506 hot 
pasties, 4,000 cold pasties, 5,000 dishes aCjeWj, 4,000 eold ousUrds, 2,000 
hot custards, 300 pike, 300 bream, 8 seals, 4 .porpnsses, and 400 tarts, in 
all 45,112 distinct articles, besides 9^400 bushels offbeat, 26,«K).grallouS4>r 
wine,, and 67,200 gallons of ale. .At this feast the Earl of Warwick wm 
Stewtird, the Earl of Bedford, Treasurer, liord Hastings, Controller, l^000» 
servitors, 62 cooks, and 6io menfail servants' in the kitcfaeD^ . 

tSmMfMre ibis with ^ttiie'bill bf fatre fbr the Cdronatioto ban^dt of George 
the TV. ISth July, WS^I.— *744!»b6.'of bfe6f, 7tft&lbs. of'vetil, ^;474lbs. of 
tehtton, !^4iiMrt^^ of house lattfb, 2t> f«gs ^f <faoi^ famb,'5'^dd)^s bf'iahib, 
55 quarters of grass lamb, 160 lamb sweetbreads, 289 eo^^beels, '40o tealVi^' 
ieet, 250lhs.'df sii^t, leogeeAe, 720 pullets aifd ^^pOns, TOlO chickens, 520 
fowls, 1730lbs. of bacon, «l»lbs. ^iftofl, ^I2lbs. 6f Mitter, 84 hundreds of 
eggs. Hot— 80 torecns of ti»tle, 4o«f Hoe,.40 of vei^cteRi, 90 -dfehes of lur- 
bot,40ortrbut,40t>f ^tilti]km,^80 j<»iittsnf vea^n, 160di«hes 6f v^getabl^^^ 
sauceboats of lobsters, 120 butter, 120 «ttliit. Gdid— (SD tlish^s 6f ham, 80 
savoury pies, 80 dishes 4[)f -daubed geese, ISO tiishfes of it^oiiry 'b^es, 1190 
side dishes of vftrtouatsoits, 390 dishes ^f^mowntedtpabtry, 330 -dt^faes of small 
pastry, 400 dishes orjellies»a«M]'«ft^mB,t80^4i^he8\)f lobtitets, 80 Of cray fish,, 
and 160 of roast foi^.-^Wln^s, 85O«tl<i0fcB.^Puneh, 100 ^^Hons.«-Ale 
and Beer, 100 barrels. 

Connected with the quarrel of' Warwick and 'Edward, Is the introduction 
of printing into this country. William Caxtoo is joined with k. White- 
hm, l464,1ta'a'66mt^i^dori 'froin 'fedwatdlV,. to 6oncrude a treaty of coln- 
inercet>etween him an4 the Duke of Burgundy, the which having efiected^ 
he renainad'ftbtvad, findiiftehvilrds 'resided ibr aome tine «at>tbe Court «f 
the Dtt(JlW?ss'bf&iliyfetrndy, King Edward>s sister, who married the succeeding 
buke»l468. This shews that Edward and'Gaxton were known to each 
«kher,>alid when War^i<!k eobtpe^ed Edward to' estfipe^ibto^FlAtt^ers, there 
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Iteirs mate, TWs Lord Siariley died July 29tb, 1.504, 
and in his Will titles himself Thonaas, Eari of Deo-by., 
Lord Stanley, Lord of Man, and Great Constable of 
England^ He was CPeated Earl of Derby after the 
itoiittle of fioswordi, by Henry 7di,for his servicea, and 
Arm aUachmeot to hvm, at the risque of the life of bt^ 
pledged «on ^nd heir, Lord Strange,* The Earl's hto- 
^ber, Sir W'iftiam Stanley, <>f Hok Castle, in Denbigh- 
shite, equally coirtrrbutQd to the fortune of this event- 
ful day, for, at a critical juncture of the battle, when 
Kemiy^ iiopes were in evident danger, he brought 
SmO horse and foot d»to the fidld, and not only rescued 
^be Prince, but gave him victory, and crowned 4iim 
-upon the field of battle :| yet did this avaricious, and 
tmgratefol King, lupon a slight and unfounded suspi- 
doa ©f Sir Wilham^s feivoring the cause of Perkin 
Warbeck, raiiise hhn to be beheaded, and seized upom 
Jus /Castie <tof Hok, ^wheEcin were 40,®00 marks of mo- 

HpanbemUedodbtbuttbeybaaioteroojurse withfMoh other; Tor aenti-. after 
Edward's reluro -to Eogiand, and sa^scesafal enterpriEo against Warwick, 
'Cajtton aiso r^tUroed with ' his prinling press, under Royal protection. At 
CxilogdPi Caxton /beoaaie acqaainted with Wyokjn de Wopde, who had for> 
merjy connected himself with John Faustus, and thereby acquired the 
whole art and mystery of printing, and through the instrumentality of this 
iptoMOii,-OaxAon e^tabK^hed the^tt ofiprinting in England. 

• *«.,. ■ TelldaiohmQnd, 

That in the stye ef*this most bloody boar, 

'My son Oeorge Stanley is frank'd up iu bold ; 

If I revolt, off goes young Qeorge's head ; 

The fear of that withholds my present aid.'-SHAK.'' 

f " Lo ! here. these long usurped royalties 

iFram the red temples of this bloody wretch 

Have T pluck'd off, to grace thy brows withal."— Shae. 
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ney, together with plate, jewels, &c. and a yearly rental 
of ^'3,000 in land. 

In July, 1494, Henry 7th visited Hawarden Castle, 
attended by the Earl ofi Derby, and other Nobles, and 
in June, 1495, proceeded to Knowsley and Latham, 
where he stopped about a month with his mother, the 
Countess of Richmond and Derby, and his father-in- 
law, the Earl of Derby, and then returned to London. 

Sir Edward Stanley, the 5th son of the aforesaid 
Earl of Derby, was a hero from his youth, and distin- 
guished himself at the battle of Flodden Field, by win- 
ning the Hill, and relieving the English^ 1513, where- 
upon the King (Henry 8th) commanded, that whereas 
his ancestors bore the eagle in their crest, he should be 
proclaimed the Lord Monteagle, and by this* title he 
was summoned to Parliament, Sth Feb. 1514. Wil- 
liam, the grand son of this Sir Edward, left an only 
daughter, Elizabeth, the wife of Edward Parker, Lord 
Morley, by whom she had a son named William, who 
was created by James 1st, Lord Morley and Mont^ 
eagle, and was the very person to whom that obscure 
letter was directed, which prevented the destruction of 
the Lords and Commons in the Parliament House, 
1605, by that nefarious plot, still commemorated on 
the 5th day of November. 

Edward the 3d Earl of Derby, and son of Thomas 
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the 9(1 Earl, was left a minor, under the guardianship of 
nine Ecclesiastics and four Lay Gentlemen, amongst 
whom were Cardinal Wolsey, the Arch-Bishop of 
York, and the Lord Chancellor. This Edward was in 
hi^ estimation and authority under Henry 8th. He 
was elected a Knight of the Most Noble Order of t^ie 
Garter, on the accession of Edward 6th. He was High 
Steward to Queen Mary, l56Sj and a Privy Counsellor 
to Queen Elizabeth. lie died Chamberlain of Ches- 
ter, 1573- 

Ferdinand, the son of Henry, the 4th Earl of the 
Hlustrious House of Derby, succeeded to the immense 
estates of his forefathers 1594, but died 1596. During 
his short possession, one Hesketh was sent from the 
King of Spain to him, oflFering to crown him King of 
England ; but he brought* him to the Queen and Coun- 
.cil, where he was arraigned, found guilty, and hanged. 

• 

William the 6th Eari, and Proprietor of Hawarden 
Castle, Manor, &c. succeeded his brother ; his travels, 
martial exploits, and heroism, have been highly extol- 
led. He was involved in long and vexatious litigations 
in recovering his estates from the three daughters of his 
late brother Ferdinand, who had taken possession dur- 
ing his absence abroad : being advanced in years, 
he made a grant and surrender, dated 11th August, 
1637, of all his lands to his son James, Lord Stanley 
jEUid Strange, reserving only to himself ^£'1000 per ann- 
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Upon which he purchased a convenient houae^ not fer 
distant from the River Dee, where he spent the re- 
mainder of his life, and died September S9th, 1649. 

James his son, the 7th Earl, was greatly distinguisb- 
ed for learning, prudence, loyalty, and valour, for the 
exercise of all which, he had ample occasion, and at 
all times proved himself the worthy possessor of such 
great and amiable qualities, bn the great Rebellion 
he repaired to King Charles, at York, after he was 
driven from White Hall, and was his real friend thro* 
all his misfortunes, and upon his death Jan. 30, 1649, 
he attached himself to his son Charles 9d. with equal 
sincerity. After the unfortunate battle of Worcester, 
3d of Sept. 16^1, his Lordship conducted his Majesty 
to a friend's house, afterwards femous for the Royal 
Oak, but in attempting his own escape, he fell into the 
hands of the enemy, who sent him to Chester, where 
he was tried by a pretended court-martial of twelve se- 
questrators,* and committee men, by wliom he was 
condemned to be behejeided at B<^tOQ, within four days, 
and this sentence he underwent 15tb Oct 1651 .f 



* An offioe whicli I^r. Swift mjt, always fiiils ioto tb« ino^t IcQavisfa jhands. 

f Neston^ liereiofore altaobed t* Havarden, coBtinued .in the Derby 
family tili William the 9tb Earl of Derby, alicDated it to William Whitmore 
of LeigblOD, Esq. for tbe payment of a gaming debt. Bridget, daughter of 
WBliamWiiitmore, married TbomasSasnig^ second son of ThfltmasyYisoovnt 
Savage, and bad issue Darode Savjige, Esq. of Beestoo and Leighton, »|iose 
daughter aod heiress Bridget, married Sir Thomas Mostyn, Bart, and be- 
«amelbe Ancestress «fl4ie present 'Sir Thomas Mostyn, Bart. M. P. in 
whom the manors of Neston^ and Beeston, are now vested. 
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The BgentR of sequestration were now busy, and from 
them, S^jeant Glynne, at this time in fiwror with Cfom- 
well, purchased the inheritance of Hawarden Castle 
^nd Rectory : but when the BMl for the restoration of 
his estates to Charles, Earl of Derby, had passed both 
Hoiises of Parliamfint, |7th July^ 1660, the Serjeant 
made an o&r of surrendering the whole, for a lease of 
three lives; but the Earl, not immediately accepting the 
offer, and the King refusing to give his assent to the Bill, 
was glad tp compound* with the Segeant for tfoe md 

■■ t'l yi i ii » ' i j ji ■ ' w. - n - JTi ' ■ ' . T "i.. - 8- ' ■ ' "■ ■■ I ' r: ■ » ' .- ■' "1 " ' J ' ."■■ ■ •■ ■ I r ■'■■ ,. ' t" ^ 

I The advpwsoa of the IJoly TnoUyi in Chester, apd also the custody of 
the W<it.ergj|te, wpre vested in the Barons of Montalt^ and ppntinped attach- 
ed to the fate of the manors^ as heretofore stated, 4own to the presenf: 
^ar) of Perby, with whom th« advpwsop ^tili r^ipj^ios, but tbeci^stody oftho 
Watergate was purchased by the Corporation of ChesVer, about the y^r 
1778. 

* To givi? Ml i4ea of componndlqg fior eat%f^ ii^^Jiiefie dayfi^ it may nqt be 
^^mU9 to observe that the Parliament, moved by thp prje^ an4 prayers <if 
<qdi»tressed vhres, widows, asd fiitheri«s9 cjiuldren, m|de ap pr^io^ce li^ir 
4heir r(slief,-and appointed a Commitle^ fpr 9CoiQpoi;indifig wil|i 4el^M{49^^• 

Warrington, Jnly lltb, 1645. 
Co. Lanb. 
AceordiBg to the di region 6f the ei^nanee oTPaHiametit, ft is this day 

ordered, That Mrs. Jane E— — , iate wife and relict of Thomas B-i i, 

of E « , Esq. deceased, shall have allowed unto ber for the maintenance 

^ herself and children, one fifth part of her husband's estate, according to 
the direction of the said ordinance, she paying her proportionable part of 
«lt leys and taxations- that may bo imposed upon that estate ; and the seqoes. 
trators for the same are hereby appointed to see a fifth part set forth accord- 
ingly with all convenient speed. 

Signed, T. Stanlst, P. £«««»>«, E. BvTtBBswemTH. 
When Lathom Hou^e, was surrendered to the Parliament forces, one 
of the conditions was, ** That all the Gentlemen in the House should eon- 
pound for their Estates, at one year's value. 
The Lordship of New Hall, in Essex, afterwards the seat of the Right 

E 
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Manor and Castle, and granted it to hrm and his heira, 
in whom it still remains. 

Serjeant Glynne, the possessor of this property by 
purchase, was the son of Sir William Glynne, Knt 
of Glynllivon, in the connty of Caernarvon, bom 
1602, and the twenty*«econd itt descent from Cilmin 
Troed ddu, Chief of the fourth of the fifteen Tribes 
of North Wales.* He was educated at Westminster, 
and about the year 1624, retired to Lincoln^s Inn, and 

became a distinguished Counsellor and a Bencher; 

. • 

JSoD. Lord Waltbaiq, was parobased by. Oliver Cromwell, April 2d, 1651 , for 
tbe coDsideratioD of five shillings, though the yearly value was Xl.'Kyd. 12s* 
3}d. The Barons in the rebellion of Henry the III. compounded for their 
estates^ for fire years rent, 

* The pedigree regularly ascends from the Sergeant to this Hero, wbo 
IS described with a black foot ; the origin of which distinction is thus ac- 
counted for. Cilmin had engaged, with the assistance of a Magician, to 
steal tbe books of a pernicious Demon, and had nearly escaped vengeance 
by crossing the middle of a running stream ; but he was overtaken before 
bis left leg had passed the limit, and falling into the water, the limb was 
blasted and turned black, and this circumstance has been commemorated in 
tbe family of Glynllivqu, and made tbe centre ef tbe field on their Coat of 
Arms, and it must be owned, that it is far more significant than the Oil of 
the Egyptians ; the Owl of the Athenians ; tbe Bear of the Goths -, the Eagle 
of the Romans ; the Lion of the Franks; or tbe Horse of tbe Saxons. The 
fact of the limiting power of a running stream has been corroborated by . 
Burns, in the case of a farmer at Carrick, who, having offended a Witch, at 
^rk Alloway, made the best of bis way to cross the River Doon, but the 
Hag overtook him before his horse's tail was beyond tbe limit, and in an 
instant snapped off the honors of bis rear, the seat of which, was for erer after- 
wards incapable of elongation, and the animal remained a pitiable exampl<^ 
not of bis own, but of his master's temerity and folly, so 
*< Justice gives sentence many times, 
Do one mm tox unotber's crimes.*' 
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he afterwards was Steward of Westminster, and Re- 
corder of London. In 1640 he was elected a Burgess 
for Westminster. In 1648, he was made a Serjeant 
at law. In 1654, he became Chamberlaia of Chester, 
and appointed Philip Yonge, of Shropshire, his Vice 
Chamberlain. In 1660,* he waS' chosen Knight of 
the Shire for Caernarvonshire, and Nov. 16, the same 
year, he received the honour of Knighthocki from 
Charles II. by the name of Sir John Glynne, of 
Henley Parfc, in Surrey, though he then resided on his 
estate at Bisseter, in Oxfordshire^ In 1665, he was 
.made Lord Chief Justice, of the Upper Bench, andL 
died 1666. The versatility of the Serjeant did not 
esca jxfti the penetrating eye of Butler :> 



-" Glynne and Maynardf 



To make good subjects traitors strain hard." 

The Serjeaiit^s estate at Henley Park, passed by his 
will to John Glynne, Esq. his son by his second wife, 

* At the CoronaUoo procession of Charles the 2d, this jear, his Miyesty 
and several of his Nobles, and attendants, rode very fine horses, but which' 
bad not been accustomed to the noise of drums, and other musical instpui* 
ments, usual upon such occasions^ The Duke of York, was thrown twic^, 
and the King himself was in imminent danger. Also, Serjeant Glynne's horse 
Proh nefas ! threw him, and fell upon him, and might have killed him. 
^ Tollit se adreotuffl qutidrupes, et calcibus auras 
Verberat, effusumque equitem, super ipse secutus, 
Implicat. 
t Seijeant Majnard at 9a years of age, went to eongratulate William Ibc 
3d, on his arrival in l69a The Prince complimented him, upon his having 
outlived all the Lawyers of his time: he replied, « I might have ouUived 
all the law too, ifyour Highness had not arrived." 



Digitized by 



Google 



80 

HISTORY OF HAWARDEN. 



Ann Manning, whose only daughter carried it, by mar^ 
riage, to Francis Tilney^ Esq. whose daughter and 
heiress, Elizabeth Tilney, became the wife of the late 
Earl Tilney, whose property is now inherited, together 
with a large picture of Serjeant Glynne and his hmily^ 
by Mrs. Tilney Long Wellesley. 

Wanstead House, Essex, one of the most splendid 
mansions in this or any other Kingdom, was built by 
the late Earl of Tilney, on a site prepared by his ghind-^ 
£sither, Sir Josiah Child. The pamting of Chief 
Justice Glynne and his family, by Sir Petfs| Lely,. 
ertiamented the dining-roOfn of this* house ; but the 
Hon. William Long Wellesley, the present possessor^ 
tiiough he married the heiress. Miss Tilney Long, with 
a fortune, it is said, of «£60,000 per annum, and A 
large sum in ready cash, was in June, 1833, compelled 
fo feell his ms^nific^nt furniture for the liquidation of 
his debts, ^hich are said to be so immehide as to i^ndef 
it necessary to take down die Mansion House and sell 
the ttiaterials ih sepaftite lotii, and to let the grounds 
for building leases : amidst such an horrible wrecks 
what Will be the fete of this Family Pictured 

Upon the monument of Sir Jostah Child^ in Wan- 
stead Church, ate several boys iti mourtiitig postures, 
and one^ to express the vani^ c^ life, f« blowing vp a 
bubble ! 

The family name, Child, wai3 changed to Tilney by 
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Act of Parliament, anno 1735 : 

*^Who sees pale Mammon pine amidst his store. 
Sees but a backward steward for the poor ; 
This year a reservoir^ to keep and spare. 
The next a fountain spouting thro' his Heir." 

Sir Wiffiam Glynne, the Serjeant^s son and heir by 
his first wife, Frances, the daughter of Arthur Squibb, 
Esq. was advanced to the dignity of a Baronet, 13th 
of Charles 11. 1661, and five yeara before the death of 
his^thei* ; he possessed aftd occupied a very handsome 
Seat at Burcestery in Oxfordshire, of which Church, as 
Well as that of Ambrosden, he was Patron. To this 
latter he presented the Rev. White Kennet, the Anti- 
quary, who dedicated to him his Parochial, or rather, 
his Church Antiquities.* Sir William married Pene- 
lope, the daughter of Stephen Anderson, of Eyeworth^ 
Esq. by whom he higid four sons and five daughters ; 
the two dtiest isous died young ; the other two, Wil- 
liam and Stephen, were successively Baronets.. Sir 
William i^icceeded his father, and married Mary, the 
second daughter and co-heiress of Sir Edward Evelyn, 
of Long Ditton, in Surrey, Bart, by whom he bad 
one son, William, who was of All Souls, Oxon. hut 
who difed unmarried, and before his father. Sir Wil- 
liam served in Parliament for Woodstock, in Oxford- 
* ■ ' — ■ I t 

* ^h \s & kborioiM treatisft respeMitog prlfi«ipa1ljr grants, ch&rtetB, nid 
doaatioBs made to the Molia6t«rieft and Priories «riihiii theoottnlies ofOxfiMrtiji 
and Bucks, and serve* to clironiclfr moua»tio avarice and tholMMiticlsiftof 
tfae peo|)le. 



Digitized by 



Google 



32 

HISTORY OP HAWARDEN. 



shire, in the beginning of the reign of Queen Anne^ 
and died Sept. 3, 1721- He was succeeded in his 
title and estate by his brother, Sir Stephen Glynne, 
who married Sophia,^^ the youngest daughter and co- 
heiress, of SiF Edward Evelyn, of Long Ditton, 
aforesaid, by whom he had four son8,*Stephen, Francis, 
William, and John ; and four daughters, one of whom 
was married to Sir William Wheeler, Bart. In the 
year 1723, Sir Stephen Glynne removed with his 
family from Bisseter, (^Burcester) to Broad-lane, a seat 
of the Ravenscrofts, near Hawarden Castle. In 1727, 
his son Francis was collated to the Rectory of Hawarden, 
but died the year following. His third son,> William, be- 
ing enamoured of the stately beauty of Rebecca Crach- 
ley, the daughter of Thonms Crachley, Esq. of Daniel's 
Ash, in this parish, Sir Stephen judged it best to send 
him on his travels, and thereby abate^ and ultimately 
obliterate, all traces of a hasty and ill-judged attach- 
ment, and this design was carried into effect. In 
April, 1729, Sir Stephen died, and was succeeded by 
his eldest son. Sir Stephen Glynnci who also died in 
September following, unmarried. He was succeeded 
by his next surviving brother. Sir William Glynne, 
who had been sent abroad as aforesaid, but who died, 
unmarried, at Aix la Chapelle, August, 1730, upon 
which the title and estate came to his only brother. 
Sir John Glynne, Bart. In 1731, Sir John married 

Hpnora,* the daughter of Henry Conway, Esq. son 

— »^ ■ -—___. 

* Thu HoDora wiu the daughter of Henry Conway, Esq. and Honora 
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and heir of Sir John Conway, Bart, of Bodrydden, in 
the county of Jliftt By this lady he had six sons and 
eight daughters.— first, a. son who died young ; second, 
John Conway Glynne, who married Sarah, the daughter 



Ravenscroft, co-heiress with her.sister Catherioe. These coheiresses were 
the daughters of Thomas Ravenscroft, M. P. and Honora Siieyd, married 
1691 5 which Thomas, was the son^f Edward RaTenscroft aad Ann Lloyd, 
the daughter of Sir Richard Llojd, of Esdusbam^ macried 1669, the son 
of Colonel Thomas Rayenscroft and Margaret Salisbury, married 1638, the 
son of Robert Ravenscroft and Elizabeth Main waring. RobeKdjed, 1640, 
be was the son of Thomas Ravenscroft and Catherine Brereton, married 
1588, the son of George Ravenscroft, of Bretton, and Broad Lane, and 
Dorothy Davies. George died, 1592, whidh George was the sob and heir of 
Thomas Ravenscroft, son of George Ravenscroft, son of Ralph Ravenscroft, 
son of Henry Ravenscroft, son of Hugh Ravenscroft, who was Steward of 
Hopedale, and the Lordships of Hawarden, and Mold, and about the year 
1440, married Isabel, the daaghter and heir of Ralph Holland, of Bretton, 
Esq. and Rose, his wife, daughter and heir of John Skifi&ngton, son of Wm. 
Skiffington, and of Mary, his wife, daughter and heir of Hugh Brickhull • 
and by this match, Hugh Ravenscroft, became the ancestor of the Ravens* 
orof ts, of firetton. He was a desceadant of Richard de Ravenscroft, of 
Middlewich, who was a younger son of Warin de Biveley, who eiichanged his 
lands in that township, for lands in Ravenscroft, a inanor, or reputed manor 
adjoining to Croxton, near Middlewich, and focming a portion of the Abbey 
of Dieulacres,")^ and having settled upon his newly acquired property in 
Ravenscroft, assumed the name of the place. The Ravenscrofts, in a direct 
line, descended to the fourth generation, when a daughter and heiress married 
Roger Croxton, of Croxton, Esq. and a descendant of this match. Colonel 
Croxton, had the care of the castle of Chester, 1669, and when summoned 
to deliver it up to the King, by Sir Gkorge Booth, and Sir Thomas Middlor 
ton, he $nished his spirited reply by saying, « that the best blood in his 
veins should be as a sluice to fill up the castle Irenobes. 

Catherine Ravenscroft married Thomas Powis, of Lilford, in the county 
« A convent of Cistertians .Cso named from Cisteaux, or €istercium, a villaffe of fiurmindy, 
^here first instituted by Stephen Harding, a native of Wilts, 1098,) was founded in the township 
of Poulton, about five miles from Ch^ter, under the auspices of Hugh Cyveilioc, and others* 
use, but was afterwards translated to this place, by Randle BlundeviUe, after his tetuni from 
t^e Holy Land, about 1320, in compliance, as is said, with the command of his grandfather's 
ghost. The Earl having told the vision to his wife, she exclaimed, Pieu I'encres, since cor« 
erupted into Dieulacres. 
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t)f Charles Grewe, Esq, and died May, 1774, without 
issue; third, Stephen Glynne, Rector of Hawarden, 
and who afterwards succeeded to the title ; fourth, Wil- 
liam Glynne, who died unmarried, 1777 ; fiftli? Francis 
Glynne, who also died, unmarried, 1799 ; and sixth, 
Henry^ who died aa infant The cteugbters were — first, 
Honora, who died unmarried ^ second, Sophia, the wife 
of John York, of Richmond, in Yorkshire, Esq. wbp 
died 1766, leaving no issue ; third, Penelope, the wifieof 
William Earl Welby, of Denton, in Lincolnshire, Esq. 
who died in 1771, leaving awp ^nd a daughter ; fourth) 
Catherine, who died, unmarried ; fifth, Anne, who is 
still living in Chester ; sixth, Frances, the wife of the 
late Rev^ Randulph Crewe, Rector of Hawarden, who 
died in 1 8 1 4, leaving issue four sons ; seventh, Lucy, the 
wife of James Gordon, Esq. who died ifi 18,H,4eaving 
one son and two daughters ; and eighth, Mary, the wife 
of Simon C^ordon, E?q- now living, but without issye. 
Sir John lost his Lady Honora,* Feb. 10th, 1769, and 

t j ■ I 1 1 » n " • i m ' I H i t ■ J ' ■■ ■ ■ w I II y^^i^— ^»— I I 

^ XprtliaiDptoD, M^q. mhfi ^wmitie^ to Ui»V vnaiHy of t|ie osUte vhloh had 
Imoo (brqd^iy (16^) pqriobfl»#4 by Sdwftrd Baren^croft 6roip \k^ Blerinirie^ 
^ whfm •OPftster WUIiAoi Utrbnry^ of M«rburf, Esq, otDtiun^ i% by murryiog 
the dftnghler %mi Mfw$ of Thoimy lUddjMi^ 1^. who b^<) itfao maoor of 
PodleiliOQy IKSa. nomas Powia, son of tha afoneMid Thomaa Powis, 8ol4 
the estate to Sir Robert OroaTeBor, 1750» ia srhose faaaiiy it ^tiU reoDiaiDa. 

• 8o'OB after tbia««eat,fiir Jobs printed aod pobli^ied an Eio^J 9n bta late 
wife, from whieh are taken the following extracts :« 

"She was the gr^ j^rand- daughter of Mr, Digby, son of Sir Kenelm 
I>igby» by ^^ ^^^y Venetia, his wife, daughter and oo^ieir of Sjr Edwajrd 
Stanley, Knight of the Bath, son of Thomas, son of Edward EarJ of Derby« 
by Lucy, his wife, daughter and co-heir of Thomas, 7th Igiarl of North^m- 
]»erlaDd. 
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tnarried secondly, 1792, Augusta Beaumont, but had 
fflo issue ; she outlived her husband, and became the 
wife of Peregrine Courtney^ Esq. .1780. . 

■ Sir John lived to theage of 61, and enjoyed the title 
and estate 47 years ; it might, therefore, be natomlly 
supposed, that so : long a life would be fertile in inci*- 
dents, and consequently that its detail would be in- 
structive, ^r at least amusing:; but-taere femily occurs 
riences are interesting only 'within a-narrow spbem, and 
it must be observed too^ that he lived In areftired psut 
of the country ; that he had < a large femiiy,a»d that 
domestic habits and e<;onon»y wweipIll(fential^eflfect». 
Other occurrences too, contributed to render these «taU 
more necessary ; for in the ^ird ytac aftep his-marri^e, 
he was unfortunately engaged in a Jong and expensive 
contested Election, for the Borough of Flint, with Sir 
George Wynne, of Leeswood, Bart, in which he was 
omsuccessful, after %avmg expended ^35,000. He, 
iiowever, afterwards represented Ihat Borough in five 
Parliaments, but, except.wheniifllhB;diBehaige of that 
•duty, his time was whdly:.deycrfied to his.femilyj.and 
the improvement of his estate and parish, as will be 
ihereafter seen. He kept a diary* for many yeare, but 

•^ Her fttber died before she was bom, and she lust ber mother at a month 
old J she found DO father wh^p born, never knew her mother ; without bro- 
ther, sister, or friend j and her guardians defrauded her of at least JElO,Ogq.'» 
* TBS Foixownro inifB am kxtbacts. 

In 1798, 1 conUBenoed planting in Broad I^ne. 

In 1734, tbetree* were planted round the OH Castle. 

F 
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as it relates to his domestic concerns only, it is bqt 
little interesting. He died June 1st, 1777, and was 
succeeded in his title and estate, by his son Sir Stephen 
Glynne, then Rector. In August, 1779, Sir Stephen 
tnarried Mary, the only daughter and heiress of Richanl 
Bennet, of Farmcott, in Shropshire, Esq. but he did 
not : long survive this happy event ; for^ in March fol- 
Ipwing, being in a hunting party, at Enville, the seat 
pf the Earl of Stamford^ by an over exertion, he burst 
blood vessel, atid died in consequence on the first 
of April, 1780, leaving his Lady in the last stage of 
pr^nancy: she was happily delivered of a son, and 
heir, on the 19th day of May following, and Sir Ste- 
|>hen Richard Glynne succeeded to the honors and es- 
tatesof his late lamented farther. The first act of this post- 
humous child, was the disposal of the Rectory to his 
<incle in law, the Bev. Randulph Crewe, L. L. B. 
which was contrived to be done in a few hours after 
his birth. During his infancy too, that extensive tract 
of Marsh Land, commonly called Saltney Marsh, was 
anclosed under an Act of Parliament, obtained by his 
father, which added greatly to his demesne.. His 
estate was vested in the Lord Chancellor, which cir- 
'Cumstance, aided by the carefcil management of his 

Id 1739, the Deer Park was inclosed, and planted and stocked with one 
hundred head of Deer ; cost j£26a 19s. 6d. 

In 1747, the Bilberry Hill, iras planted with 3500 forest trees, of my own 
raising. 

in the Market-place was first opened, under a grant from the Crown. 

In 1752, the first. stone of the New^ Mansion House, was laid, undlhc 
family inhabited It within three years. 
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affairs during his minority, by his affectionate mother, 
and grand father,. Richard Bennet, Esq. and by the 
unceasing care and industry of Mr. Thomas Boydell, 
the Agent, so enlarged hi» fortune, as to give him a 
consequence in the county of Flint, far exceeding that 
of his predecessors. On the 1 Ith April, 1806, he mar- 
ried the Honr. Mary Neville, daughter to the Righ^ 
Hon. Lord Braybroofce, and Catherine his wife, sister 
to George, Marquess of Buckingham, by whom he has 
left two sons. Sir Stephen Richard Glynne, the present 
Baronet, born Sept. 22d, 1 807j and Henry Glynne, 
born Sept. 9th, 1810. Also, twp daughters, Catherine, 
born January gth, 1»12, and Mary, born July SSd, 
1813; 

' Sir Stephen Richard' Glynne was educated at Eton, 
and was of Christchurch, Oxford. At the Installation 
of Lord Grenville to the Chancellorship of Oxford, he 
was admitted to the Degree of D. C. L. 

To panegerize this worthy mart*, so recently the ob- 
ject of admirationand regard,- might savor of adulation ;. 
it is therefore deemed best to leave his worth, and gbod 
intentions to emanate from the Parochial Record, here-* 
after to be noted, and only further to observe here, that 
he died at Nice> on 5ih day of March, 1815. 
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HA WARDEN CHURCH^ 

A PEOITUAR/ 



' This^ Church,, at the Conquest, was one of the sevei* 
Chufchesyin thatdivision of Flintshire, which. was call-- 
ed Tegengl ; but, perhaps, no vestige of the original 
structure remains^ for there are no tracer in the present 
Church 9 either of the Montalts, or the Montacuties. 

> 
. ' It appears from what has been. heretofore pbsewed^ 

that some short time after the year 1200, Hawardea 
Rectory became independent of the Monastery of St. 
Werbuig, in^ Chester ; all its- tithes and other rights> 
being' then vested in^ the Rector, and afterwards ratified 
by the Popes, Honorius and Clement ; and this inde- 
pendence seems to have been ever since maintained. 



^ It ^ be0o of late the practice to cajl tbU Cburch by the absolute terra 
** llawardea Peculiar,'' tbe which having no distinct specific meaning, must 
be all impropriet J of speech. The substantive PmhUm^ is applicable to any 
esiclusivfr property,, and may as well mean a vault in the Choreb,.as the 
Cbarch itselC The famous Marquess of Worceater, was buried in Windsor 
Castle, «^Wfaeretfaereis a PMwIiiir for the family,, 'withIn the great Chapel, 
Mid wherein divers of bis aneestors lie buried." Peculiar is applied by Or. 
South, in his sermons,, to the passions :*< Bftvenge is the peculiar of Heaven,?' 
though, by the way,, revenge cannot attach to the Deity. What therefore is 
intended to be explanatory in this word, applied as above, serves to confound^ 
and of course the original distinction is lost. 

There's some Peculiar in each leaf and grain. 

Some unmarked fibre, or some varying vein.«-Popju 
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The Lord of the Manor presents ; the Bishop of Ches- 
ter inducts ; but the Rector does all Episcopal acts, ex- 
cept Ordination, and Confirmation ; he grants licences^ 
rfgisters and proyesi wjllg, a^d has his court and proctors. 
The JEcclesia$(ical Court is held upon the Tuesday pre- 
ceding Holy Thursday, and the Lord^s Court Leet*and 
Court ?arpfl[, are. bfld.in May, and at Mic|\aelnias, 
Fraqci^ E^g^. Ikrker,9f, Chester, Esq. is Registrar and 
I^or^^i: jof tjie. Cpurjbs^. .This genjilfnaan ^ijcceeded 
J^is f^therjr Richar<J,. Barker, Esq. who retired )8i5, hay- 
ing discharged} th^ duties pf those 9fl5c(^s, about torty-two. 
years,., apd with that disinterestedness and imj^artiality 
which entitled him ^o the most unqualified praise. 

The Register commences 1585 — The Churchwar^ 
^^ps' first, bpok of accounts, 1654. The amount of 
their^£jqcoyn,t^ ^1^ JP 1660; J^3. Os. 6d. of which JO I* 
9s. Od.^wjv* pai(\ for foxes and crows^ heads. A cen- 
tury and a half after this date,, the Churchwardens^ ac- 
counted, amounted Jo ,£l|0.^.a^ have avai:aged that 
sum ever since. 

The office of Sidesnien commenced about the year 
1.662, ,, ... 

ChurcKwardens and Sidesmen were first appointed 

* This IS the ]^oot qf Ibe Old Saxoi^s.--The Gaugrave beld his Gaading 
or Moot,, every six weeks, to which all the tenants within the Oab owed 
suit and service, and at Ihis Court presentments were made by the Bailiffs 
analag^oas to those of the Court Leet 
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by the sixth Canon of the Synod of London, Henry L 
1127. 

Rectors — The writer has undoubted authority for 
saying, that the Lichfield Register records the presen- 
tation of above forty Rectors^ frona the time of the last 
Robert de Montalt, to the Stanley possession, of whom, 
two or three were afterwards preferred to the highest 
honors of the Church ; but he has not had sufficient 
influence ta induce their names ; suffice it therefore tcr 
observe, that whatever might have been their merits or 
demerits, their residence here was transitory, and so- 
little marked with incident, as to leave not a trace be- 
hind. 

The first Rector of Hawarden, noted in the Church 
Register, is Randolf Poole, who was Rector of Hawar- 
den and Neston, and manerial Lord of Poole. He was 
the son of Thomas Poole, of Poole, Esq. by Matilda, 
daughter of Thomas Fittbn, of Gawsworth,* Esq. and 
. . - * — ' ■ 

* Gawswortb is about three miles distant from Macclesfield ^ Earl Handle 
granted it ta Hugh, the son of Bigod. To the Bigods succeeded the Aid- 
fords, and the Qrrebys^ it then passed to Isabella, the beiress of Thomas 
Fitton. The Fittons continued till 1643, the last possessor passing it to hi* 
nephew Charles Gerard, the first Barl of Macclesfield. From the second 
XJarl it passed to Lady Mohun^ the heiress of bis sister Charlotte Manwariog. 
liord Mohun left it to his second wife, Eliz. Lawrence, from whom it passed 
to her daughter Ann Griffith (by a first marriage) and was purchased with 
Boslee, 1727, by her husband, the Right Hon. William Stanhope, Vice- 
Chamberlain of tbe Household, and is now vested in his decendaut the Earl 
of Harrington, 
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^ied seised, of the manors of Netherpool aod other 
lands, 1539 ;Jbis; presentation is dated 1537. 

James ^Staaley, clerk, seenas to have succeeded this 
Rector, and to have resigned in faycM- of Ranulphus 
Poole, who is said to have succeeded on the presenta- 
tion of Maigaret, Duchess of York, 1556. 

This registry must be eironeous, as thwe does not 
appear to have been any Margaret Duchess of York, at 
this period, and the Lichfield registry gives, the pre- 
sentation of Ranulphus Poole, to Margaret, Countesoi 
of Derby^ with the date 1305, which may be correct, for 
the Earl of Derby died the preceding year, and this was 
probably the first presentation under that House ; the 
mistake lof the name and anachronism might originate 
in the carelessness of the transcriber. If Ranulphus 
Poole was the first Rector, atihe date 1405, Randolf 
might succeed him, and the succession be afterwards 
rififht as recorded in the office^ at Chester. 

Swift, clerk, -^ - 



Arthur Swift, Clerk, succeedecToD the {>'reseiitatioD of John Darje 1557 
Thos. Jackson, succeeded on the presentation of Sir Thom as Stanky j^g] 



Dr. John Philips, Bishop of Sodor and Man, suc- 
ceeded Thomas Jackson, on the presentation of the 
Right Hon. Thomas Lord EUesmere, Lord Chancellor, 
and Alice, Countess of Derby, his wife, widow of the 
late Ferdinand, Earl of Derby, 1605. It can hardly 
be supposed that this Rector resided much at Hawaii 
den, though his living, joined to an inclination to 
visit his Welsh friends, might occasionally induce his 
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presence, for be was a native of Nortfc Walte ; Ire 'wra» 
sworn Bistopdf Man, 1605, Wood, in his Athena 
states, that he was made Bishop about 1614, and that 
he was Bishop before he Was Rector of Hawaiden. 
This hflter statetoent is true, foir he appears to have 
been made "Riettor soba ^fter h6 tvas liiadfe Bii^bp j 
but the former is evidently a mistake. Dr. Gieoige 
Lloyd was translated from Man to Chester, December, 
1«04, and \tas succeeded By D'bctor Philips, as ibove ; 
though Doctor Hieyliti alsetts, ^at Bishop Foster suc- 
ceeded ■' Bishop Lldyd, for a short' time,^ wMle Wood 
avere; that Bishop Foster, sucfceedfed Doctor Philips, 
which last may be right. Tot Bishop Philips died April, 
1632, and was buried at the Cathedral of St Germains^ 
in Peel. Now Dr. Ricfearii Parr was sworn Bisht^ 
of Man, 1635, and Bishop Foster Jni^i fill up the 
intermediate space. Bishop Philips, the Rector of 
Hawarden, translated the Bible and Common Prayer, 
l( Wood says, with the assistance of Sir Hugh Cannal) 
into the Manx language, and wad highly celebtated for 
his preaching : he was also greatly distinguished for his 
charity,and hospitality, 6V€« to the m;^nest of his people- 

Thoirtas Draycott, df the family of &e Draycotts, of 
Painsley, in Staflfordshire, and rdated by marriage to 
the Stanleys, aiid Pooles, was elected. Tanner says, 
upon the presentation of King Charles— jure pre- 
rog.* 1632 

• This is ibcixpitcable, at (east, from an; documeaU witbin th* writer** 
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Robert Browne,* of whom there are no parish re* 
"^cords, was inducted, 163& 

Christopheir Pasley, L. L. D. on the presentation of 
♦James Stanley Lord Strange, K. B. was inducted, 1638* 

Very little is known of this Rector, nor is his death 
registered, whidh renders the ^esentation of his suc- 
cessor also uncertain : he had a son baptised 1640, and 
perhaps the unquiet times that followed, may account 
for further irregularities. The first article entered into 
the Feoflfee Book,| relates to the appointment of asso- 

reach. Sir Wiiliam Staolej being abroad at t|ie*premRtare death of his bro- 
ther FerdinaDdy E. of Derby, about 1596, and not supposed to be thenUving; 
the guardians of his brother's three daughters (the eldest or whom was not 
^fourteen) divided thfe whole inheritance between their Wards, arid upon Sir 
William's return be was refused admittance 1^ any share, ^hia matter waft 
litigated for many years; but in the beginning of the reign of James 1st. 
was finally settled, and the Earl recoTered the ancient seats of Lathom, and 
Knowsley, together with the Isle of Man, &c. &c. He had been in favoar 
with Elizabeth, who honored him with the Noble Order of the' Garter. Also^ 
"James, in the eighth year of.his reign, about 1611, made him Chamberlain 
of Chester for life,tind at tbe presentation oHDraycott, 1652, he had not y^ 
withdrawn into privacy a» afore noticed, therefore there does, nbt appear any 
reason for the King presenting. Tbe King is the patron paramount of all 
benefices in England, in virtue of which, the right and care of filling all such 
Churches as are not regularly filled by other Patrons, belongs to the Crown, 
^here was the necessity in this case ? 

* Rymer, in his Foedera, makes Brown the successor of Bishop Philips, 
atid gives the appointment to Charles I. as 'above, with the same date. Whe« 
'ther this or that be right, non nostram taolas componere lites. 

f The Commissioners of an Inquisition issued out of his Majesty's High 
Court of Chancery, 1637, Ordered << a Book— the Feofiee Book," to be 
kept at the charge of the parish, " To register all and every the acts of tbe 
'Overseers and Trustees, from time to time, for rendering the dispositions 
-«iid employmcKt of mooies or stocks, and the use and increase thereof.*' 

G 
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eiate FeoQees, in die v^m of those deceased^ for the 
management of the Free Gramnutr Schod^ (seepage ^) 
and other monies left for charitable uses, and this entry, 
dated fSth day of March, 1654, is subscribe^ by '* £d- 
ivard Bold, derk, Rector,^' and this year has been 
usually considered the time of his appointment : but 
this does not follow ; he died the btter end of the next 
year^ land was interred the 5th day of January following. 

Laurence Fogg succeeded, I6s6.. This gentle- 
man was descended frcon a good ^umily in Kent, a 
branch whereof had for a few generations been settled 
at Darcie Lever, in Lancashire, where he was educaited. 
He was afterwards of Sl John*s College, Cambridge, 
^nd there tooik the Degree of D. D. ; his first prefer- 
ment that occurs is the Rectoiy of Hawarden, in Flint- 
shire, from which he was ejected for non-conformity ; 
-subse<|iie&t}y conforming, he was presented to the Vicar- 
age of St. Oswald^s, Chester^ by the Dean and Chap- 
ter, 1672 ; he had alfso the Curacy of Plemondstall, 
CheshiFe^ from the Lord Keeper Bridgeman, and was 
instituted to the Deanery of Chester, November 2d, 
1691 ; died Feb. 27th, 1718- 

In the centre aisle of the Chester Cathedral is a 
mural Monument, inscribed as ibUows: 

Prope 

sepulti j?icent, 

Laureo^tius Fogg, 

S. T. P. ^|j^ Cl^ist^^]^® P^icator sed^^ 
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seiiptssq ; s^\9 stienuos defensor, 

parochial S*ti Oswald! 

annos vigiati Septeia 

vioarius, 

hujus ecclesise Cathiedralis pfetSendariu^^ 

annos. mn^evigmti extitit-y 

eidom 

ad Dei gloriam et ec<^i« 

insigne decus et omamentuiti, 

9nnos viginti sex decanus pnesidit ;: 

©biit die Ffefernatti, 2!^% 

ii«. D'ni M.DCC.XV1H 

^tatil sum LXXSLYUL 

Et ua^or ejusS{am> qus 

obiit die Januarii tricesima 

*iEtatis suae LXXXVIII. 

Arthurus Fogg, 1 T. P; 

in toetxiortafai optibohitt parentunr 

Orlando Fogg, brother of the aforesaid La«re»ce, 
was inducted, 166S. 

It appears^ that during the trme of this Rector, 
the Ecclesiastical Court of Chested, eiideavored by 
suit at law, to extiend its juirisdiction to ttawardeuy 
by claiming procurations and synodals ; but the Rector 
foiled this $iggression, and maintaiaed the peculiar and 
exempt jurisdiction of his Church. It is probable 
that this act of the Bishop of Chester, (Geo. Hall, 
S. T* P,) might arise out of some circumstance, either 
tnediately or immediately connected with the ejection 
of Laurence Fogg, for non-ironftrfmity • 
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Doctor Joho Price was inducted, 1666. 

This Gentleman, in his earlier days, was an officer 
in the army,, serving under his brother, William Price, 
of the ancient House of Rhiwlas^ near Bala, in Meri- 
onethshire, in the troublesome days of Charles I. but 
preferring a religious, to a military life^he turned his 
thoughts to the Church, and became a. Prebendary of 
the Cathedral of St. Asaph : the pious discharge of 
his duty in- this, situation, recommended him to the 
Glynne family, and he was inducted Rector of Ha- 
warden, as above; The Doctor erected, at his own 
expense, the iron Lichgates fronting the Church-street, 
which he hung upon two massive stone pillars, whose 
capitals were surmounted by two circular stone balls, 
upon appropriate bases, and the fronts of the pillars 
mere inscribed as below ; 



16 



77 



THIS : GATE : WAS : BVILT : 




THO : RAVBNSCROFT : 


ay:D.Jo:PBicE;REC'^ 


i 


of: BROADLANE : ESQ^ 


AT : HIS : OWN : cost : 


• 


EDW : EVATT : OP : SHOTTOIf 


THE : WAIKE : TO : TH3 : 


% 


ESQ : CHURCHWARDENS : 


CHURCH : 


1 


THO : GRIFFITH : OF 


AT:THE:CHABOE:eF:tHE : 


BRETTON : GENT : lO : MIN- 


parish : 




SHA2.L : OF : DIGLANE : GENT:' 
SYDE MEN :, 



Beaumont Petcival, S. T. P. on the presentation of 
Sir William Glynne, Bart, w^as inducted, 1685. 
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That such an extensive parish a& that of Hawarden, 
and so neighbouring to Chester, should at sundry times 
have been coi^eted as a subordinate portion of that 
Diocese, is little to be wondered at; and it is evident 
from the remarks made by Laurence Fogg, Dean of 
Chester, upon a Letter written by Rector Percival, to 
Sir William Dawes, Bart. S. T. P. then Bishop of 
Chester,* that vain attempts were, at this time, made 
to deprive the Rectory of its peculiar and exempt 
jurisdiction, 

Bernard Gardiner, L. L, D. Vice Chancellor of Ox* 
- ford, on the presentation of Sir William Glynne, Bart, 
was inducted, 1714. 

This Gentleman was the younger son of Sir William 
Gardiner, of Roche Court, Hampshire. He was of 
Magdelen College, Oxford, and entered at the age of 
16 : he was elected Fellow of All Souls, 1682. War- 
den of All Souls, 1702 ; and Keeper of the Archives 
in the University, 1703. He married the daughter of 
Sir Sebastian Smyth, Knt. by whom he had a daugh- 
ter, married to Robert Whalley, M. D. of Oxford, 
whose son was created a Baronet, by the name of Smyth 
and Gardiner. Bernard Gardiner, held with his Rec- 
torship, the two offices of Warden of All Souls, and 
Keeper of the Archives of the University, till his death, 

* Sir Willram Dawes, Bart. 8. T. P. was consecrated Bishop the 8th day 
H/t February, 1707 1 traosUted to York> February 26th> 1713. 
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which happened, 1726 ; he was buried at Cuddesdon, 
in Oxfiwrdshirc. In hi» time, viz. 1725, the Church- 
wardens, with the approbation of the parish, and in 
order to give a finish to the folding gates of Dr. Price* 
fixed over them an ornamental piece of iron-work, in 
the centre of which were two gilt leaves, bearing the 
initials of the Churchwardens, and Sidesmen, with 
date as above, and this gave the whole a btodsome ap«> 
pearance; but so late as the year, 1814, the then 
Churchwardens, did, under some pretence, without 
the consent of the parish, remove the said ornament, 
and it now occupies a comer of the Hers^ouse. Since 
then the iron folding gates have been cased with boards 
to assimilate them with, and give unifona^ity to, the 
adjoining gateway leading to the Rectory House. 

" Tempora rautantuf et oomia mii(iaiitur in iUis." 

Francis Glynne, on the presentation of Sir Stephen 
Glynne, Bart, was inducted, 1727* 

John Fle<}cher, A. M. on the presentation of Sit 
John Glynne,* Bart, was indiicted, 1728. 

An inhibition was sent to Ais Rector, by Samuel 

Pepl6e,t Bishop of Chester, on which Mr. FIfetchfer 

■ .... - .. ^ . .., „. 

• Perhaps Sir Stephen Glynne, who dred not till Aprils 1739, and Sir John 
did not succeed to the title till Aagust, 1730. 

f This Bishop, Samael Peploe, S. T. P. was insUlled 19th April, 1716| he 
erected the ^leries in the North and Sooth sides of the Choir of the Caihe* 
dral, Chester, in the jears 1745, and 1749. He died 1752. 
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published his protest sigainst the jurisdiction of the Bi* 
shop of Chester, ov^, or in this parish, dated April 
2Sd, 1738- 

** Whereas it naay be, by some persons, believed, that 
by virtue of an inhibition^ lately sent to me from the 
Lord Bidic^ of Chester, against his approachii^ visi* 
tation, the jurisdiction of the Court of Hawarden is 
superseded ; I do hereby declare that I own no &ab^ 
mission due to the jurisdiction of Chester, as I am 
Ordinary of this Court, and that therefore the Court 
here is in as full power as ever, notwithstanding such 
inhibition. And this I do according to the example 
of my worthy predecessors, learned and judicious Or- 
dinaries, on like occasions. 

John Fletcher, Rector, and Ordinaiy 
<rf this peculiar and exempt Jurisdiction. 

Attestrs. to the reading hereof publicly in the Church 
of Hawarden, the said 23d day of April. 

JOHN GLYNNE, Patron. 
HUGH THOMAS, Curate. 
JOHN STREET. 

Richard Williams, A. M. on the presentation of 
Sir John Glynne, was inducted? 1741. 

It is said that Mr. Wiiliams, accepted the Rectory 
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conditionally^ as locum tenens, to be resigned when 
any of his Patron^s family should be capable of hold- 
ing it ; but, when this, happened, Mr. Williams^ 
peremptorily refused : such a disregard to conditional 
acceptance could hardly have been expected from one, 
who, as will be seen hereafter, was so exceedingly 
tenacious of the exact dischaige of duty in others. 
In his time the alterations and improvements in the 
body of the Church took place (see page^^ ) and he 
opened the ^private doorway at the back of the Rectory^ 
through the Church wall. 

Stephen Clynne, A. M. on the presentation of Sir 
John Glynne, Bart was inducted, 17^0- fJJ^ 

This Gentleman was Rector,* about seven years be^ 

* The Rey. Hugh Jones, A« M. the present Vicar of Northop, was appoint- 
ed Curate to Rector Glynne, 1772, and continued to diseba'rge Chat inportant 
office, for nearly foTty-five years. He was collated to the Vicarage of ^for- 
Ifaop, the adjoining parish, in 1784, but there being no decent Vicarage House, 
and the then Cnrate being a naiive of tbe place, and appjvvfed of by his 
parishioners, tbe Vicar's residence was easily dispensed with. Of thia Gen- 
tleman's strict attention to his clerical duties ; of the sound, just, and virtu- 
ous principles be ever inculcated, whether in or out of tbe pulpit, and of bis 
exemplary conduct through so long a period at Ha warden, the writer bf this 
Memoir, is happy in the opportunity of affording his unfeigned testimony. 
Not grv^n to secularise, his appropriate dress and demeanour ever charac- 
terised him the sensible, unassuming parish Priest, than which we have no 
character more meritorious, useful, or perhaps more dignified, Tbe Vicar 
now resides at Northop, and discharges the whole duty with an ability which 
seldom attends such advanced years, and he remains a venerable example 
of what a good constitution, aided by temperance, and a regular and uniform 
discharge of duty, can effect May his declining years continue to be blest 
with honor, ease, and comfort ; and may they be terminated by an eaagr 
tboagh late transition^ into a better irorldi 



Digitized by 



Google 



51 

afflSTORY OF HAWARDEN, 



fore he succeeded to the femily title and estate. He 
aever lived at the Rectory House, but greatly improv- 
ed it by additional rooms, and other conveniences. 
He afterwards let it to Mrs. Lloyd, widow of the late 
Gwion Lloyd, of Gwersyllt, Esq, and sister to the late 
Sir Rowland Hill, Bart, who continued tenant during 
his Rectorship. He obtained the Act of Parliament 
for enclosing Saltney Marsh, 1778 1 but, before the 
completion of its object his premature death (see page 
36) spread through the neighbourhood an universal 
gloom. He possessed a disposition to do good, and 
his late prudent marriage would have enabled him to 
do it ad summum. 

^' Quis desiderio sit pudor aut modus 

Tam cari capitis ?" 
** Durum : sed levius fit patiently 
Quicquid:€orrigere est aefas." 

Randulph Cre\#e L. L. B. on the presentation of Sir 
Stephen Richard Glynne, Bart, was inducted, 1780. 
This Gentleman was the son of Dr. Crewe, of Warm- 
ingham, a younger branch of the house of Crewe, in 
Cheshire. He enjoyed the Rectory many years. He 



However plausible the pretext for non-residenee may be, it must not be 
dissembled, that whoever ntidertakes the enre of sools in a parish, is amenable 
for4he discharge of that indispensible duty ; nor is it fit, nor is it according 
to any original contract, that that office should be deputed to another, which 
it is in the power of the incumbent to discharge himself ^ but in case he be 
BOt equal to his undertaking, it then becomes his duty to call in assistance, 
till the office can be discharged to the full intent and meaning of the original 
jyipointment. 

H 
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waB of a mild and charitable diaposition, a ]cind hus«- 
feand, and an indulgent faUier, bwl; of i^ir^d hal;>U^ 
and little enterprize. 

Since the incloaure of th? Whit^ Sands, recovered 
by the Rirer Dec Company, a difference of ^jpioa 
had existed between the Rectory pf Hawarden, a^d 
those of the Holy Trinity, iu the city of Chester, qs to 
the boundary line of the two parishes ; the latter datin- 
ing beyond the natural limits ; and in con^equenoe the 
batable or disputed land jremained tithe free, as to tb9 
two Rectors ; but the River Dee Company, chai^d the 
tenantry with the amount of the tithes, in addition to 
the rent. To end this controversy it was agreed by 
the two Rectors, the Rev. R. Crewe, and the Rev. 
Thomas Maddock, 1807, to m^t upon the spot, and 
to settle the line of boundary, viz. from Blacon Point 
tp the stones in the garden by tlie River side^ opposite 
tp the inclosures made on Saltney Mafsh, and this line 
Mr/ Crewe, and the parishioners of Hawarden, per- 
ambulated as usual, upon Ascension-day — the day 
fixed upon ; but the parties came not to an accommoda- 
tion. The true line takes its course from the said 
stores in the said garden, according to the stones set 
down by the parish of Hawarden, in 1762, at the back 
or end of which^ the Corporation of Chester, set 
down atones in the year 1785, to meet the line of 
stones set down by the River Dee Company, aa th^ 
boundary between the counties of Chester and Flint 
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The Hon. and Rev. Gfc^ofge NeviHe, on the presen- 
tation of Sip. St^iAfen Hidwird Glynne, Bficrt. wa& in- 
ducted, ISl*. 

The matter m dfepote above floted^ vfe. the boiM- 
dafy line^ between the two pavishes^^ being still urtget- 
fled, k was dSet^rmined by Mr.. Neville, the ppe^em 
Rectory to bring it to do«i^ iiasoe, and in cpndieqiiehee, 
an ^feeWient was ftnaify naadfe^ rfttd executed betweeh 
fh^ Reeto!^ md Ae several Church Wardens, oft tfee 
f4rih of Noverftbery 18 M, of which the foffowiiig is. 
a trne copy, as far as it respects* the agi^emenl s^-- ^ 

" Now these presents testify, that it is hereby mu- 
tually declared and agreed, by, and between the said 
parties hereto, thai all soeh» portion of the said dis- 
trict, or tract of gpotmrf, as* is- deHneatJed awd described 
on- that part of die map^ or pW hereupon endorsed^ 
which is coloured yellow, shall, fronv henceforth, at 
all' titnes hereafter, be deemed and eortsidered to 
Ee, and be situate* within the extent and Ihnits of 
the said parish of Hawarden, and be admitted for all 
purposes, and on all occasions whatsoever as parcel 
thereof, by the- inhabitants of the sard parish of the 
Holy and Undivided Trinity. And k is hereby fur- 
ther testified nnd dedbi^di, that in' order to perpetuate 
the bdimdaries- of the said F«spectiv6 perishes, thus 
ascertained and defined, as aforesaid, mere stones have 
been put down, by and at the expense of the inhabi- 
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tents of the parish of Hawarden, in the direction de- 
noted by the red hne^ on the said map or plan^ here- 
upon endorsed from A to B. The position represent- 
ed by the said letter B. being the computed centre 
of the old channel of the River Dee, under Blacoh 
Point, from whence the centre of the said Old Chanr 
nel, or the place where the same formerly ran, is con- 
fessedly the North East boundary of the parish of Ha- 
warden. In witness whereof the said George Neville, 
Samuel Boydell, Richard Willett, Thomas Maddock^ 
John Drake, and Thomas Barnes, have hereunto respec- 
tively set their hands,, the day and year first above- 
mentioned. 

GEORGE NEVILLE, 

Rector and Ordinary of Hawarden. 
SAMUEL BOYDELL, Churchwarden. 
RICHARD WILLETT, Churchwarden. 

Signed by the above named Geoige Neville, Samuel 
Boydell, and Richard Willett, in the presence of 
James Boydell, Rossett, Denbighshire. 

THOMAS MADDOCK, 

Rector of the Holy Trinity, Chester. 
JOHN DRAKE, Churchwarden. 
THOMAS BARNES, Churchwarden. 

Signed by the above named Thomas Maddock, Joha 
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Drake, and Thomas Barnes, in the presence of 
Phillip Humberston, Friars, Chester. 



CHESHIRE- 




FLINTSHIRE. 



To return to the Church. — The Chancel is evident- 
ly the oldest pait of the present building, but whe- 
ther it be the original Church or any portion of it, can- 
not now be ascertained. The late window at the East 
end, bore marks of equal antiquity with the masonry, 
and being painted with the Arms of the Stanleys, it 
is highly probable, that the present structure rose out 
of the original Church, under the auspices of that 
family. If the. Church be of the same date with the 
Chancel, it must have been cased at some distant pe- 
riod, and probably when the roofs were raised, for such 
raisement is evident on the West gables. The roof 
on the Chancel is dated 1622. In the South tran- 
sept, on the wall plate, are cut the Churchwardens 
names, Thomas Griffiths and Thomas Dakin, 1632 ; 



Digitized by 



Coogle 



HISTORY OF HAWAB0EN. 



and on the wall plate of the South aisle, Joba Led- 
sham and Richard Hibbard, Churchwardens, 1638. 
These pentice roofs, before the alteration, were very 
sloping, and were probtsrbly raised ob the Nortb and 
South sides ia the two^ year* above notod, or during 
ihe inteFfliediate space. The Nave also at that time 
had a very pointed roof, a^ rs evident, from the 
masonry on the tower ; iaind the goodefiect observed in 
the aisles, might lead to the notion of flattening Ae 
roof of the Nave, for the angular point has beea low- 
ered at teast 4 fe^. The beam at the East end of 
the roof is inscribed as follows : — 

of Bretton, Esq. of Ewtecr 

1648. 
Thomas Ravenscroft Johrt Aldfersey. 

These two gent?lcmen, it ii* vdry^pwbabte, are the same, 
who were principals ?n the Gastte, 1^43 (seepage/-^) 
wh^n they opened the gates to Sir William Brereton. 

The Church consistia^ of a N^ve, Chancel, am! Side- 
Aisles^. The Chancel is separated from the Church, 
by a painted amh, fflwi the Aisles are divided fl-om the 
Nave, by octs^oflal pillars, supporting pointed atches; 
There is a division i« the roof between the Ghanceh and 
tbeNahre, which has the appearance of a transept, but 
is not extended beyond the width of the Clnirch, and 
over Ae middle part of it, equidistant from the East 
and West ends, and upon four pillars neslrly double 
thcf^ diameter of tfie others, rises a square tower, f up- 
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BMh^ with six weU toned bells. As this form watits 
only the extension of the transept, on .each( side, to , 
form a cross, and give it the air of 9 Cathedral, is 
it too much to suppose, that the Stanleys, or who- 
ever erected it, should, impressed with the knowledge 
that it possessed ail episcopal power except Oardina- 
tion, and Confirmation, contrive to give it all but 
the appearance. of a Metropolitan Church? From 
the time of Cromwell, the Church furnishes very 
little worthy of record, «ave what has been noted 
under the several Rectors ; the Feoffee Book con- 
taining nothing more than the annual appointment 
ef parish officers, the election of schoolmasters, and 
the filling up of vacancies on the demise of Feoflfees, 
and perhaps nothing occurred out of the common^ 
and ordinary course of events- 

In the year 1740, on the birth of a son and heir* 
to Sir John Glynne,. Bart, the ringers, in their ex* 
pression of joy, cracked some of the bells, the recast^ 
ing of which cost ^'150. tp defray this expense, the 
parishioners borrowed so much school money, for which 
they pay the Master interest to this day. It is ob- 
served in the Rawdon Papers, that niAlemen in the 
seventeenth century, presented Churches with sets 
of bells ;t had such a notion prevailed here (and un- 
- 1 ■' - ■ ' ' ■ ■■■ . ■ ■' » ' ■ ■ ' I ^ 1 I I '■■■ »" . . , '■ 1 1 1 ■ ... I ■ ... 

* John CoDway Glynne, bftpti^ed 13tb Jw^atkry, 1741. 
f These useful appendage^ vjofe invented in the 5th century ; they were 
tordercd to be introduced into Churches, by Pope John the 9th, about the 
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der circumstances it well might) the parish would 
have been much benefitted, for the aggr^ate interest 
already paid apiounts to j£4t50^ 

In an old waste register, is the following memo- 
randum, dated October 2Sd, 1750* 

" One Mary Davies, of Pentcobin, single woman, 
though excommunicated with the greater excommu- 
nication,* was on this day within night, on account of 
some particular circumstances, alleged by neighbours 
of credit, in her favor (as to her resolving to come and 
reconcile herself, and do penance if she recovered) in- 
dulged by the Rector with burial on the backside of 
the Church, but no service or tolling allowed^' — nor 
was her funeral registered. 



yefir 900, as a defence, by rioging, against thnnder, *' "Fulgura frango— 
pestem fugo— dissipo ventos." The Goldea Legend, by W) ukyn de Worde» 
says, " The evil spirits that are in Ibe regions of the aii: doubt much when 
they hear the bells ring ; and this is the cause why the bells are rung when 
it thunders^ and when great tempest, and outrages of weather happen, to th« 
end that the fiends and wicked spirits should be abashed and flee, and cease 
to the moving of ibe tempest.'* 

The Laoedaemonians, beat upon a brass pan, on the death t>f their Kings ; 
OB such an occasion it is now usual to toll a bell : ^bave these notions the 
same meaning and origin? The first tuneable set of bells wei;e put up at 
Croylaud Abbey, in Liuoolnshire, abbnt 960. 

* The Jews had two kiuds of excommunication, the greater and the less, 
the former O^H cherem, wbich excluded the person from the Synagogue* 
and all civil commerce ; and the latter I^^J niddw, which was limited to 
thirty days. 
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In the following instaRCe of Ecctesiastical correction 
{which commenced some short time before the above 
circumstance) it is diflScult to say, whether the tenaci- 
ty of the Court, or the obstinacy of the individual^ 
fee more iremarkable :— 

Mt. D£WBS» 

Since yon have hitherto slighted, and disregarded all the 
ckationQy and friendly admonitioojs from time to time sent you, and 
have not appeared in Court to answer in A certain case of fornic»- 
lion, and incoatinancy, (of which sin you have long since stood, 
and now stand l^Uy presented) but on the contrary, have continued 
obstinate and contumacious, I am ordered to acquaint you, that the 
Ordinary of this jurisdiction has still so far indulged ypu, as to give 
you three weeks longer time, from the date hereof, to come before 
him, to make a proper submission for the several contempts you have 
been guilty of, and to abide by what he shall there think proper to 
order and decree ; otherwise you will certainly be excommunicated 
without further notice or advice, to avoid which direful sentence, 
and the consequences thereof, you have it now in your own powe?, 
if you think proper. v 

I ton, &c, 

fliDWAllD TfiOMAjS^ Rbw. 
Hawarden, June 12, 17SQ. 



Mr. Dbwjes, 

Tho' you have fartherto agannst all commoi civility, naj^; 
agaiiESt Jflw, reason, and religion, and consequently against yoar.awB 
best interests tooi, long abused the elemcacy 4rf the OrtUnary «f tkm 
^ttfisdictioa, by a tnost pervene, obstinate, and contemptnous be<ia- 
^riour, in de^iaing, the several legal and fiiestdiy notices aadadntt^ 

I 
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initions, given you from time to time, t;o appear before him in his 
judicial capacity in open court, iii order to confess, and in due man- 
ner to repent of the heinous crime of fornication, wherewith you 
stand charged, and have therefore likewise occasioned a second act 
of denunciation of the .sentence of excommunication against you, 
to be read openly in Church here on Sunday last ; yet such is his 
. merciful disposition towards- you, that if you personally appear at 
the Consistorial Court, held at the usual time and .place, and make 
a proper submission, and take such penance upon you, as shall be 
judicially enjoined you, then defraying the fees of office, &c. will 
the said sentence be taken off, and made void ; but, if you perverse- 
ly resolve otherwise, whidi God in mercy forbid, you are to take no.- 
lice that this is the last overture of reconciliation that will be made 
to you ; so heartily wishing you will accept of the favor, 

I am, your friend, 

EDWARD THOMAS, Rbgr. 
Hawarden, May 26, 1751. 



Mr. Dewes^ 

From the -purport of my last letter to you, you might 
'•asily have inferred the consequence, and what would certainly en- 
sue, provided you continued in your obstinacy, and contempt of the 
power, ^md jurisdiction of 4he Ordinary, as you veiy imprudently and 
contrary to all expectation, have all along done ; altho' thio' Qiis 
clemency only, and by his order you have had so many favorable in- 
dulgences, and repeated concessions, from time to time made you^ 
and all to no purpose ; therefore you have nobody to J)lame but your- 
self and obstinacy. As I now find by the bearer, Lawrence Nevett, 
that you have m incliaation, and intention of making your submis- 
sion, .&c. I took an opportunity, yesterday, to acquaint Mr. Redtor 
therewith, who, this morning, ordered me to acquaint you, that he 
expects you will make your personal appearance 'before him, or bis 
lawful Surrogate, next Saturday^ 19 the afternoon,. about the hour of 
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four, when, if you are determined to make a proper submission to* 
him, and sign your confession, which you will find ready prepared, 
and decently perform such penance as he shall enjoin, and resolve 
to become a new man, by frequenting and performing your duty it 
Church arid Sacraments' in future, and especially it the next high 
ipproaching season, and pay off the charge of both Courts, agreeably to 
the inclosed bill, then, and not otherwise, will all further proceed- 
ings in law against you be suspended and stopt ; the direful sentence 
of excommunication be taken off, and you yourself restored to Church 
communion, &c. This is th^ substance of what I am ordered to 
communibate to ydti, and this also I do assure you, is the Ordinary's 
final determination, which is here sent you for your compliance d^ 
sefuaal. 

I am your friend, 

EDWARD THOMAS, REoa^ ^ 
MflTchai, 1752,. . 



The Office of ther Consistoiy Court of Haw^dert, 
against Edward Davies, of Broughton, Yeoman, in 
a cause of Ecclesiastical correction.' 



Process' and notice . . . ^ 

Service and return 

Prc^y and entering cause 

Admission thereof 

Fee and account when process was return- 
ed, and called; and Deponent decreed 
excommunicated .... 

Drawing schedule of excommunication . 

Deeree^of Ordinary and Registrar 



£. 


8. 


D^ 





8 








3 


4 





6 


2 





3 


4- 





2 


4 





2 








2 
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Ta Prothouotaiy ou filling the mittimus 

of record . . . ^ .13 1 





£. 


s. 


o. i 


Schedufe of excommunication 








6 


Reading ditto . . • 








6 


Excommtuiicatioa .... 





1 


4 


Letters denunciatory > . . . 





2 





Absolution 





1 


6 


Decree for ditto ..... 





2 





Certificate of Absolution 





1 


4 


Fee, Proctor for moving for Absolution 





2 





Clearing, contempts , -.. . -^ 


a 


6 


» 


Account of Court . » . . 








4 


Drawing absolution and dtity . 





4 


S 


Absolution under seal . . . 





1 


10 


Absolution to appe. . '. 








4 


Drawing confession and duty 





6 


8 


Schedule of penance . . . . 





7 





BiU. of costs and. copy . 


o 


1 





To Ordinary's-significavit to the Kkig, 








under seal, duty and messenger to 








the post office . . 





17 


2 


Postage of the transcript and mittiimis 








out of Chancery . . , . 





1 


4 


Postage of letter with significavit . 


a 


2 


*> 


Drawing precipe and cc^y 





2 





To writ and transcript . 





13 


6 


Fee on the writ . . . 





6 


8 
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£. S. D. 

Capias and seal . . . .057 

Sheriff's warrant . . . . 2 6 

Troirbte and many atten<laiiees on Pro- 

tfionotary, under Sheriff, &c. . .068 

Messengers to Mold, Chester, and 
Flint, to the Sheriff, and Bailiff, to 
expedite Court . . . ,040 

A second Sheriffs warrant and Mes- 
senger . . . . ..036 

To Bailiff, to apprehend Defendant 

who could not be found . .0100 

Their and therr two assistants^ charges 

at Thomas Fox's . . . .030 



Richd. Williamsjl ^ Temporal 5 14 
Rector . . J-^ Spiritual 3 6 7 

Total, ..8711' 

" Felix quern faciunt aliena pericula cautum.^' 

The following is a copy of a schedule or order of 
penance :- — 

" The said A. B. shall upon 25 day of 
repair to the parish Church of Hawarden, immediate- 
ly after the first lesson appointed to bemused for that 
morning's service is ended, and being covered with 
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a white sheet, she holding a white rod in her hand, 
bare headed and bare footed, and standing near 
unto the reading desk of the Churchy or any 
other place in the said Church, as the Minister shall 
appoint^ shall say after the Minister, and make con- 
fession penitently, and ia submissive manner, as fol- 
loweth : — 

" Whereas I, good people, n^lecting my doty to 
Almighty Gody have comniitted the most detestable 
and wicked sin of fornication, with D. C. of , 

to the great danger of my own soul, and the evil ex- 
ample of others ^ I am heartily sorry for this my 
wicked and great fault, and humbly beseech Almighty 
God to forgive me this, and all other my sins, and 
so to assist me with his Holy Spirit, that I never com^ 
mit the like again ; and I desire this congregation here 
present (whom by this my lewd vice I have offended) 
not only to take notice of this my just punishment, 
to avoid the like sin, but also to join with me in pray- 
er to Almighty God, saying. Our Father, &c/' 

Before the year 1764, the Church was furnished 
with benches, and annually strewed with rushes, ac- 
cording to ancient custom, but this year, the Hawar- 
den Trustees, out of money arising from the annual 
payment of the River Dee Company, appropriated 
£700. to the improvement of the Church. It now 
underwent a thorough repair, and the present neat and 
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uniform arrangement of the pews was adopted, and 
forthwith executed, to the general satisfaction and com- 
fort of the parishioners. The walls and pillars were 
neatly plastered, the roofs painted, and the windows 
enlarged, and calculated to admit a proper proportion 
of light. In short, it was finished in a style, plain 
indeed, but highly creditable to the- taste and judge- 
ment of the Trustees. 

In the year 1810, the Freeholders, and other pa- 
Tishioners, at a very considerable expense, viz. 948/. 
14s. erected in front of the great West window, a 
handsome oi^an,* which has given the Church a 
i)eautiful and characteristic appearance. 

Attached to the Soutli side of the Chancel, and 
open to it, as the aisles are to the Nave, is another nar- 
row Chancel, bearing the appellation of the Whitleys' 
Chancel, at the East end of which, is a neat and com- 
modious Vestry Room, finished after 1764, and former- 
ly a small Chancel belonging to the Glynnes : before 
this time the Vestry was held in the Chancel. This 
attached Chancel had always been appropriated to the 
use of, and always been repaired at the expend of 

* According to Sir William Dagdale, orgaas were first introdoced into 
English Cbarcbes, 751, yet, psalmody was a popular innovation di|riog the 
first years of the Reformation. The psalms of Stern bold and Hopkins, were 
allowed, not ei^oined, to be sung ; and Collier says, those who have searched 
into the matter, with the utmost care and curiosity, could never discover 
«tny authority from the Church, or the Convocation. 
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the Whitleys, the vaults and monuoaeiits of tiie fa- 
mily being wholly within it Both Chancels being 
private property, underwent no repair at the time of 
the improvement of the Chu«:h ; but in the year 
1817, the Hon. and Rev, George Neville, Rector, and 
bis sister the Hon. Lady Glynne, (Represent Baronet, 
being a minor) resolved upon what had IcMig been con- 
templated by the late Sir John, and the late Sir Stephen 
Richard Glynne, — the improvement of their Chan- 
cel ; and in order that both might be rendered uni- 
form, application was made to Charles Dundas, Esq. 
the representative of the Whitley family, for the fee 
of his Chancel, which he handsomely alienated* to 
the parish ; and moreover gave one hundred pounds 
towards perfecting the repairs of it, retaining only the 
rights of burial, and the preservation of the monu- 
ments. In consequence of this, the walls of the South 
West, and the South side, as far as die before-men- 
tioned Vestry Room, were taken down, and also the 
East end of the great Chancel, and both were sub- 
stantially rebuilt, and finished in the inside, with a 
neatness correspondent with the Church, and forming 
together a whole that reflects credit upon the present 
generation. 

The aggregate expenditure on the two Chancels, 



* The deed of alieimtioD, signed by the di£ferent parties, and sealed with 
the Seal of the Church Peculiar, is lodged in the Registry, and a copy ii 
inserted in the FeolTee Book. 
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including the impFOVement of the Communion Table, 
and the removal of the Pulpit, amounted tD ^* 1,416. 
«s. 2fd. which was digcharafed as follows :**- 

£. s. D. 
By Sir Stephen Richard Glynne . . 471 4 Of 
By the Hon. and Rev. Geo. Neville^ 

Rector . . . . . 51 13 10{ 

fly the Parish i^41 6 6 

By Charles Dundas, Esq. M. P. . . 100 
By Seats, in the South Chancel . ^52 3 9i 



^'1,416 8 Si 



The Chancel Window is large, and handsomely em* 
blazoned, empaling the Arms of Glynne, and Neville ; 
and Neville and Legge. 

The Communion Table, which aforetime stood un» 
*der the Chancel Window, was now removed into the 
middle of the Chancel, and elevated upon four steps 
above the floor, three of which rise to a platform three 
feet wide, the fourth is for the convenience of kneeling 
round the Table, and this elevation produces a very 
good effect.* On the East side of it are seats to ac- 
commodate 1 60 Children, who are educated in the 
Rector^s School, upon Dr. BelPs plan. On the walls 

* Sacrament was admiaistered at this New CommaaioD Tabic, for Ibc 
ifirst lime at Cfarwtmas, ISifi. 

J 
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of the Chancel are several marble monuments elegantly 
sculptured, to the memory of the Ravenscrofts ; a 
Mrs. Booth, of Mottram, in Cheshire ; Rector Wil- 
liams and Lady ; Rector Crewe and Lady ; and on a 
large brass plate, an inscription to the memory of Dr. 
Price, Rector. In the parish Chancel is a beautiful 
monument to Colonel Roger Whitley, with brasses, 
and other minor memorials affixed to the walls. On 
the South East pillar of the transept is a neat monu- 
ment to the memory of Thomas Boydell, Esq. This 
Gentleman^s father, himself, and his son, the present 
James Boydell, Esq. have now successively held the 
agency of the Glynne family, nearly a whole century ; 
an ample proof of the honourable discharge of a dif- 
ficult and important trust, " Sweet shall be the re- 
ward of the just Steward.^' — There is also on the 
South wall, of the South transept, Jl neat monument 
to the memory of Mr. Joseph Turner, Architect. 

Six of the inscriptions are here transcribed :— • 

Georgius 
Ravenscrofte 

Armiger, antiqua generosa stirpe 

Oriundus, c Dorothea F. et Haerede 

Johannis Davies Annigeri uxore cariss. 

Liberos 12 suscepit ; Filios novem, et tres 
Filias. Quorum sex, Thomam scilicet, Gulielmum, 
Radulphum, Edwardum, Rogerum, et Antonium, 
(Patre optimo ornatos) superstites reliquit. Publici 
Vicecomitis militis pro Parljamento ; Cuslodis 
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Rotulorum et pacis munia magna cum laude gessiu 
Deum sancte coluit. Fide in amicos et proximos 
Charitate eximia claruit. Tandemq. sub certa 
Resurrectionis in Christo dpe Vitam frs^lem 
Cum aetema mutavit. Maii 28. An<^. Difi 1592. 
Hie peccatoris miseri jacet (ccce) Cadaver 
Quern Christi sanguis piofusus morte redemiu 
Petra fuit fidei, pretiosae et victima.vite 
£t mea spes, in qua moriens, expecto salutem. 
Peccavi fateor graviterr peccataque flevi. 
Major commissis Christi est miseratio nostris^ 
Hoc monumentuu designavit fieri in memorian^ 
Fratris et sui ipsiufr Gulidmus Ravenscrofte 
Armiger, cura et expensis Fratris et Execu- 
toris sui Antonii Ravenscrofte Armigeri. 



Here lieth the Body of 
' Thomas Ravenscrofte 
Of Broadlane, in the County of Flint, Esq^ 
the only son of Edward Ravenscrofte Esq.^ 
who departed this life, the Sd day oi 
May, Ab^. DonT. 1698, 
in the 28^** year of his age. 
In the year 1691, he married Honora 
the only daughter of Ralph Sneyd^ of 
Keel HaU, in the county of Stafford, Esq . 
by whom he had issue one Son, Thomas, 
and three Daughters, Honora, Catherine, and Amkr 
he died in the service of his Country a Memb' 
of Parliament and lamented by all that knew 
him ; he was a kind Husband, and Father, 

Just to his word and Friend. 
Quis dcsiderio sit p.udor aut modu» 
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Uun chaii capitis. 

Here also lyeth the body of his only Soa 

Thomas Revenscroft 

who was bom after his death 

and deceased the 3d of June 

Ao.DonT 1698. 



Deposkum 

Johannis Pricaei S. T. P. Johannis Pricsi de Rhiwkis Af* 

Filii natu minoris ; 

Novi CoUegii apud Oxonienses olim Socit, 

Postea Ecciesise Aasavensis Prebendara 

Qui, 

Natalium splendorem Pietate in Deum minime fucata* 

Morum sanctitate, integritate, suavitate, egregie 

Honestavit : 
Ineunte Adolesoentia pro Carolo J. sub Gulielmo Fratrtf 

Ordines duxii : 
Deinde se totum Christo et Eoclesis eonsecravit ; 
et saeris ordinibus initiatus, 
Ecclesiam hanc per annosoctoctecim majtima cum laude rexit. 
Vixit annos LXIJI. menses IX. dies XI. obiit IV. non. Mart. 
A. D. MDCLXXXIU. 
Jana ex Wwlbie neptis» 
Testao^ento Hier^ dicta, 
Observa^ti® et giatitu^is ei^go*. 
H. M, P. 



Near this place fieth 

ihtened the Body of 

Colonel Roger Whitley, 
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late of Peel, in the County of Chester. 
Eldest son of Thomas Whitley, Esq' . 
Of Aston, in thb Paiish, by Elizabeth Brereton, his second wife. 
He married Charlotte, sister of the right honoiarble 
Chatles Gerard, Earl of Macclesfield, 
And bad issue by her, three sons and six Daughters, viz. 
Gerard, Thomas> Roger, Mizabetb, Charlotte, 
Henrietta, Maria, Penelope, Jane, and Anne. 
He died July 17th. 1697. 
Thi3 Monument was erected to his memovy 
By bis Grand Daughters Charlotte and Elizabeth Mainwaring, 
Daughters of Sir John Mainwaring, 
Of Peover, in the County of Chester, Bart. 
And Elizabeth Whitley, 
1722. 



On Mr. BoydelJ's Monument designed by Banks, is 

Grief personified and leaning over an Urn, 

inscribed as below. 

Thomas Boydell, Esq. 

and Mary, the Daughter 

of Cutiibert Ridley of Macclesfield, 

in the county of Chester, Gentlei^aa, 

vere manied May XXI»': MDCCLXI. 

He died July XXXI«: MDCCXCV. 

aged LXVI. 

Having survived his affectionate Wife. 

10 years. 

Below the Urn. 

Sacred to tbe Memory 

•f Thomas Boydell, Esquire, late of Travallyn, in the couptj of 

Denbigh, 
Many years Agent for several Estates 
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In this and the neighbouring Counties. 

His Industry was unremitted, his Probity unquestioned 

And bis Benevolence unbounded. 

In biff extensile Concerns, he reconciled 

A vigilant zeal for the Interest of the Landlord, 

With a compassionate Indulgence to the Tenant. 

He died revered by his Family, 

Beloved by his acquaintance, 

and lamented by all. 

His Children, in memory of the best of Parent* 

Have erected this Monument. 



As a proof of the salubrity of the air of this Parish, and the cob-^ 
sequent longevity of the inhabitants, among many instances of pro- 
tracted age in the Church yard, is the following : — 

" Ruth Williams of Shotton interred May 1»* 1748 
Aged 112." 



Dividing the entrance into the christening seat, and 
near the Vestry Room door, is an oaken post or pil- 
lar, surmounted by a cross, and very handsomely 
carved in relievo. — This pillar is, in all probability, 
coeval with the Church, and might have had a corres^ 
ponding one, forming the entrance into the Chancel, 
where, indeed, it formerly stood, with its basis insert- 
ed into a strong oaken step ; its height in square is 
3ft. Sin. its width ISlin. — from the square to the bot- 
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torn of the cross 7f in. and the height of the cross is 
J 1 in. On the cross is an eagle, with wings expand- 
ed, surnaounted by a vine branch and grapes, and 
holding in his beak a scroll with « In Domino confi. 
do.'' On the reverse is the Jike device^ with " Spero 
in Domino/' On the upper part of tlie pillar is a 
griffin's head and neck, resting upon an helmet ; to 
this appended is a shield quartered, bearing a coat of 
ai-ms,* and on each side thereof a buck's head ; below 



• The qaarterings are, first, a Lion rampant in a semee of Fleurs de lis • 
second, a cheveron between three Backs beads ; third, a cbeveron between 
three Rarens-; and the fourth as tbe^rsL— The figures at first sight would 
induce a belief that they referred to the three £rst possessors of this manor 
and advowson, viz. the Lion, for the Montalts ; the Griffins' head, for tht 
Montacutes; and the Buck's heads, for the Stanleys, foresters of Wirral • 
but Mr. Llwyd, of Bank Place, Chester, whose Heraldic erudition, particu- 
larly in Welsh pedigrees, is undoubted, observes " That this Pillar was en- 
graved before lines were introduced in carving or engraving to distinguish 
colours (which is the only distioctien between coats having the same figures^ 
er charges) and that the first paternal coat only^ viz. the Lion rampant in a 
semee of Fleur de lis, is known to appertain to the families of Poole, Hoi- 
Tand, and Beaumont ; and that it is probable, the arms being in a female 
shield, or lozenge, that the Pillar denotes the burying place of a maiden 
daughter of Randolph Poole, Rector of Hawarden, before 1539." 

It has been seen, page 33, that Hugh Ravenscroft, about the year 1410, 
married Isabel, the daughter of Ralph Holland, Esq. of Bretton, but neither 
record, nor tradition, has left any clue to identify him with the great family 
of the Hollands, who were Earls of Kent, and Surry, and Dukes of Exeter, 
and took their name and original from Holland, near Wigan in Lancashire* 
They possessed the township of Halewood, in that county, now in part th« 
Blackburnes, by descent, and in part the Earl of Derby's by grant from 
Henry YII. The Estates of the Hollands of Denton, in Lancashire, came 
by marriage to Sir John Egerton, Bart then of Farthinghoe, Northamp- 
tonshire, whose Lady, on the death of her brother, became heir general to 
his Estates. This Sir John Egerton, was the great grandfather of the late 
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«ire two compartments very richly ornamented. The 
vine branch and grapes surrounding the Eagle,* are 
no doubt, emblematic of the wine used in the sacra- 
ment, and it may also allude to the offerings of devO^ 
tion among the Hebrews, which were made to the 
Ministers of the Temple, and which consisted of un- 
fermented witie, oil, i^orn, &c. When an Israelite 
<3ffered a !oaf of bread to the priest, a part was reserv*- 
ed for his own use, and a part broken into crumbs, 
mixed with wine and oil, was spread upon the fire of 
the Altan This ornament of the vine was remarkably 
splendid in the gold table for shew bread, which Pto- 
lemy Philadelphus presented to the Jews for the ser* 
vice of the Temple ; besides other rich ornaments, it 
was encircled with a golden vine, whose fruit, leaves, 
and tendrils, of exquisite workmanship, hung round 
in beautiful festoons: this was a part of his noble pre- 
sent in return for the Septuagint translation of the 
Bible. 



Earl WiItoD, whose Est&tes and Tkte are now devolved qpoo Thomas, 
seooDd son of Earl Orosveoor. 

* The Eaglfc too may have a reference, ^hich at this period is not easily 
traced. On the Bas Relief of the Arch erected in honour of the Roman 
Emperor Titus, on the Eastern declivity of the Palatine Mount, and 
representing the procession blearing awAy the spoil taken from the 
Temple at Jerusalem, there are, upon one of the flat sides, upon 
irbich the Golden Candiestic is placed, the figures of twd Eagles, with a 
trreathe t>etween them—" Ye have seen what 1 have done to Egypt, when 
1 raised you as on the wings of Eagles, and brought you before me.** 
Exodus xix, V. 4. 
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Also, Sir WiHiam Jones, on the mystical poetry of 
^he Persians and Indians, observes, *' that in the yo- 
cabulary of the Sufi Poets, wine invariably signifies 
devotion. 

The Dies'Dedicationis, t)r Wake, is kept on the first 
Sunday after Old Holy Cross,* and is u^ally the 
first Sunday in October. There was moreover another 
annual Festival to the Saint, vv^hose name the ChurcTi 
received at its consecration : both these were substitut- 
ed in the room of idolatrous anniversaries, as well by 
the Roman Britons, as Saxons, and contiTiued till the 
Reformation, when the celebratio Sancti was brderdd 
to be discontinued. These wakies, or holyday tinies, 
collected great numbers of people for the purpose 6f 
feasting, and rural diversions, and gave birth to our 
Fairs (feriae) which were formeily teM at this season 
in the Church-yards,^ and even in the Churches, till 
more corrupt manners, and a less regard to decency of 
behaviour, rendered it necessary to break through that 
>custoni . Ill this parish, the wake continues three or 
four days ; and though there be six or seven public 
houses in the tdwn, there are instances of «£? 100, 
"being received in a single house; Feasting, horse- 

'* Or Holy Hood. The Festival of the Cross is didtiisgiiished by theturnfe 
of Holy , Rood- day. The word Rode in tberSax^o ninguage,^ s||;Difies « 
Cross. 

f Id Norwich, -a Fair was graotod to the Chirrcb, and kept upon Trinity 
.Sanday, upon TomUaod, before the gates <>f the MoQastery» at which a ricft 
44>ok place in 1272, and many citizens were killed* 
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racing, dancing and drinkiag, are the principal amuse- 
nentB, and the -general notion, 

** Rapiamus occa8i<»ein de die." 

The term, wakes has its name from Woeccan, wakes 
or vigils,, because .the Saints' hdydays, commenced at 
^«itfiset4the precediAg^ve, at which time the people re- 
paiwi to the Chnrdji, and joined in the service there- 
of to ;a late hour* 

.The Seal of this Church, represents Daniel in the 
Lion^s Den, and to him is the Church said to be de- 
diCK^d : the legend on the exei^ue is, " Sigillum : pe- 
culiaris : et : exemptae : jurisdictionis : de : Hawarden,'' 

At idle West end of each aisle the 'ip^all is ornament- 
ed widi a laige black table handsomely inscribed with 
letters of goid ; the one significant of the means 
wbeveby the Church was improved in 1764 ; and the 
^her container a list of benefactions for charitable 
purposes. 

. It would be swerving from the adapted motto in the 
title page, to dismiss the subject of this Church, with- 
.^xut^v^ertif^ to a singular practice still retained, but 
'^ich appears to be a work of supererogation* On 
the Sunday preceding Holy Thursday, and imme- 
diateiy after Morning Prayer^ notice is given of the 
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elected Parish Officers, and also to Executors ^and 
others, who may have aoy coacern in the Court Ec- 
desiastical, to attend at the time and place appointed, 
and then the Clergyman reads aloud the names, both 
inale and female, of thoise whose imprudence, or illicit 
k)V6, has burdened, or is likely to burden the parish 
with expenses^ The nam^ are proelainaed as follows : 

Joseph D. for fornication and bastardy, witii Sarah G*. 

Walter U with Anne Mam V* 

Stephen Jiames K. .. .. with Lettice Ann W. 

Sometimes from twenty to thirty pairs* of these 
delinquents have been called over at one timfe, teV 
the annoyance of religious feeling, and the offence 
of every modest femalcy whether niarried or single. * 
On these occasions, it frequently happens that sottie 
of the offenders have the effrontery to be present, 
and whilst they shew a careless indifference them- 
selves, are the means of seducing others to the com- « 
mission of like crimes ; it is therefore a question, wor- 
thy the consideration of those whom it may most con- . 



* The notices given in the Cathedral Cliuroll> of Abo, in Finland^ are,: iii 
'e(HD|Miris6o with thase^ inttoeent, though both are aubVersive Of that pioua 
kraio ofthbught which ought to occupy a 4evout congregation. In thi* 
Cathedral, the Minister previous to the concluding prayer, reads in aik 
audit)le voice a list of the birOis, deaths, and marriagts^ ofthc p«*e66diJii|: 
week; be next recouoto the sale of bouses made, and to be made,, and thea^ 
adds the directions of the unclaimed letters, at the Post-Office. 
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cern, whether such a practice does not defeat the pro- 
posed end. In the case of young criminals of another 
description, it has been on all hands agreed, that in 
order to reclaim them, and again restore them to sor 
ciety, they should be sent to a Penitentiary for the 
benefit of admonition, and private remonstrance, ra- 
ther than be sent to a gaol, where youthful depravity 
would be confirmed, and the mind so degraded as to 
render it callous to all reproof, and incapable of sense 
of shame. So in the cases now before us, if a young^ 
^omau be once exposed in a full congregation of her 
parishioners, she despairs of ever recovering her cha- 
racter ; and if she possess any tenderness of heart, or 
delicacy of mind, the almost general characteristics of 
female nature, she pines in private ; or if she be 
an exception, she gives loose to her exposed passions, 
and is found a regular offender upon this disgraceful 
list, and so abandoned as to leave no hopes of amend^ 
ment 

" Ne scuticd dignum bonibili sectere flagello.** 

It has been asserted, that importunity and opportu- 
nity will conquer the most heroic virtue — without in- 
quiring into the truth of this aphorism, there can be 
little doubt, but, that many of these much to be pitied 
offenders have fallen victims to the arts and promises 
of their seducers, and to whom such an exposure can 
contribute little as a preventative to a recurrence of a 
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similar crime ; for having once suffered this public 
Ecclesiastical censure, there remains nothing more to 
be ashamed of. Excommunication and penance by- 
exposure in a white sheet, hare long ago been dis- 
pensed with, and it is presumed for the same reason ; 
and that extraordinary instance of severity, noted at 
page 58, reflects no credit upon the Rector of that day, 
whether he be considered as a man, a christian, or a 
magistrate. The wisest of mankind has said, " The 
merciful man doeth good to his own soul, and he that 
hath mercy on the poor is happy,^' and the mild re- 
buke of our blessed Saviour, who spoke as never yet 
man spake, " Go and sin no more,^^ in a case 
of more aggravated crime, seems to have been record- 
ed as an example worthy imitation, and expressive of 
that mercy, the which, if not shown to another, our- 
selves can lay no cls^im to, in the expected Court of re- 
tributive Justice. 

After this offensive ceremony, the Clerk gives out 
the psalm j and then follows the sermon. 

On the night of the 13th of April, 1821, the 
Chiirch and Vestry Room were broken into, and the 
Communion Plate stolen, consisting of two large Flag- 
gons, two Chalices, two Patens for bread, and one large 
Dish, all double gilt ; and one silver. Paten of the large 
size, together with a new black cloth Pall, a lawn Sur- 
plice, and two silk Hoods. 
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The Plate was found a few days afterwards, much 
damaged, having been buried at the point of one of 
stotie groins shooting iuto the River^ betwixt the 
Mark and the Higher Ferry ; but all inquiry, and 
a reward of ^'50. were inefiectital in discovering the 
perpetrators of this daring Robbery. 



DIMENSIONS OF THE CHURCH. 



Length of the Nave 71 faet^ width 16 ft. ^ inches. 

Aisles 71 ft. 11 ft. 6 in. 

Chancel 48 ft. 10 in. SO ft: 9 in. 

Parish Chancel S6 ft. 8 in. 18 ft.r O in. 

Vestry Room 18 ft. a in; 12 ft. in. 



In 15S5 were 44 Christen. In 1700 were 57 Christ^ 

1606 90 1800 151 

1660 -83 1821 177 

of which there were 86 Males and 92 Females. . 

Marrij^ges 23. — Burials 93. — viz. 47 males, 46 females. 



Population in 1801 4073.— In 1811. ....... 4435. 

1821 ...2590 m. 2466 f.— Total 5059- 
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The Hon. and Rev. George Neville, Rector. 

Rev, H^ary Jo^es, A. M. Curate. 

Mr. Thomas Barber, Clead^, ivbioh office he hags 
discharged with credit to iiiimel^ vod satkfaction to 
the parish, for moiie thjan 90 years past. 

The Church-yard was piairted fownd «wth trees, 1815, 
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The early parish history is involved in great obscu- 
rity, and there are no existing records to disperse its 
gloom. The inhabitants appear to have had but little 
connexion with the neighbouring parishes, by which 
any clue can be seized to discover their employ- 
menL«!, whether agricultural, commercial, or mineraK 
The earliest document the parish possesses, save the 
Register, is a copy of the Will of George Ledsham,* 
late of the Inner Temple, London, bearing date Fe- 
bruary 24th 16065 and of the Inquisition and Decree, 

* Mr. Ledsham was a Freeholder of this parish, and the proprietor of that 
Estate in Ewloe, known by the name of Farm Stile, the which be gave to bis 
sister Ann Ledsham, who married a Mr. Robert Jones, farmer, at Bistree, 
in the parish of Mold, and grandfather of the late Mr. Jones, of Farm Stile 
aforesaid. This last Mr. Jones having no issue, willed the Estate to his 
nephew, Mr. William Leach, his eldest sister's eldest son« by Mr. Jvku 
l* oach^ of Pentrobin, who is the present possessor* 
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made and executed, by several Commissioners, by 
force, and. in virtue of a Commission issued out of 
^is Majesty^s High Court of Chancery, in the .year 
16375 being the 13Vh of the reign of Charles I. and 
'Pursuant to the statute for charitable uses. 

By this WiH, George Ledsham left a£300. to erect 
and maintain a Grammar School for ever, in the West 
corner of the Church«yard, of Hawarden. Interest of 
money at this date viras ^'10. per cent.* and a stone 
at the gable of the building records, that the School 

• Europeans became acquainted with India, from the expedition of Alex- 
ander the Great. Upon the division of his extensive Empire, Ptolemy seized 
upon Egypt, and commenced a traffic with the Western coast of Hindoostan, 
which was carried on by him, and his soccessors, till Eg>pt became a Romaa 
province, thirty years before the Christian Era. The Romans, alive to the 
▼alae of this commer<^e, greatly extended it, and spread through that mighty 
Smpire ilB silks, cottons, spices, gems, pearls, Ate. 'till themselves, alike 
unfortunate with their predecessors, fell a prey to foreign enemies, and 
Egypt submitted to the Saracen Yoke, A. 0. 649. The Mohammedans, 
not suffering any Christians to pass through their dominions to the East, , 
Alexandria and Constantinople became the Marts for East India produce^ 
and the principal traders were the Greeks ; but the wealth which poured in 
upon them was so great, that they abandoned themselves to indolence and 
effeminacy, and. the Italians next succeeded to this lucrative traffic, making 
^Alexandria their principal scene of action. The Genoese, Florentines, and 
Venetians, were the importers into Europe. In process of time the Ve- 
netiansf monopolized the whole trade, and Oxing tbeir'own prices upon'their 
goods, obtained such enormous profits as enabled them to give £20. per cent. 
for Gold and Silver, to extend it ; and this extravagant rate of interest con- 
tinued from the close of the eleventh century, to the sixteenth. In 149S, 
ITasco de Gama, a Portuguese officer, discovered a passage to India, by the 

f Shakespeare, in his Merchant of Venice,, cepying an Italian Novellist of 1^ obserres^tbat 
lOkt Vessel's nde tonching the rocks, 

" Would scatter all her spices in the stream. 
Enrobe the roaring waters with her Silks.** 
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was built 1608, so that the ioter^st of two years would 
he fully adequate to the original building, which cost 
50/. and the principal would be left dear. Interest 
was reduced to 8/. per cent, in 1624, to 6/. per 
cent, in 1651, and finally to 5/. per cent, in 171 4» 
from which date the endowment could be only 
15/. per ann. In the year 1773, through the 
economy, and good management of the Feoffees, the 
salary was raised to 17/. 10s. and March I3th, 1810, 
the interest of a donation of 50/. from the Master, rais- 
ed it to SO/, per anij. which is the present endow- 
ment In the years 1813-14, the Feoffees, from funds 
originating in small savings, and accumulating at com- 
pound interest, assisted also by :the laudable exertions 
of the parishioners, were enabled to take down the 
main part of the original School, which was now be- 
<come dangerous of falling, ^nd not only to rebuild* 
but to raise .the walls, and place over the whole a 
Dormitory, airy ^wd ccmifortable, and calculated to 
accommodate forty boys,. Adjoining the School they 
jaJsQ erected a School House, proportionably suited to 
such an ^establishment ^ and to render it still more 
complete, the munificence of Sir Stephen Richard 
Glynne, Bart, and Rector Crewe, bestowed an ex^ 
tensive Court-yard, wherein other offices might be 

•■■■ ' ' p ■ - - ^ • ' "- '■' • ' • — ^- — ; ■' ■ • ■■■■! — ^ 

Cape of Good Hope, and tbis riyalsbip, carried on witboat (be expense of 
fk'eqiieittly loading, and anloading, which was unavoidable either bj the Red 
9m, fur tbe Persian Ottipb, spoD underi^ined tjbie Ye^eti^n inoDopo.Iy ; ami 
in 1500, the rate of interest fell to XI 2. per ceat It was £10. per cent 
Anno 1606^ when Mr: j^fed^bam bequeathed bis legacy to the SchooL 
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bctfasionally built, together with a passage four feet^ 
four inches wide within, alcwig the South side of th^ 
School, the boundisiry line of both being, Secured by 
a subdtantid brick w^tt, »ird rfie whole fornted an In* 
stitution of the greatest utility anad comfort* The 
situation is inost beautifdl smtl salubrious^ and the 
present Master^ Mr* Bagley,* by his extradrdinapy at- 
tention to hib^ paptis, appears in every redpect calculat- 
ed to maintain the long established credit of the 
School*.— 'See the appendix*. 

Though Hawarden had some share in the Great 
Rebellion, it contains no records thereof, aad all that 
is known of it appears m the connected history of 
Chester .^ It seems* that Sir William Brereton, of Brere- 
ton,. in Cheshire, was an enemy to that arbitrary tax 
imposed upon the country, under the name of Ship* 



« There Are iDStances vithin the writer's knov^ledgei of Ommmar Stifaools^ 
bttviag been coaverted into Nationftl Schools. This phin is subversive of 
the WiU of the Donor^ and cootrar) to the statute ^f MortmaiUy. and is aJs6 
most injurious to tile Parishioner^. ttovA the Gradlihar 9ch0tfl bat^ issued 
etiafActer^ tliat hm^ done hooor both to Cburebatid State^btti that opfK>r. 
fciuiit^ in these instances is gone for ever, unless through application for 
redress to the Attorney General, the King being tlie supfdoid Guardiid o1^ 
alt €barltid^. This utlprecedented,. ttnnatural^ add iodefetusibie i^ay of 
^Kt^ding^ or aUbring a <mdde of Charity, will not probably be again risqucd. 
Whenever a Grammar School fails to be elective, the fault will be found to 
rtfst lii the Trustees, wbd haVe either elected ilninisompefeAt, or a oarelesfe^ 
Master $ as impedimeoty^ which the) should immediately remove. If a 
School upon jyp Bell's plan would be furthering the advantages of Educa- 
liouy the Charity should originate with the projectors, not at the expense 
of the praiseworthy founder of the Grammar School. 
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money, and his estate in Chester, consisting of Nun^s 
Hall, and Nunnery Lands, which he probably consider* 
ed as tax free,* being brought into the assessment, he 
quarrelled with the Citizens, his^ Assessors, as well as 
his Sovereign y and publicly declared, by beat of drum, 
in the streets, for the Parliament^ in opposition to the 
King ; and in July, 1643, appeared before the walls of 
the City, with an armed force, but was repulsed* 

On the 11th of November following. Sir William^ 
knowing probably the sentiments of Thomas Ravens- 
eroft, of Bretton, Esq. and Mr. John Aldersey, who 
were then in the garrison of Hawarden Castle^ passed 
over Saltney Marsh, with a party of his adherents, and 
was there joyfully received. The possession of this 
fortress was of great importance lo Sir William, as it 
enabled him to cut off all communication with the 
city from this quarter, and to deprive the citizens of 
their supply of coals. Oa the same day that this hap- 
pened, the before-named Thomas Ravenscroft, pre- 
tending to be of the King's party, and being unsus- 
pected, sohcited and obtained from the garrison at Ches- 
ter, one barrel of gunpowder. Sir William now wrote 
a summons to Sir Abraham Shipman,. the Governor at 
Chester^ demanding him to surrender up the city ; but 
he braved him, and ordered the suburbs of Handbridge 



• By the laws of the Saxons, Lands granted to the Church, were not liable 
«o> secular service, except they were at first subject ttiereto, whilst in th^- 
IJADds of secular men. 
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to be demolished, to prevent the enemy from taking 
shelter therein, should he make an attempt upon the 
Town. At this time, a party of the King^s soldiers 
arrived at Mostyn, in this county, and advanced to 
Hawarden Castle, under the command of Colonel 
Marrow, who sent a verbal summons by a Trumpet, 
to which a curious written answer was returned. The 
summons was repeated and reanswered. On the'22d, 
more forces arrived from Ireland, under the command 
of Sir Michael Emley, and Major-General Gibson, 
who again summoned the garrison, but without effect. 
The Commander in Chief of the Castle had also a 
threatening letter from Captain Sandford, in which he 
informs . him, that he neither gives nor takes quarter ; 
and concludes his epistle thus, " I am no bread and 
cheese rogue, but, as ever, a Loyalist, and will ever 
be, while I can write or name, 

THOMAS SANDFORD, 

Captain of Firelocks. 

This epistle is dated from Broadlane Hall, where I 
now am your near neighbour^ Nov. 28th, 1643. 

The garrison not surrendering, Sir Michael, and 
Major Gibson, applied to Chester for assistance, and 
obtained thence a reinforcement of 300 citizens, and 
the companies under Captain Thropp, and Captain 
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Morgell : with this^ force a brisk attack was made 
the day foUowing — the besieged hung out a white flag^ 
and Dec* 4th, 1643, capitulated* The next morning 
the Castle was surrendered to Sir Michael: Emley, on 
condition to inarch out with halt^ arms, and two pairs 
of colours, one flyingy and the other fui'led, and to 
be safely convoyed either to Wem, or Na«itwich. 
The 'party from Chester liiarcked home again, with-t 
out the loss of a single mafi. On the 33d Dec^ 
1645, the Castle was ordered to be dismantled, that 
is, rendered untenable. Sir WiUiam Glynae further 
reduced it in l665, and it ha^ siikce remained a mere 
shadow of its original grandevfr— the wi^ck of hnmati 
pride, and ai^ emblem of the mtttabihty of all sub* 
Itmary things. 

« 'Tis now the Raven's bleak abode^ 
'Tis now the apartment of the Toad, 
And there the Fox securely feeds. 
And there the poisonous Adder breeds, 
ConceaPd in ruins, moss, and weeds,'* 

The City of -Chester was afterwards besieged, and 
reduced to the greatest distress; and, compelled by 
famine, it at length surrendered to the Parliament 
forces, under Sir William Brereton, the 3d day of 
February, 1646. 

At this date, the ancient Pamilies of the Lordships 
of Hawarden were — 
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First. The Whitleys, tracing themselves back to 
the 4th year of Edward .3d, 1268. The family 
«eat was Aston Hall, now the property of Charles 
Dundas, Esq. of Barton jCourt, Beiishire, M. P. 
by marriage with the lieiress, Miss Anne Whit- 
ley, whose only daughter Jane Whitley, is the wife 
of James Deans, Esq. only son and heir ; a Post 
Captain in the Royal Navy, who has taken the surnames 
and arms of. Whitley Dundas, in addition to that of 
Deans, by Royal Sign Manual, (see page/*/:) Thomas 
Whitley compounded for his estate for X\^5. 

Secondly. The Hopes, of Broughton. The last 
George Hope, was the son of George Hope, and 
Alice, the daughter of Thomas Crachley, of Daniel's 
Ash, Esq. the son of George Hope, the son of John 
Hope,' son of William. Hope, son of Foulk Hope, 
(who married a daughter of Randolf Poole, Rector 
of Hawarden) son of Peter Hope, son of Oliver 
Hope, son of John Hope,* son of Robert Hope, of 
Broughton, son of Robert Hope, son pf Hugh Hope, 
«on of Hugh Hope, of Hawarden, 1297. Qeorge 
Hope, though he received his estate unencumbered, 
contrived to raise money upon it to such an extent, 
as to leave not a wreck behind. He died May l6th^ 



'^ John Hope, alias Jenkin Hop«. The Estates in the neighb^ariag 
parish of Hiipe, which formerly belonged to X4ewelyn ap David ap Afere- 
ditb, were forfeited for his adherence to Owen Olyndwr, an4 were bestowed 
h^ Henry 4th, upon this Jenkin Hope. 
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178 1 . Parcels of this estate were sold to Mr. Thomas 
Boydell, of Trevallyn, and Mr. George Wright, of 
Hawarden ; and Broughton Hall, the seat of his an- 
cestors was purchased about 1754, by Richard Slaugh- 
ter, Esq. who afterwards cased the old Hall, and gave 
it its present respectable appearance. It next passed 
by purchase to Mr. Richardson, of Beeston ; and finally 
to Mr. Samuel Leach, of Oswestry, in whom it is 
now vested. 

Thirdly. The Ravenscrofts, of Bretton, whose an- ' 
cestor settled here about 1440 ; but whose estates, be- 
ing ultimately left to two co-heiresses, became by mar- 
riage, or purchase, the property of the Glynnes and 
Grosvenors. This ancient family divided itself into 
three heads — the Ravenscrofts, of Ravenscroft; the 
R,avenscrofts, of Bretton ; and the Ravenscrofts, of 
Pickhill, who intermarried with many principal fami- 
lies both in England and Wales, See Note page 32. 

And Fourthly. The Alderseys, of Daniel's Ash, pos- 
sessing estates in Diglane, Broadlane, and Ewloe, 
By a deed bearing date 1636, it seems that Edward 
Stanley, son of Piers Stanley, a branch of the house of 
Hooton, was possessed of several valuable estates in 
Ewloe, where he resided, and probably on the site of 
the house still called the Old Hall. His son Robert, 
had a daughter, named Anne, who married a Mostyn, 
of Coed ddA ; she became a widow, and in this deed 
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disposed of her property to Sir Peter Mutton,* Knt. 
-Chief Justice of North Wales, and Robert Davies, of 
ijrwasanney, Esq. in trust for Jdhn Aldersey, of Da- 
niel's Ash, and his wife Catherine, her daughter, and 
their heirs. This ]3roperty consisted of Duckworth's 
Farm ; Gronow's Hays ; Lands, called the Deep 
Works ; the Mill, called Groomsdale Mill ; Grooms- 
dale Croft; several Tenements in the possession of 
Thomas Whitley, Esq. Thomas Ledsliam, George 
Shone, Thomas Nicholas, William Whitley, John Ro- 
gers, Richard Brown, and John Annion, besides other 
lands in Ewloe, ^lled the Wheatfield, the Coomgreave 
Hay, Deep^'s Hill, Sparke's Wood, the Green Croft, 
and the Dingle. Also, in Broadlane, tenements held 
by William Roberts, Richard Roberts, John Laton, 
and John Whitley, and aH these were left to the use 
and behoof of John Aldersey, and Catherine his wife, 
and afterwards ;to the eldest son ^f the same, riz. 
William Aldersey, and 4iis heirs male, or in failure to 
Edward Aldiersey, ;and his heirs male, or in failure 
to John Aldersey, and his heirs, &c. These were 
the three sons of John and Catherine Aldersey, of 
Paniel's Ash. In 1654, William Aldersey, the eld- 
esrt son, was elected a Feoffee 'to the School, as was 



^ This is that Sir Peter Mutton^ who in the House of Cominoos, in a 
eoDversatioo respeotiog Stamps said, *' that this was not the first time that 
Stamps were used, for be had beard before be was born, that Stamps were' 
used here in this Kingdom," uppn which Sir Edvard Coke^ wbo then sat ia 
jiht Chair, called him Sir Peter Stamp. 

M 
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also Thomas Crachley, E^q. of Daniel's Ash. Here 
is a collision of names and interests vrbieh puzzles ii>- 
quiry, and leaves every atteqipt to reconcile it in tbe 
dark. The Crachkys, who i»ow for the 6rst tiaae 
appear as parishionersi are said to have been agents 
of sequestration, under the usurpation of Cromwell* 
The aame of Aldersey is no more heard of, but that 
of O^aebley is substituted for it,^ at Daniel's Ash, 
Dtglane, Broadlane^ and Ewloe. ^ The transfer of 
property in these untoward times, was often mysteri*!' 
ous and difficult of proof, and tb^ hand of pow^r fre- 
quently ^tablished a doubtfwA right ; bwt though we 
faesttateas to the manner of acquisitiofi, we can with 
^eertaiaty trace the progress of possession. 

Thomas Crachtey, the first ^resident >of fhename at 
Daniel's Ash^ itied 1691 f and was succeeded by his 
-son Thomas Crachley, who died 1728. His son 
Thomas Crachley bora tTO?? su<x*eeded him and after 
ficactising tiie Law for many years, is said to have died 
in the King's Bench, London, abotit the year 17'5Q. 
He had a son Thomas Crachley, baptisted 174*19 who 
was also bred to the Law, but probably never practised 
it He was a geQitleoAan oif approved character, but, 
from the careless conduct of his ancestors, was oblig- 
ed to seH his paternal Estate, DatiiePs Ash, to Sir 
John Glynne, Bart anno. 1764> *»d afterwards lived 
a bachelor in retirement. To tbi« gentleman Mr. 
Pennant, of Bs^illt, left a^ Estate, at Ba^illt, which 
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he, Mr, CracMey, bequ€«tbisd to that w<»thy and 
itidependent character Colono) BarnstOD, of the Gity 
of Chester. To him ako Roger Wymxe^ of Tower, 
Esq. brother to the latfe Dn Wynne^ left hi« Estate 
of Tower, aftfer tbe^ deftth ol hi* wife.. Roger died 
1776, hts wife died Februdry 1780,. rad Thooaaa 
Crachley, who' took tlie^ naine of Wynne, enjoyed 
the propmy about thr^ monto oirfy, for he died 
May ^3, 1780. Having no israe. Tower piwscdag 
directed to Miss^ Roberto,/ of -Whittingtony who aba 
took the*, name* of Wynne, * tmd fthe carried it by 
marriage to the Rev. Hope Wynne Eyton, of Lees- 
wood,, in* whom it is now vested ,- 

William^ Grachfey, the first pwprietbr of Diglane,r 
after the Aldei^teysy died 1720, and his son Richard . 
Cratchley, did by WiU dated 1733, and by Codicil 
dated 1737, in^ wfai^ year be died, give and devise 
the inheritance of the EsCi^ of Diglane (subject to 
tbe payment of his debts, and legacies, and an an- 
nuity of <^10. per annum to his brother John Crach- 
ley,) to George Hope, Esq. Bis relation by marriage, 
and the said George Hope, in order to discharge the 
obligations of the Will, did in conjunction witli* the 
said John Crachley, brother and heir of Richard 
Crachley aforesaid, sell, alienate, and confirm the said 
Estate to Sir John Glynne, Bart. 1749. 

Robert Crachley, of Broadlane, and EwIoe,hada 
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son baptized John, 1688, which Robert seeins to have 
hved till about the ye^ IZ^l, he was then* succeeded 
by his sAn John, of the Oaks, in Ewloe, who quitted 
that residence for Broadlrae, where, after experience- 
ing those difficulties which are ever attendant upoa 
mismanageoient and thoughtless expenditure^ he 
died in extreme poverty. There is one son of this 
branch yet remaining, aged about 76. It is remarka-- 
ble that from the year 1658 to 1742 inclusive, there 
were baptized of the Crachleys, forty-pine children,, 
though the name in this parish is now almost extincC 

" Sic transit gloria mimdi." 
** Nunc ager Umbreni sub nomine, nuper Ofelli 
Bictusy erit nuUi proprius ; sed cedet in usum. 
Nunc mihi,i nunc aliij' 



" A little rule, a little sway, 
A sunbeam in a Winter's day, 
fe all the great and mighty have. 
Between the ctadle and the giavr.i" 



This parish, containing 16,444 acres, is of irregular 
form,, and probably not less than 30 miles in circum- 
ference, through which the great road from Chester 
to Holyhead passes longitudinally the distance of 
more than eight miles. The soil bordering upon the 
estuary of the I)ee, and formerly overflowed by the 
tide, is alluvial ; its rising slope towards the town con- 
sists of a rich soil, upon a bed of sand or gravel ; the 
upper parts are somewhat rocky, and covered with a 
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soil less fertile indeed, but in general in a fair state of 
cultivation. The North and West districts have ex- 
tensive beds of coal, and the South West parte are 
stored with clays suitable for, and converted into, » 
great diversity of articles, such as fire bricks, floor 
tiles, drain tiles, ridge tiles, cornices, &c. and also 
into coarse earthen-ware in all its varieties. With 
these valuable strata and substrata we should naturally 
suppose an early and brisk communication with the 
City of Chester, not more than six miles distant ; 
but this was less easy than the present appearance of 
things warrants. The intervening Marsh was scarcely 
passable, save o^^er a narrow pavement, and a bridge 
supported by stoops over its principal gutter, for the 
turnpike road was not formed till about the year 
1757 ; however it is not to be doubted that the City 
of Chester was furnished with coals from the town- 
ships of Aston and Mancott in this parish, at a 
very early period, which were either carted over the 
sands, at low water, the principal channel of the River 
lying under the Cheshire shore, or carried upon horses 
over Saltney marsh. To corroborate this idea, about 
twenty yeans ago, a new work was attempted at As- 
ton, but upon sinking the pits, the workmen were 
surprized at the discovery of workings which had es- 
caped even tradition ; these works must have been 
exhausted in supplying Chester, and the neighbour- 
hood ; for Mostyn, with a less dangerous navigation, 
was the rendezvous of the Dublin coal vessels- 
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The narrow pavement over Saltney Marsh was made 
and maintained atf the expense of the Glywies, fbr 
which they were remufnerated by a toll, taken at the 
toll-house in Bretton, Upon the creation of a Turn- 
pike-road, the Commiserioners compounded with them 
for this toll, and finally ptircbased i* about 90 years 
ago. 

The estuary of the Dee having been long silting 
up,* and the navigation to Chester rendered difficult 
and uncertain to vessels of any consideraWe burden, 
an Act of Parliament was obtained by a company of 
adventurers, in the year I700,t for Cutting a Canai 

* The first notice upon record of the siltiiig up of the Kher Dee, seems 
t* h&ve been as eari y fts 1449, aod a hiiof ww cK>ll9Gteil tbfocigliout tbe Klof 
don, fiod the city ofCbestec assessed^ibr the purpose of building; t Pier^aad 
Haven, at Nestoh, but this proved of little value, for tradition saysy that no 
Vessels of more than 90 tons burden cotHdsail up to Cbester^ Dfcis must 
hdive been a dtstrossiBg oircmnstMioft to tBe Ciliowiis, aod Moordiii^ly in the 
great charte/of Henry 7th, it is recited,^ that the Mayor r and Citizens, had 
held the City of his progenitors. Earls of Chester, paying yearty £!00. and 
tiaft tiirougb the fi'eqtioMcy ef strangers and eotneonrso both by sei and \m^r 
tbej bad hilh«rU> been eaabled to pay Ihe samb^ but now through decay of 
the Haven, and sanding up of the River, they were less able to pay the yearly 
fee farm ; he therefore remitted £80. per annum of the araomil. In the 
year 1677, a Kr.ilBdrew Yarnngtoft, bred a mercer, aod sooiotMDe a soklter 
in the civil wanu became afterwards a great projector, and met with niuch 
encouragement from many persons of distinction : be this year published 
biff** Bngland's Improvemeive by Sea Midlamd/* io wititli Is projected tb» 
plaa* of a New Cut^ from Cbeater, to Flint Castloy-lnit whieh was not carried 
iDto effect In this publication are mentioned the Aston Collieries, and 
of the extent to whieh they were then worked, some oalcalatian nay be form- 
ed, (or be observe^ if the New Cat be effected, £1,000; a year may be saved ia 
carriage of Coals to Chester. 

f The siltiog of the Dee was the cause of increasing the commerce of li- 
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from the sea to Chester^ bait after spending great sums 
of money, the attempt proved abortive. In the year 
1732, Nathaniel Kinderley & Co. applied for, and 
oWined an Act of Parliament, to complete what the 
forrtier company had failed in, and in 1737 the new 
cut was comfdeted- This company engaged to main- 
tain in the said cut, from Ae sea to Wilcox point, sii- 
tnate widiin the liberties of the City of Chester, fif- 
teen feet of water^ at a moderate spring tide, and if 
this were neglected, upon jnotices being given accord* 
ing to the Act, the Commissiooers were empowered 
to appoint persons, to enter upon the Whitesands, 
Lands^ and Gardens of the QMnpany, to take posses- 
sion^ and receive all rmits and profite, and expend the 
same for the purpose of regainii^ the depth of fifteen 
feet in the said river ; and in order to give a prc^r 
4irection b> this Caoai, the company cut thro^h the 
Old Saltn^y . Marsh, belonging to Hawarden, and 
isolated 800 acres on the North side of it marked in 
the Map a u.a a u^ for wdiicfa the Act of Parliament 
gianted j£^&Q^ per fUiBUnu t» be pad by the Compa- 
ny to the Lend of the Manor of Hawarden, and other 
Trustees, and applicable to My uses, which any five 



veifiooiy asd in 1710, tfae first, or Old Dock, was eonstrtctsd ; Id ITSO, Hi* 
population being abont 10,090, an Act of Parliament was obtained for mak- 
ing navigable the Mersey, and IrwaH, as far as Manebester, and opening a 
communication with Northwicb, by means <xftbe River Weaver. Mr: Oreg^ 
SOB saya, this was the first efibrt of the kind made in England ; if so, Wales 
holds honorable precedence, as the Act for making navigable the Dee was 
AbtaiiMdaft 17<fflL 
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Trustees, with the conseat of the Lord, should agree 
upon. 

As this Cut would obstruct the communication be- 
tween Wales, and Wirral, in Cheshire, at ebb-tide, 
two Ferries were erected and are to be maintained, 
and supplied with boats, &c. at the expenceofthe 
River Dee Company, for carrying over at all possible 
times, horses, carriages, and passengers of every des- 
cription, that no inconvenience may arise to the coun- 
try from any act of these associated individuals. 

Soon after the finishing of the Canal, 1737, a 
native of the name of Jonathan Catherall, with other 
of his neighbours, commenced the burning of Fire- 
bricks, OH a small scale indeed, but which has since 
become a very important trade. It is now divided 
into four capital concerns, viz. Messrs* Rigbys and 
Hancock^s, Mr. CatheralFs,. grandson to the above 
named Jonathan Catherall, MesM^. Smalley, and 
Co.^s and Messrs. Mathers Parkes, and Col^s ; these 
9eyeral works in the year 1818, employed 230 persons, 
and burnt f0r home and foreign consumption, an ag- 
gregate of seven millions of bricks, tiles, &c. or 
28,500 tons in weight, which paid to Government a 
duty amounting to ^£1647. Fire-bricks were assess- 
ed to the Poor's Rate 1804. 

In respect of the Coals raised in the townships of 
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Aston, and Mancott (peiiiaps for ages prior to the 
last century) there is no particular account, nor can it 
be ascertained whether natives or strangers, had the 
mans^ement of the works ; but if it be allowed to draw 
a conclusion from what follows, there seems to have 
been but little enterprize in the natives ; for though 
something was done in open work, as it is called, or 
by sinking to the upper stratmn, and alternately wind- 
ing up coals and water ;» though this was done in the 
neighbourhood of the above-mentioned clays,, they 
hazarded nothing more, and indeed, as a coUieiy upon a 
large scale requires a large capital, it is very probable 
ithey wanted the means. 

As far as traditionary evidence' can be depended 
^ipon, it would seem that a Mr. John Sparrow wae 
the first stranger, in modern times, that opened a 
Colliery in this parish, the which he might have 'beeii 
induce/! to do, by the attempt of the firet adventurers 
to cut a navigable Canal to Cheate^r, an undertaking 
which, if completed, might have rendered his designs 
highly lucrative, for the site of the Colliery, was 
at Latchcraft, in the township of Shotton, and not far 
from the mouth of the intended Canal, but this fail- 
ing, his hopes seem to have been disappointed, and the 
work after a few years was abandoned. This same 
person afterwards got some upper coals in Ewioe, and 
was Churchwarden in 1729, after which date he is no 

longer to be traced. 

N 
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In 1737, April 20, Mr. John Lloyd of Ev^oe, leased 
to Mr. James Garteide of Chester, the whole of his 
coals in Ewloe, commonly known by the name of 
^ Lloyd's Hilb,*^ and ebe where, for the term of thirty^^ 
one y6ars, for the gros» sum of J^SSS. 12s.. and ten; 
^ns of coajs ^niLusilly to the Lessor. 

in 1738, a female, now known only by name, as 
Madam Haytrel, from the neighbourhood of Newr 
castle, in Staffordshire, engaged a coalwork, at thq 
Boar's Head, in this paarish, and erected the first Fire 
Engine ; and as Mr. Beighton's was the first practical 
engine of that kind, and only brought into use about 
the yesfr 1717? it might have been expected that an 
eveat so exO^rdinary in this neighbourhood, would 
h^ve leijt some indeli^e ii^ipr^ssion as to. its marked 
fffects; but thei:e are .^o particulars upon r^prdof 
this oifigiQal w^k carried oi;i by .ns^eans of ]S|achinery : 
the pits, hpwevf r, have be^n lately re-open^d> and it has 
be^n di^covered that a very coqsiderable quantity of 
9^^ bad been ri^i^d ia the short ^pac^ of eight or 
liiiae year9» for the M^ork must l^ve be^i^ givei^ up soon 
after the ye^M^ 1746» it beipg pertain that aftar that 
dbte. Madam Haytrel must have h^en considered as a 
very odious character, in the pa^i^h; for hajving witr 
neK^ Sir John Glyrine, Bart, c^nd Bector WilliamSt 
upoii their knees, on the Bowling-green, and overheard 
tiiem drinking the health of the Pretender, she re? 
^rted the transaction in London, and a King^s njesr 
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seDger was speecJily dfepbtched to appirehcfnd the 
offending parties : they wene a<k>or(iiflgly taken %ip to 
the Metropolis, and kept at least two months in the' 
^tfstddy of the tfiefisefiger, befbjte *bey t)btairi^ a 
bearing of the Privy Coimcil ; ^ten, ttd ^defiee- 
itppearinfg- agai^i^ thera^ tUey were disoyirged.' 

A Mr: 9rft, who imd a wdrk trt Mostyttj-iteSBt a^ 
teftopted a GoHieiy at the Castle Hill, i- e. EWloe C^ia- 
Ule^ wh^>e he ifntended to drain the coafe by theate of 
a levdl, the which -he idegan but 'never finished; he 
dl«o bad a doUiery in anodier part of £wlo^ b«it,- 
:as ft a^jpears, did not raoceeid, for ih the oourte of 
n few years ?be died ini^olvent. 

The neict adventurer Was Mr^ Walter Stubbs, <xf 
fi^clAury,'in Salop, an attorney at latv. This gentle^ 
man, about theyear 17*7? purchased, or otherwise ob-- 
liiined from the before-menl5oned Mr. James Oartside, 
«ii *his intei^est in the lease of Mr. Lloyd's cosds, in 
the Lloyd's Millsj^ and raised title same by meanb.of a^ 
Fife En^rife. 

fn 176^5, He teal^dttieadjonring Coals in Sandycroft, 
l^eJorigiiig to- Sir Jdhn^ Glynne, in whit^h Sir JoHn 
1>ecame a partoer, by merging in the concern, the 
farm tent of the^coals, which was dsually one eighth 
frart. This work was soon after kn^wn by the name 
<tf the Sandycroft Colliery, for the lease of the 
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Lloyd^s Hills terminated 1763, and these coals were 
afterwards leased to Read and others. 

The Sandycroft Colliery was now carried on to a 
eonsiderable extent under the agency of Mr. George 
Berksj a. Staffordshire gentleman, introduced here by 
Mr. Stubbs, In 1768, Sir John, with a view of in- 
creasing the sale by an easier communication with the 
City of Chester, projected the plan of carrying the 
coals over Saltney Marsh, by water, the road being at 
that time sandy and very heavy for draught. To thi» 
end a Canal was cut parallel to the turnpike road, 
till it turned off towards a point near the Dee, abou^ 
two miles below Chester. The coals^ were accordingly 
carted to a coal yard in Bretton, and forwarded thence 
on Punts constructed for the purpose ; and to render 
the concern still more complete, in the year 1770, a 
design waa formed of draining the coals on the West 
sidie of the parish by a level. This was begua at 
Michaelmas this year, with much parade and rejoic- 
ing, but the- project was soon give» up, either as im^ 
practicable, or too expensive. A stone„ on the spoty 
near the Mill-pool, with an inscription, records the 
event. The Canal, too, was an unfortunale concern, 
the coals being unloaded at Bretton, reloaded on the 
Punts on the Canal, unloaded again at the end of the 
Canal, and reloaded on Punts upon the river, became 
«o broken, as to be scarcely saleable, independent of 
Ae loss of breakage. Before this plan was finally 
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abandoned by Sir John, 1775, Mr, Prescott, the pro- 
prietor of a capital estate, in the Lordship of Ewloe, 
being about to make trial of his coals, expected to 
reap advantage from the use of this Canal, and un- 
warily gave the Bart. 100/. for the half share of it. 
The ineflficiency of this purchase for the purpose in- 
tended, was soon discovered, and the Canal has since 
been useless. It is in part filled up, but the joint interest 
in the property is recorded upon mere stones, which 
mark out the boundary line. . To return to Sandy- 
croft : coals cojQtiniied to be raised by Mr* Berks for 
the proprietors, Sir John, and Mr. Stubbs. In 1777, 
Sir John died, his share during the lease being left to 
his daughters. Mrs. Crewe's portion was purchased by 
Mr. Berks, and the Colliery was continued by Messrs. 
Stubbs, Berks, &c. till the expiration of the lease, 
about the year 1790. 

Soon after the Colliery had commenced at Lloyd's 
Hills, viz. 1740, the work at Latchcraft was re-opened 
by a Company from Chester, and the coals were got- 
ten to ' the verge of the Aston Estate, when the con- 
cern broke up. This^ Company constructed the first 
wooden railway known in this country for the purpose 
of conveying coals to the banks of the Canal. In the 
mean time, George Hope, Esq. and John Crachley, 
gentleman, of Broadlane, erected a; Fire Engine, at 
Mancott, to raise the deep coals, and other coals, the 
remnants of former ages, and this undertaking was 
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intruded to th« Boattagetnent of Mr. Mi(5hael VRfcox^ 
and others. These proj^rietors, in imitation of rfie 
Company at Latchclriiff^ constructed a wooden rait- 
wuy on the West side of Big Mancott Lane, down to 
the River, mA this work- continued, though not 
altogether under Ae ordinal proprietc»s, till Ae 
year 1790. 

At this datef Mr. Bot£eld;^B Shropshiife gentleman^ 
of property and experience, ieased the Collieries of 
Sir Stephen Richard Glynne, Bart. vir. Mancott, San-^ 
dycrifl, Little Mountain, &c. arid becanae the great coal 
proprietor of the parish. At the same time a conside- 
y^ble quantity of coals were raised from under the 
lands of Mr. Prescott, by a Company from York- 
shire, who built the Cottages, «: the Level, and whose 
active partner was a Mr. Binks ; bat these adVc^itur- 
ers, after a few years, failed. Mr. Botfield formed an 
iron railway from the Engine Pit, at Mancott, down 
to the RivcTy in order to feciHtate the exportatioiii of 
coals ; While Saridycrofty Lktte Mountain, and Sir 
George Preseott's* cdals wei^ diliposed of hy land 
sale. This Was the state of things in 1801, when, Mr. 
Botfield gave up the wtiole oomrem, and was suftcceedi- 
ed thereiti by Messrs. Rigbys and Hancdok, the gen- 
tlemen so extensively concerned irt the brick-worits. 
These coal and bricfk proprietors, contiti\ied the h^on 
* ■■' ■ ■ ■'■■■■■- I II II ■ I - '■ ■ ■■ ■ ' 

* Mr. 'Presicolt was created a Baronet^ 1794. 
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railway ^m Mancott (in .the-^hole five miles^ at lea^st) 
to the upper parta of the parish, amongst the brick- 
works, and coal- works, caadjtbrougbthe^eQ^ieaQs greatly 
-extended the trade. 

About the time of Mr. Botfield^s retirenobent, a Com- 
pany under the firm of Leach and Co. engaged Sir 
.George Prescott's, and other coals, and they aIso(ormed 
an iron railway through the Aston Estate, down to 
the River, for the discharge of their Collieries, and 
these works together geijuer^^Uy employed four hundred 
and fifty meo, and raised annually 72,000 ions of coaH 
t>y means of twejve Steam Engijies, from seven horse 
power, to sixty horse power. 

In the year 1805, the CoHieries of the parish were 
for the first ^ime assessed to, and paid, the Poor's 
JRates. 

The Strata of the coal fields in the different parts 
of this parish are nearly the same, consisting of Free- 
stone, and Shale of a saponaceous quality, with 
occasional beds of Ironstone, Sand, and Gravel, The 
workable seams of coals are four. The upper seani 
is called the Hollin coal, from six to seven feet thick, 
containing some portion of sulphur, and therefore less 
valued ; the second seam is three feet thick, and called 
ihe Brassy coal ; the third seam is three feet thick, 
j^nd called the Rough coal ; the lowest seam is ten feet 
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thick, and called the Main coal : this last is of a su- 
perior quality for House purposes ; aad for Breweries, 
Distilleries, &c. it is generally sought for in the Dvb- 
lin market. 

Measures in the Engine Pit at Ewloe. 

6 feet spil and clay 3 feet of metal 8 feet of hard stone 

54 feet freestone I8in. coal call. Jyaid 18 feet of metd 

27in. coal call, the Bine 12fU of metal 3ft. of coal, the Rough 

6 feet of hard stone 16ft. of stone 14 feet of metal 

7ft. of coal, the Hollin 12 feet of metal 26 feet of haid stone 

a 8ft of blue metal 3ft coal, the Brassy 9 feet of metal 

15ft of hard stone 23.feet of metal 10 feet of Main coal 

In the metals is occasionally found ironstone. 

Coal was at first so little understood, that it was 
prohibited in, or near London, as prejudicial to health, 
and even Smiths were obliged to burn wood, Edward 
I. 1273. Coal was made an article of trade 1381. 

Mr. Hancock's Potteries, on Buckley Mountain, for 
coarse earthenware and stoneware, are extensive, and, 
together with others of less note, generally employ 
fifty persons. 

, In the Town of Hawarden also, is an Iron Foundry, 
and a Smithy, with a Boring Mill, ^1 on a large 
scale. This is an Old Establishment, of great and 
deserved note, originating in the late highly respected 
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Mr. Rigbj^ father of the present worthy proprietor, 
and where aiticles are fabricated from the great Fire- 
engine of sixty horsepower, to the smallest kitchen 
utensil ; and this work affords employment, and sup- 
port, to about one hundred persons. 

In the year 1751^ Mr, Richardson, of Chester, 
erected a Smelting-house, in Pentrobin, of a conical 
form^ where Lead continued to be smelted under the 
agency of Mr. Joseph Berks, during his time, and 
that of his son Ricbdrd Richardson, Esq. of Cap- 
•enhurst, in Cheshire, till the year 1810, when the 
JSuilding was entirely taken down. 

In 1778, an Act of Parliament was obtained Tor 
'inclosing Saltney Marsh, in this parish, containing by 
admeasurement 2000 acres of rich land, not including 
600 acres copped out aforetime by the Stanleys, and 
a part of the purchase of Serjeant Glyiine. This 
undertaking was effected at a vast expense, as a new 
;and more substantial river bank was requisite, on the 
'South side, more efiectually to prevent the inroads of 
the tide, with sluices to carry off the land floodis and 
drain waters/ This great work was expeditiously 
performed, and the lands of the Marsh divided and 
allotted by the' Commissioners, Samuel Wyatt, Esq. 
Mr. Jldward Stelfox, and Mr. John Earl, each of 
whom rieceived j£99S. 15s. and the award was signed 
1781. Saltney was erected into a township of itself 
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aad it maintains its own poor. This Act ^dded ab.ove 
one thousand acres to the Glynne estate. 

No circumstance in the history of the parish ever con^- 
tributed so much to its advantage as this enclosure* 
A new spirit of industry sprang up with new means 
of employme;Rt, and the maiden land threw ^up such 
abundant. crops as eariohed all its cultivators, and gave 
to the pensioners a. new and an improved character. 

In the year 1781, Mr. Tharp, a button manufacturer 
in Chester, purchased a small allotment upon the 
lately inclosed Saltqey Marsh, and ,ne^r to Big Man^ 
cott-lane-end, where he erected the Chemistry. To 
this place he sent down hisTQfu3e horn and bones, from 
which he extracted Glauber's gs^lts, and sal ?^mmoniac, 
and ground down the calcined residiium into ivory 
black. This concern was purchased by Mr. Rigby, 
^bout the year 1793,. It passed next into the hands 
of his brother, Mr. John t^igby^ by .wboip, in conjunc- 
tion with his nephew Mr. Leigh Rigby, the above 
articles continue to be ^raanufaGtur^d to, a cpnsiderable 
^tent. 

In 1798, an Act of Parliament was obtained for enr 
closing the n^ore mountainous parts of the Lordship^ 
ifi the townships of Brpughton, Pentrobin, and fiannel, 
tp the amount of six hundred acres, or thereabouts;, 
f>{ ijir^icjb thirty ac?ei5> W lieu pf Wiarren, and forty 
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acres for Lord^s right, fell to the share of Sir S, R. 
Glynne, independent of his freehold claims, amount- 
ing in toto to four hundred and eighty acres. 

In September 1802s a high tide brake through the 
river bank, above tlie Upper Ferry, the reparation of 
vi^hich cost ^2,040. Upon the spur of necessity, Sir 
S. R. GlynnCi. witb his agents, repaired the breach, 
and advanced the money, but which the other free* 
holders refused to reimburse. In consequence of this 
refusal, recourse was had to ParHament to compel th^ 
ffepayment, by a proportional assessment upon the 
Landowners, and the additional debt, including the 
expenses of the Act,- &c» amounted to X'800. The 
maxim says, the first expense is the least ; but this 
evil was not without some cheering result, as the cops, 
and the tithes, were hereaftpr to contribute a fair pro- 
portion to the future repairs of the bank. 

, , _ . A. R. p. 

In 1740, the'unindosed lands on the 

North side of the River, denominated 

Sealand, amounted to.. i..-,.. ...... 4,816 3 32- 



A. 

In 1754, 1,108 
1763, 658 
1769, 302 
1790, 999 





There are yet uninclosed 1,750 2- 24 
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In this p^sh are twelve townships,' viz. Hawarden, 
Broadlane, Bretton, Broughton, Pentrobin, Ewloe and 
Ewloe Wood, Shotton,- Aston^ Mancott,, Moor, Salt- 
ney, and Sealand ; of these, Mancott, Aston, and Shot- 
ton have been very rich in coal bedsj though now 
pretty much exhausted ; Ewloe and Ewloe Wood^ 
the seat of the present Collieries, are still very 
productive, and likely to continue so foe many years. 
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TOWN OF HAWARDEN 

Consists of a single street, about a mile long. 
In the year 1740, as it appears from a sketch 
taken . by Thomas Badeslade, it was an assemblage 
of low-thatched buildings/ In the beginning of 
the last century, when the situation and produ(^ts 
of the parish began to attract the notice of stran- 
gers, it is natural to auppose tl^t the natives would 
be more alive to their local advantages, and that 
enterprize and the increase of population would be 
the consequence. Increase of population rising under 
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speculative concerns, ever begets an increase of 
poor, and accordingly the first erection of brick and 
slate, seems to have beea the Poor-house in 1736, at 
Ae expense of 114/.* From this date it is supposed 
that improvements began to take place, though cer- 
tainly by slow degrees j and Sir John Glynne, at the 
expense of 70/, obtained a grant from the Crown, to 
hold a weekly Market upon the open space at the 
upper Qross, where the people upon occasions had been 
accustomed to assemble time immemorial, and this 
Market-placef though it has of late years been vindicat- 
ed as, and proved to be,, public property, and used for 
this public purpose, selfish views and private pique, have 
for the present removed it to another, though inconve- 
nient place ; but, it is to be presumed, that effectual 
means will be taken by the town to compel the re- 
establishment, and use of the ancient Market-place. 

There were in this town an upper and lower Cross,J 
both which were -denaelished in the vesw: 1641 j when 



* To defray, this expense, tbe Feoflees of that day borrowed the principal 
of several small legacies to the Poor ; bat neither the principal^roor interest 
have ever since been recognised. 

f About the year 1810, the proprietor of' tbe adjoining houses made ao 
attempt to shot op the thoroughfare of the Market-plaoe, buildings bavrog 
been erected in front, for butchers, &c. and to make it private property ; 
this, the late Sir Stephen Richard Glynne and otiief FreehoDier^, objected 
tQ, and the buildings being thrown down, tbe space was made public as 
heret9fore. 

:[: Crosses are said to have been first erected anno 653, .when Penda, 
' grandfather af St.^Werburg, returned a obristian conyert from Northttmbriii 
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there was an order of Parliament to destroy all Crosses 
remaining in streets, 17. of Charles I. On the site 
of these Crosses, were planted trees, in 1742, by 
Thomas Fisher, the Parish Clerk : that at the upper 
Cross was cut down when the present houses were 
erected there ; but that, at the lower Cross, still remains, 
and ornaments as well as .commemorates the place. 

The spot upon which this tree grows is almost un- 
rivaled in point of prospect, and it is difficult to con- 
jecture, why it should have been chosen for the site 
of a House of Correction, the which, though it may 
boast a Grecian style of Architecture, makes little 
amends for the association of ideas which it creates, 
to the suppression of those grateful feelings which 
, arise from the contemplation of beautiful scenery, 
and it is rendered still more obnoxious by the addition 
of a pair of stocks. Reflection is the best corrective 
of crime ; of course seclusion is best calculated to 
produce the desired effect, and a retired situation is its 
best aid. Even the Idler or the Drunkard sitting in 
the stocks, would in such a case, be sooner corrected 



to Mercia, attended, according to Bede, bj four Priests, deputed to preach th« 
Gospel throagh his dooiinioas. lu the early ages of Ghristiaaitj, Cb4ircfae< 
vere very rare, and Ciergj/men were sent from the Episcopal Monasteries 
to officiate therein, and where there was no Church, they preached at a Cross 
in the open air. Under these circumstances, the great Lords, who saw the 
advantages of a Religion inculcating obedience and industry, built Churches, 
and endowed them with a maintenance for a resident Priest, and hence 
•arose the formation of Parishes^ 
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of his follies, thaa by the frequent mock consolatioD» 
of passers by : — 

"** It grieves me John to see your leg. 
Stuck in a hole, just like a peg ; 
If I but knew which way to do 't. 
And save my own, Td let it ont. 
But that might bring us both together, 
Lock'd in the same enchanted tether." 

When the prpvidept Clerk planted this tree, he 
raised round it a mounds supported by border stones, 
which served both as a seat^ and a guard, and it afford* 
ed an evening's enjoyment suitable to the sioipHcity 
of the planter, and his ^social neighbours ;! but the 
disgraceful erection, novjr -sheltered by its branches, 
«erves only to indicate the signs of the times, viz, 
looser manners and more depraved minds. 

There was likwise anot^)er Cross at Coning's grove, 
now the Western extremity of the town, which was 
also distinguished by a tree, but this was cut down 
about fifty, years ago. 

Near this place is an artificial bank of earth, called 
Trueman Vhill, which, tradition says, was raised as a 

* Near the neat cottages oo the banks of the I^oire, io France, there is 
generally a large tree with a seat roand its trunk, and also another railed ' 
•eat among its branches, which last is called the Lookout 

f Mr. Thomas Barber, the present Clerk, actuated by similar moliTeis 
meditates the restoration of these decayed appendages. 
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ftMtificatiofi to prevent Henry II. from advancing by 
this pass into Wales 1157. If this were the case, it 
is probable that some person of distinction fell in tb^ 
conflict, for on the top of the fortification is raised A 
tumulus, now covered with firs. It was usual with 
the Saxons not to bury in graves bodies that were 
lalain in batde, but to cover them, laid upon the 
ground, with turves or clods of earth, and th^ more 
distinguished the person was, the larger was his burig 
or hiding place, which act they used to call buriging 
the dead ; whence the present phrase of burying the 
tlead, and isolated round barrows ware chiefly those 
of mililary men of rank ,•* but there is no certainty 
of any thing more than thait iJle fortification and 
tumulus yet remain, and that this last, curiosity has 
never attempted to explore. 

About the year 1767, Mr. Thomas Boyd^ll built 
a handsome dwelling house, a^d the adjoining cottages 
x>n two sides of the Market-pkice, and within the 
walls of the latter contrived conveniences for the 
butch^^. Since that time other good houses have 
he&n erected in odier parts of the town, and further 

* T be A«glo*s«Koa Barrews aefmekimoB coratidDed inthtMnardM, iiovses bdiMs, 
spoils, &c. and is some io&taDces bodies utting japrigb^tbis, it is sQpposed, 
designated the soldier; this might be the casein this country, bnt Herodotus 
Mktes that tfie Nasamones, aptepte of libya, ill ways buried their dead 
in a sitting posture. Those db|)asits dkoovered iA foarrovs are said t» bfli 
the most ancient, which He upon the side, with the knees gathered up to 
the level of the hips, the right hand being placed upon the breast, and fbe 
'left being parallel with the thigh. 
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improvements are in progress, insomuch that Hawar- 
-den is likely soon to become as respectable in its 
appearance, as jt is distinguished for its beautiful 
sitiiatioo. 

The road which formerly led rfrom Hawardcn to 
Mancott, was down the hollow lane adjoining the 
Olynne Arms, and under the Rectory garden, and 
jrieadow, through Little Mancott ; but a road branched 
to the leit from the Rectory: Croft, leading io DaniePs 
Ash, and this road, in the beginning of the last cen* 
4:ury was continued through Big Mancott, to the river. 
The parapet or footpath through the town, was first 
paved about I76h tiie horse way about 1775. 

In 1794, for the more convenient cartage of coals to 
Hawarden, and at the instance of Mr. Botfield, a new 
road was cut to continue the DaniePs Ash Road, up 
to the Tree at the Lower Cross, which has proved a 
grqat and xiseful improvement 

In the year 1804, when the turnpike road was alter- 
ed at the Castle, and the idea adopted of isolating 
the house, and grounds, it became an object of con- 
cern to inclose the cart road leading from Pentrobin 
to Hawarden, which, a little above the Mill, diverged 
on the flat towards the Castle, and then took a direc- 
tion • along the Castle wall, till it reached the lower 
e?:.tremity of the towu, opposite to the Mpoj-laae^ 
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To obtain this desirable end, Sir S. ft. Glynne enga- 
ged td continue the road from Pentrobin over the 
Mill-pool bead, aifd to open, ami pave, at his own 
expense, the Mill-lane, which was heretofore imper- 
vious to heavy carriage, and this was effected 1805; 
but not inr the commodious manner that it might have 
been. The site of the old road is traceable by the 
eye, and forms a beautiful feature in the improved) 
grounds. 

In 1 806, the town pavement, heretofore formed of 
mountain stones, was in part taken up, and repaved 
with pebbles, and since that time the whole has been 
eortipleted. 

The Mill well, which was' originally opened in 1750, 
by Thomas Fox, pipe-maker, and publican, was in 
1805 arched over, and an iron pump fixed therein. 

In 1890-1', the Commissioners of ' the turnpike road, 
undertook to ease the ascent of the hill, at the lower 
end of Hawarden-r and ftir this' purpose, they cutout 
upon the brow a mass of sand seven feet deep, which 
being carried to- Ae fooK of the hiH, lengthened it about 
eighty^ight yards.> The original length was one 
hundred and nmety-eight yards, with an ascent of 
nearly three inches^ per yard ^ it is now two hundred 
and eighty-six yards; with an ascent of near two inchest 
per yard ; the alteration cost the Trust about M970. 
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The Commissioners also this' year projected a great 
imprpveai^nt ait Brougbton Brook, by caising tl»$ si^r*- 
face of the road on the Bri<%e ft>urlee» feet, amt 
continuing i^ io^ » direct Une through tbe ad^cast 
fields ; but stopping short in the length necessary to 
be cut throu^ the rising grounds, they do not appear 
to have e£Seeted such an improv^nent as they would 
otherwise teve attained. This alteration cwt the 
Trust £676. 

There are two Lordships in this parisi), viz. the 
Lordship of Hawarden, and the Lordship of £wloe ^ 
this latteir was originally an appurtenance to the manor 
of the Montalts, and it does not appear how, or at^ 
what periody it became die property of the Davieses,, 
of Gwysaney^^a powerful fasnily« at a very e»?ly pcaripd. 
The last John Davies, Esq. died JVIarck 8, 178 J» aadl 
left two sisters Ls&titia and Mary* Mary was xoamed 
to Philip Puleston, Esq. of Havod y wern, near Wrex- 
hana, whose only daughtei: married Bryan Cooke, Esq. 
Qf Owston^ in YonksliuFey whose soa^ i9k rig^ of bi^ 
mother, is now Loird of th&.mafaor of EwUie« 

Within thisi Lordship Ii0sr tbe pirmoipal pajpt of ti&e; 
estate of Ckirks Dundas, £s»q* of Barton Court and 
Aston, M. P. for the county of Berks* Thi» gentle*^ 
man, as has been before npt4^, is the: representative of 
tbe aacient family of the Wi^itteyS). of whom the ^arli-^ 
est record states, that Richacd Whi|ley,^of Aston^Esq. 
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married Margery, the daughter and heir of William 
Messam, son of Robert Messam, son of Richard Mes- 
sam» son of Harry de Messam, by his wife, the daugh- 
ter and heir of Richard Aston, son of Adam Aston, 
who was living anno 4tfa of Edward 3d, 1368. John 
Whitley, the third in descent^ from the aforesaid 
Richard Whitley,, married Constance, daughter of 
Piers Stanley, of Ewloe, Esq. descended from Sir. 
William Stanley, of Hooton, Knight. Thomas Whit- 
ley, the fifth in descent, was High SherilF of the 
County of Flint, anno 1637.* His second son Roger, 
was ColcMiel in the Army of King Charles 1st. and 
Knight and Harbinger, to King Charles the 9d, 1671 ; 
he died 1697^ (see his mofiumenta) inscription, page 
70.) He became possessor of a very fine estate in the 
adjoining parish ci Nortbop, which estate of Llys (see 
note page 19,) descended to the Earl of Plymouth, 
and has ktely been purchased by Earl Groevenpr, 
Richard Whitley, the third son of the aforesaid Thomas, 
wa» a Captain of Foot, in the service of Charles 1st, 
ajnd was slain in the defence of Hawarden Castle. 
Joha Whitley, the 4th son, was a Colonel of Foot, 
in the same service, and was slain in the defence of 
the town of CoAway. Times of difficulty and danger, 
aa well as c^her particular circumstances, frequently 



* In the year 1630, Mr. Ralph Breretoo, citlaeo and haberdasher^ q{Lqu» 
don, and brother-in-law to this Mr. Thomas Whitley, left by Will, the sum 
of £350. to purshase a yearly dole for ever, for the Poor of Hawarden Pafish^ 
iaUieeooBiUr^fBli^t 
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elicit those energies which would otherwise have slept 
in idle concealment, and' it is probable that through 
want of sonae sudi incitements, either to call forth 
cprporeal or mental faculties, we hear no more of the 
prowess, or patriotism of this heroic family. A branch 
of the Whitleys was- settled at Shotton Hall, in the 
adjoining township of Shotton ; but of this House 
nothing particular is recorded^ 

There is also in Shx)tton another ancient house,* 
known by the name of Kyllins, from the Welsh word 
Celyn, which signifies a Holly, with an Estate con- 
sisting of about 170 acres. It formerly belonged to 
Salisbury of Ledbroke, whose daughter and heiress 
married ' • ■ Lloyd of Bachegraig, who assumed the 
name of Salisbury, and by his will dated 1734, be- 
queathed it to Mr. Brereton', the Paramour of his 
wife ; which Mr. Brereton had two sons ; the eldesty 
by his father^s will dated 1746, succeeded ta the Estate, 
^nd assumed the name of Salisbury ; the youngest 
was Rector of LiverpooJ, and Vicar of Northop- 
The Estate, through want of issue, was left by Salis- 
bury Brereton to his relation Charles Trelawney, Esq. 
son of Sir Henry Trelawney, Bart, the proprietor of 
Shotwick Park, who took the name of the Testator, 
and alienated the property in 1807, to Edward Jones^ 
Esq. of Wepre, for ^'8,000. 

In this Lordship also lies the capital Estate of Sir 
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<jeorge Beeston Prescott, Bart.* but of the transfer 
of this Estate, whether from the Crachleys, or the 
mortgagee in possession, or others, to the Prescott 
family, the compiler has not been able to elicit any 
particulars, though he has made frequent appUcation 
both to the Principal, and Agent. As to the proper- 
ty itself, as far as names of places and the skeleton parts 
of Maps of the Glynne Estate can authorize locality, 
it appears to be the principal portion of that Estate 
particularly described (page 'Si) and bequeathed by 
Anne Mostyn, to Thomas Aldersey of Daniel^s Ash, 
and his wife Catherine her daughter, and their Heirs. 

* Ckorge Prescott, of Bridge-street, Chester, merchant (desceniled from 
WtHlaro Prescott, of Capal, io the parish ofStandish, and of JBccleston, both 
in liancashire, before the year 160Q,) was born at Ightfield Hall, in Shrop- 
shire, 168Q, died March l6Ui, 1747, and was buried at St. Marji's* Chester. 
He had threie sons, Thomas, Oeorge, and Daniel. Thomas purchased tha 
manor of Overton, in Cheshire, and was High Sberifl'in 1756 ; he died un- 
married, and left the Estate and Manor of Overton, to his brother George 
Prescott, for his life, and afterwards to George William Prescott, bis nephew. 
This George, of Theobalds Park, (which ^e purchased from the Duke of 
Portland, and which bad been the favorite residence of Charles II.) married 
Mary, daughter of Sir Jacob Elton, of Bristol, Bart by whom he had 
issue, two soDSy George- WiUiam and Thomas ; lie died, April 21), 1790* 
George William Prescott, of Eardshaw Hall, in the parish of Darenham» 
in Cheshire, and of Theobalds aforesaid, Esq. was created a Baronel* 
December 9, 1794. He married Sarah the daughter of Beeston Long, 
of Charshelton, in Sarry, Esq. by whom be had two sons. Sir George 
Beeston, and William Willoughby, and a daughter. Sir George William 
died at Theobalds Park,- July 22, 180t, and was succeeded by his eldest son 
8ir George Beeston Prescott, the present Bart who was born February 
lUh, 1776. In 1802, he obtained an Act of Parliament, to sell his Estate 
and Manor of Overton, which had been settled upon his Lady, and to ex- 
change the seonriky, by placing it upon his Estates in the parish of Ha- 
ararilea. 
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A iitde North of the Turnpike road leadifig td 
Northop, and jiear the Western boundary of the 
parish, are the ruins of an old Casde, now called 
Ewloe Ca8tle,4^ but when, and by whom founded 
16 unknown. Leland, who died in l^^iS, says, diis 

* The oldest people in tfai« parish have a tradilioa that this CasUe was 
origioally the residence of a ^ooderfol Giant, of the name of Yowl^r, whe 
derived his extraction through a long lino of aacertors, firomOeeanus BH- 
taonictts, aod Terra, •ii4 9Kfe Mme to tins district «of the parish, JBwloia. 
However «3Ltravagant this may aj^ear, it seems quite as eredil))le, as that the 
oeighbouriog vcity of Chester, was founded by Leon Gawc, who was the sob 
«f Neptune, and amigbty Giant; or as Sir T. Eliol wiil have itliy a great 
^raodsoD of Noabll As the Cabtie and the City/seen to haive had a some- 
what similar origin, may we not venture to assign to them a similar date? 

The Welsh have been longtwittedfbr their proverbial teaacity ofpedigree^ 
h«t im English Noble Lord of the present day, in honor «tf the iate Pt-ince 
Regent, has oii*-heralded Heraldry itself^ for he has lineaUy derived his Hero 
if om Japiter, who hcgat Hercules, who hegat Glaucus, from whom sprung 
the fiwuly of the Actii, who migFated ffcNn Rome to Este, of which iJunily 
was Aao, son of Hoga, fima wIkmb sprang the fiuaily »ow «poo the Baglish 
Tthrone. 

Thia reraiads asofihe Tailor, who derived his fiimify Irom Jopiter Capi* 
tolioas^ and therefore took a gaose, for has assign. la the Library at Mos- 
tya, in this county, is aa Uiominated pedigree af tha fomily, fourteea yards 
ftoog, which passes through the British, ao4 SaaLoa race of If oaariUi^ thea 
through the Rings of Israei^reaehes Noah, «Dd finishes with Adam and 
Eva. £vea here felly has not goae her length. The Staffords of Backings 
baoy boast their dascent from a white Swan, ** Fecit^onnis Ledanrecuhaiw 
tttbaUs.f' Observa the simplicity of Prior: 

Ladies and G emmen by yoar leave 
Here lie the booes of If atthav Pnar i 
The son of Adam and of five 
Let Bourbon or Nassau go higher. 

The pride of pedigree seems to have origioated ia the Jewish ecaaioay ta 
preserve the distinction of that line in whieh the Messiah was to appear, and 
to reoord the ipenealogy of the Priests, to prevent taipraper persons from 
thrusting themselves into that holy offiae ; for otherwise it wooid he difficolt 
to account for this strange peoniiarity in the history of man. 
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Castle i^ his 4^y was a ruined pile, and Jl^elonged to 
HiDole, a Fl^irtsjfire gentleman, but of whom nothing 
is now known. It is difficult to assign any nse to the 
structure of iVhich these are the ragged remains : it is 
coi;ice9led Qp the East, West, and South, by tj^ ad- 
J9JBii\g grounds, an^ is embosomed in tr^ees to the 
N4p[rth, withp,i^t anj. visible way of approach, save ujp 
the stre^iplejt whic^, p^^ses at its foot, and discharges 
itself ,ip,tQ the estuary, ef^h? Dee, about two inile^ ftn.d 
Si half jhelow^ ^ The l?krger ruin consists of a single 
xootp, on, the ground floor forty feet long, by twenty- 
/our feet wide, square at. the angular points on the 
outride, but finished within at the endj by a semicir-r 
cular bow; the wall on the North, and part of the 
East and West walls, are mouldered away ; that, on the 
'South, is seven feet thick, inclosing a staircase, whicl^ 
has formerly led to the room above, the jutting stoneg 
Still remaining, which have supported the floor. 

This building cjcc.upies the wholp top of the njouilj^ 
<)n wl^icjb it stands, ex^^p|: a ^wxow path^^v^ay jound 
it : sepamted from this 'jf^y^ a deep ditch, aad at the 
distance of abovit fifty /ept, is anptb^r fliount,\uppn 
which is a ruip, square witiio.ut, and circular vithin, its 
^ian^pter. \^dj^^ t^entyrfiye |eet and a half, and this 
^0 .occnpiesj the whole upper surface- There appears 
to h^ve been ^ passage pf comniuuication between 
lJ(^€iip<, hi^t »o sigps of any inclosure to protect 4iiep^ 
T|ie :^hQ}e ?eem§[ better calculated for the peJiffimeciij, 
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or resort of a gang of some description of marauders^ 
than for any military purposes, or the residence of a 
gentleman^ 

On Buckley Mountain, which lies in both Lord- 
ships, and in the township of Ewloe, are those clays 
heretofore mentioned as manufactured into fire-bricks, 
and coarse earthenware. The clay is of a dark ash 
colour, of a great depth, and though thrown down in 
lumps of shaly substance, dissolves upon exposure to the 
sun and air : when burnt, it withstands intense heat, 
which renders the bricks made thereof invaluable in 
the construction of furnaces, &c. This manufactory has 
occasioned a great population in the neighbourhood, 
and the situation being nearly three miles distant 
from the parish Church, ignorance and irreligion must 
have continued the necessary consequence, had it 
not been for the unshaken perseverance of Sectaries. 
These men, to their credit be it spoken, arrested the 
vicious and intemperate career of the young, the ig- 
norant, and the licentious, of this distant quarter of the 
parish, and rendered them more correct in their prin- 
ciples, and more orderly in their conduct ; and this 
tribute of applause, truth and justice require to be 
acknowledged. Prior to that period (1818) when 
Government recommended an increase of Churches 
and Chapels throughout the kingdom, the Rector, 
Mr. Neville, with a laudable and unremitting zeal for 
cur Church Establishment, and to extend and render 
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permanent its eflFective influence throughout his jurisdic- 
tion, projected the erection of a new Church in the 
midst of this populous district, and as preparatory to its 
success, the erection of two Schools, the one for boys, 
and the other for girls, upon the popular plaii now 
generally adopted.* The sentiment which gave birth 
to this \^eU projected insftitution^ and the animated 
manner in which it was persisted in, and supported 
by the Rector, and his ipamediate connexions, soon 
escaped the pale of the parish, and was countenanced 
in t;he remotest parts of England and Wales ; and 
her late Majesty, Queen Charlotte, honoured the 
Institution with her patronage. His Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent ; His Royal Highness the Prrnce 
Leopold ; tc^ether with a long list of Nobility and 
Gentry, as wilt appear hereafter, contributed to the 
forwarding of these useful and meritorious plans* 
A large and commodious House was expeditiously 
finished, which comprehends a Clergyman's remdence^ 
with every requisite accommodation, and two laige 
School rooms, each capable of containing, one hundred 
and fifty children at leasl. The Girls School was 
opened upon the first day of January 1819» and the 
Boy's School upon the tenth 4iay of February follow- 
ing. At these Schools proper Instructors regularly 



*- Mr. Dodwelly in his classical and topographical tour through Greece^ 
quotes from the work of Guillatlore, a traveller, in 1669, a passage which 
proves that the system of mutual instruction, which is termed Lancastrian^ 
was at that time practised io Athens* 
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attend, and every encouragement id giveii by the KeC* 
tor, and' the honourable Lady Glynne^ to Rtetfer'th^ 
growth, and forward the end^ of tfcis infdnt Charity^ 



I^UBSCRIPTIONS. 



fiis- Royal Highness th^ Briace Regeni K ' •• ' 
His Royal Higlsiess the Brince Leppol^ 
National School Society . • , ' ^' 

The Right Hon. the Ghancfell6Vo^th<5fExiE^uct,'M. F. 
Collection, after a* SerWon by i\i€ Right? ReVi tHe 

Lord Bishop of StI Aslk|)h j ii^ IfiawahS^n €h»icb i- 
The Hon. and RigW Rev, theLmcd Bishop, of Durham 
The Hon. and Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Winchester 
The Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Lincoln 
The Right Rev. the Lo*d Bishop of Wortester 
The Right' Rev. the? Lcftd -Bishop of^ Beteiboreagh . 
Chanty; AssemUyyattHawatdin •' 

Earl of Abingd(m^ •' •■ •• • . - 

Anonymous . . .. , . w ... ,> 

Anonymous, two Ladies ^ • . , 

Anonymous, Chester • . . . ' . 

Lord Braybrodfce ". . • '^- i ' 

Vittsount Bnlfcetef ' .- ^ v .- ' •. - » • i.> 

Viscowiteas BiiJbeley .... ^ ^ 

T. Botfield, Esq. Hopton-eourtj Salop . 
F. Burton, Esq. Brook-street, Londoi^ 
JaWiei Bijrdell^ Esq; Ross6tti Denbtghf 
F. E, Barker,^ Esq. Chester ' \r •' 
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brought forward • • . - . . 

R. ^tesbn, Esq; Liverpool 

Miss Brathwaite, Paddington • . ' . 

Rev. James Black' • • ' . « 

Rev. W. B. Birter, Tifnsbury, Somersetshire 

W. Buckle/Esq. Wolverhftmptoa 

Mr. Boucher, Chester * . . . 

Mr. Beavaiiy Haw&rden • • ' . 

^romwich, collection from « ' • 

^ryan Cooke, EscJ. Oustoii, York , 

^ost' Noble the Marqiiis of Chblmond^ley . 

Viscount Curzott ' . 

liev. OAey Crewe, Muxtbn, StafiTordshire* . 

irhe Rector of Cwm, Flintshire . • . 

Thomas Chohnondeley, Esq. Vale Royal, Cheshire 

The Miss CTmHfTes, Acton Park,' I^ehbighkhhe V 

Miss Cotton, Audlem, Cheshire • • 

JRev. Joseph Coltihan, Beverley ' . ' 

Lieutenant-General Cheney, Beverley* 

Miss Child, Beverley . . '. '. ^ 

Rev. Dr. Crigin and Family, Lawrence Waltham 

ilis Grace the Duke of ibevbnshire • ' ' 

Earl of Dartmouth. ' • ' • 

The Countess of Dartmouth • * • ' • 

(j* Daubeny, Esq. . ' . • • 

Rev. Hope Eyton, Leeswobd Hall, Flintshire . 

The, Master of Emanuel College, Caml>ridge 

Rev. Samuel Eyre", Bristor 

Captain Evans, Chester • • . 

Miss Evesham • • * • 

Robert Foster, Esq. Wolvey, Warwickshire. 

Rev. George Ferryman, Beverley 
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Brought forward . • • • . 

Hon. John Fortescue, Magdalen College, Cambridge 

Mrs. Fletcher, Gwemhayled, Flintshire 

Mr. John Fletcher, Chester 

Right Honourable Thomas GrenviHe . 

Earl Grosvenor . . . • 

Honourable Lady Glynne, Hawarden Castle • 

Honourable and Rev. Anchitel Grey 

Miss Giffard, Nerquis Hall, Flintshire . 

S. Gardiner, Esq. Combe Lodge, Reading . 

Mrs. Glynne, Chester . • • • 

Miss Greene, Liverpool 

Rev. Mr. Griffith, Emanuel CoUege, Cambridg^ 

Gen. G. Garth, Beverley . 

Mrs. Greg, Hampton . . . . ' 

Sir Thomas Han«er, Bart Bettisfield Park, Eintshire 

Mrs. Hayman, Gresford, Denbighshire 

Rev. H. Hodgkinson, Arborfield, Berks • * 

Rev. J. L. Hutchinson, Beverley 

Rev. H. W. Hunter, Beverley 

Mrs. Hughes, Hawarden .... 

J. Husband, Esq. Magdalen College, Cambridge 

Miss Haln, Orchard, Wandsworth 

Junius, York '• • 

Miss Jones, Wepre Hall, Flintshire 

Miss Charlotte Jones, ditto . p 

Mrs. Jones, Hawarden ... 

Watkin Jones. Esq. Ty mawr, S. W. 

Late Viscount TLilmorey \ 

Late Viscountess Kilmorey *• 

Miss Kirke, Beverley . • . 

H. Legaid, Esq. Beverley . . 



770 14 1 



1 1 
1 1 



5 

30 
25 
20 
10 





O 













10 10 o 
5 

3 



1 

1 





3 
2 
1 

1 
3 



10 10 
5 
2 
1 1 



1 
5 

5 



5 
2 



10 
5 O 
1 1 

10 10 



£948 11 1 



Digitized by 



Google 



129 



HISTORY OP HAWARDEN. 



'Brought forward 

Beilby Lawley, Esq. Billingbear, Berks 

P. Lawley, Esq, Middleton Park, Warwickshire 

Mrs. Lawley • . . . . 

The Miss Lawleys, Doe Bank, Birmingham 

H. Leycester, Esq. late Recorder of Chester . 

Mrs. Langton, Charlotte-street, BedfordHiquare 

Mr. Lowe, Chester . • • • 

Mrs. Lawley • • • ' • 

Sir Thomas Mostyn, Bart. M. P. 

H. Mainwaring, Esq. Bromboro* Hall, Cheshire 

Rev. Robert Messam, Ewloe Hall, Flintshire • 

Mrs. Morgan, Golden Grove, Flintshire 

Mrs. Monk, Chester • • . . 

Hon. and Rev. George Neville, Rector of Hawarden 

lady Charlotte Neville 

Hon. R. Neville, M. P. • 

lion. Catherine Neville 

IVIiss Laura Numm, Checkerton 

Hon. Philip Pusey, Grosvenor-square • 

t^ir George Prescott, Bart. 1st donation 

Sir George Prescott,* Bart. 2d donation 

L D. Porcher, Esq. M. P. 

J. Popple, Esq. 

D. Pennant, Esq. Downing, Flintshire 

Mrs. Pennant, ditto 

Captain Parish, R. N. Timsbury 

Rev. Mr. Parry, Llanasa, Flintshire - 

Sir Robert Page, Madeira 

Late Bs^t Read, Esq. 

Wm. Rigby, Esq. Hawarden, Flintshire, 2d donation 

£. Robertson, Esq. Beverley 
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L. H. Petit, Esq. . ' • 


10 10 


Robert Powell, Esq. Norton-street 
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Rev. Dr. Prosser . . . . 


5 5 


Rev. Archdeacon Cambridge 


6 5 


Messrs. Twining, Strand . « . . 
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Rev. Mr. Watkins 
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Miss Jane Brooke 
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Mrs. Barker, Stamford . . . 
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Miss Carother, Pitchcomb 
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Mrs. J. Cotton, Rudgley, Staffordshire 
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Thomas Luccock, Esq. Liverpool 
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W. Patten, Esq. Birmingham 
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Mrs. Sophia Shepherd, Amport, Hants, 2d donation 5o 
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Rev. W. Bremner, Workingham, by ditto 
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Mrs. J. F. Fortescue, Hadleigh 


5 5 


Miss Cholmeley . . , 
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Lord Braybrooke, ^d donation 
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Rev. Dr. Hughes 
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Brought forward . • 

Lord Gwydir 

Lady Willoughby . . 

Hon, Miss Burrell 

G.H. Wbeler^Esq. . . 

Rev, R. Twopenny ,. 

Rev, R. Wilkes . 

C. Smyth, Esq, Northampton 

Wm. Davis, Esq. 

Lord and Lady Sherborne, 2d donation 

Thomas Hankey, Esq. 

Lord Crewe's Trustees 

John Watkins, Esq. . ,« 



The aggregate of these subscriptions, so honorable 
to the individuals that afforded it, could not probably 
have been elicited on any other occasion of local im- 
port ; and it furnishes a full conviction of the necessity 
of the case. Of this grand total more4:han twelve hua- 
dred pounds have been expended in the Parsonage 
House and Schools, and a Balance y^t remains of 
more than seven hundred pounds. 

Since the erection of the New Parsonage, and 
Schools, his Majesty^s Commissioners for building 
Churches, have granted a sufficient sum, viz. ^4000.. 
for building the New Church, the first stone of whick 
wag laid with great ceremony, on Friday the 14th day 
of December^ 1821. The morning was ushered in by 
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the ringing of bells, and soon after eleven o^clock the 
procession moved on from Hawarden, towards Buck-* 
ley Mountain, in^ the following order t 

Trumpeter, 

Advanced Guard of Hawarden Yeomanry 

Gavalr}', with the Standard, 

Band of 'Music, 

. . Verger, 

Architect with the plan of the intended Church,^ 

Apparitor and Parish Clerk, 

Francis Edge Barker, Esq. Registrar, 

James Boydell, Esq. Agent, 

Rev. Henry Jones, Surrogate, 

Rev. Hugh Jones, Vicar of Northop,' 

Church Wardens, 

Rector's Carriage, 

With Rector and the Hon. Lady Charlotte Neville^ 

Detachment of Cavalry,- 

Clerk of the Works, carrying a large Fliag with the 

Representation of the New Church upon it. 

Lady Glynne^s Carriage, 

With Sir Stephen Richard GFynne, and Mr. Glynne, 

Wearing the Uniform of the Corps, 

Detachment of Cavalry, 

Other Carriages, 

&c. &;c. &c. 

On arriving at the New Parsonage the iHX)cession 
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alighted, and advanced on foot to the area of the New 
Church, headed by four hundred children belonging 
to the Rector and Lady Glynne^s National Schools* 
The Rector took his station on a Platform near the 
East end of the intended building, and the Schoot 
children having sung the 100th Psalm, the ceremony 
of laying the stone* wa» performed by Sir Stephen 
Richard Glynne, and his brother Mr. Henry Glynne ; 
after the stone was properly adjusted, the Rector 
offered the following prayer, in the most feeling and 
impressive manner : — 

* The stone is placed uader the £ast window, and inscribed a» follows ^— 

THIS STOHB WAS I.4ID 

STEPHEN RICHARD QLYNJ^E, Patbom. 
AMir 
HENRY OLYNNE, his bbothkr. 
GEORGE NEVILLE, Rector and Ordiitary. 
JOHN HUSBAND, B. A. Cvratb. 
HUGH JONES, M. A. ^ 
HENRY JONES, M. A. 5 SiTRRoeATEs; 

FRANCIS EDGE BARKER,. Resistrar. ^ 

V^ILLIAAi VITALLBY, "i ^ 
JOHN CATHERALI^ / ^hbhcr Warders. 

PETER REYNOLDS, > ^ 
RICHARD ROBERTS, J »»»^»««»* 
JOHN OATES, Arcbitkct. 
Peo. 14th, 1821. 
Gothic, in Cburch Arcbiteeture, is a term of the best* acceptatioD, and 
earries with it sentiments of sublimity,, appropriate to the subject it em- 
braces, and as its pure and nndefiled outside is no where, in ancient example,^ 
intermixed with other matter, the taste or propriety of such an appendage * 
as the above may probably be doubted.— Baronius, . indeed, if we are to 
believe that celebrated Cardinal, observes in his Annates Ecclesiastici, that 
the old Church of St. Peter, on the Vatican, was built by Constantine, and 
that this was confirmed, by two verses formerly to be seen in the VauU cfthtti 
Chmrck, 
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" O Almighty and Everlasting Lord God, Maker 
of the Universe and Preserver of all things in Hea. 
yen and in Earth, v^^ithout whom nothing is strong, 
nothing is holy, pour down thy blessing upon us 
who are now assembled before thee, and prosper the 
work of our hands. Look down with mercy upon 
this our humble desire to provide for the mainten- 
ance of thy true religion, and thereby for a continued 
increase of whatever things are righteous, and accepta- 
ble in thy sight. May all those who shall hereafter 
assemble within these sacred walls be united in charity 
and godly love. May thy word here taught pro- 
mote the. everlasting salvation of those who hear 
it ; may thy holy sacrament here administered be the 
forerunner of everlasting glory ! Strengthen also, we 
beseech thee, O Lord, alt who shall minister within^ 
this Holy Temple, that both by their life and doc- 
trine they may set forth thy true, and lively word, 
and by thy grace build up in the hearts of their con- 
gregations a pure . and spotless temple> in the which 
it delighteth Thee to dwell. Finally^ we humbly 
beseech thee, O Lord, to send a blessing upon those, 
by whose little hands the chief stone of thy Altar has 
been this day laid ; may the rest of their lives be 
modelled after this beginning, may they long be spared 
to be pillars of thy Holy Church on Earth, of which 
thy son Jesus Christ is the chief corner stone ! That 
when all these things shall have passed away, we, 
together with them, and with all those who shall here- 
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after worship' in this sacred Temple, may be found 
worthy to become members of thy Church Triumphant 
in Heaven, tlu'oagh Jesus Christ our Saviour, to whom 
with Thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and 
glory, might, majesty and dominion now and forever/* 

At the conclusion of thi» prayer, the 84th Psalm 
was sung, and then the ceremony was concluded with 
an appropriate and energetic address, by the Rector, 
to the surrounding multitude.^ 
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BUCKLEY CHURCH 

Is a plain but handsome Gothic structure, embracing 
an area within sixty-eight feet, by forty-four feet, 
without pillars,* which is divided into three aisles. 
Middle, North, and South. The Middle aisle con- 
tains thirty-four pews for five persons each ; the North 
and South aisles, thirty-four pews for four persons 
-each, which is equal to three hundred and six sittings. 

* The principle of economy in seating the greatest number of people in a 
given space, has in many instances been acted upon at the expense of arohi- 
teetaral accuracy, and has elicited the observation, that, in building the 
New Churches, regard has not been paid to the best models of antiquity, 
whether of Greece, ^ome, or England, and that defective proportions, and 
anomalous mixtures, are but top frequently protrusive, and of course offen. 
•«ive to the judicious eye. The area of this Church contains two thousand 
nine hundred and ninety- two square feet, whilst the height of the ceiling at 
the side walls, is twenty-three feet only, and in the centre thirty-one feet. 
The side windows of the Church, from the sill to the point of the arch, are 
thirteenfeet nine inches high, whilst the width is only four feet five inches, 
including a muUion of fiveinclies.; ani^ from the Tower to thelBast end 
is a greatly conspicuous jroof of blue slates. May not posterity animad- 
vert with justice on this inattention to the best Gothic models, and say, that 
.tbejtresent age, whilst it possessed the science, was defective in taste ? 
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Also benches for the children of the National Schools 
two hundred and eighty sittings, with benches for 
adults one hundred and twenty sittings, making to- 
gether seven hundred and six sittings. 

At the East end of the parallelogram, under a 
lower roof, is the Cliancel, twenty feet by ten feet six 
inches ; on each $ide of which are Clergymen's seats 
for five persons each. On the South side of the 
Chancel is the Baptistry, ten feet six inches square, 
with sittings for twelve persons. On the North side 
of the Chancel is the Vestry, from which are stairs 
ascending to the Pulpit, which faces the North divi- 
sion from the Middle aisle, as the Reading Desk does 
the South division. At the West end is the Steeple, 
which rises in square seventy-two feet ; this is sur- 
mounted by an ornamented battlement five feet high, 
above which shoot out pinnacles, at the angular points, 
twelve feet each. 

The entrance door is in the South front of the 
Steeple ; the area within is twelve feet square, opening 
to the middle aisle ; on the right and left of which 
opening are the Churchwardens^ seats for three persons 
each, ; and within the wall of the Steeple are winding 
stairs, leading to the Singers' Gallery, and also to the 
Belfry, ^which is calculated to admit six bells ; the 
Church is also furnished with a large handsome Barrel 
Organ. 
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Before the dispersion of the assembly on laying the 
first stone, a collection was made for the purpose of 
purchasing Bells, the surplus of the subscriptions hav- 
ing been appropriated to the purchase of a site for the 
Church, and a Church Yard, and other improvements, 
as well as to the commenoementofa fund for the future 
endowment of the Curacy^ Xhe coUectian amouoted 
to ^21. 7s- 6d. 

In the early ages of the Church none could be 
consecrated without an allotment of House and Glebe, 
generally made by the Lord lof the Manor, who 
thereby became the Patren; «nd at the Dedication 
other individuals sometimes bestowed small parcels 
of land, which accounts for the distance of Glebe 
from the Church in many instances. 

On Wednesday the 25th of September, 1822, the 
ceremony of consecration took place at this Church ; 
the day was favourable, and from the best observations 
it was calculated that near two thousand people 
were assemWed. The Hawarden Troop of Cavalry, 
commanded by Captain Boydell, of iiie Manor-Hall* 
escorted die Hon. and Rev. Geoige Neville, Rector 
of Hawarden, to Buckley Churchy and about eleven * 
o'clock were assembled at the Cross Keys, Lane End, 
from whence they escorted the venerable and excellent 
Bishop of Chester, to the Church. His Lordship 
wras received at the Lichgates, by the Rector, from 

S 
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whence a procession was formed into the Church, in 
the following order : — 

Clerk of the peculiar and exempt Jurisdiiction of 

Hawarden, 

Registrar, of the Diocese, 

Apparitor of the peculiar and exempt Jurisdiction of 

Hawarden^ 

Registrar of Hawarden, 

Churchwardens of Hawarden, with white wands, 

Sidesmen of Hawarden, with white wands, 

Right Hon. the Lord Kenyon, 

One of the Commissioners for building Churches, 

The Lord Bishop of Chester, the Hon, and Rev. 

Gedrgc Neville, 

Rev. T. Slade, Rev. G. Pearson, Chaplains to the 

Bishop, 
Rev. Hugh Jones, Rev. -Henry Jones, Surrogates of 
the Ecclesiastical Court of Hawarden, 
Rev. J. Husband, Curate of Buckley Church, 
Rev^ Dr. Gardiner, Prebendary of Lichfield, 
•^ Rev. Rfeg. Heber, Rev. Mr. Parry, O 

§ Rev, the Whrden of Rev. LI. Lloyd, |^ 

I Ruthin, Rev: W. W. Daviesy ^ 

;§ Rev. C. Mytton, Rev.'J. Luxmore, §^ 

2^ Rev. R. Howard, Rev. H. Hodgkixison, § 

1 Rev. R. Caton, Rev. J. C. Potter, | 

U RevC. Clougb, Rev. -^ Hdggitt, * & 

Rev* F. Parkins, Rev. J. Watkins, 
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Rev. R. Jones, Rev. F. Owens, . 

Rev. Howeli Jones, Rev. R. EytOn^^ ^ -> 
In their Canonicals, &c^. - ^ . 

The procession moverf into the Ghureh,'«p tlie cen- 
tre aisle, approaching the Altar ; the Bishop reading 
In the most impressive manner, the 24th Psalm> ♦* The 
Earth is the Lord's," &c; each ^fteroatie versie bein^ 
repeated, in the way of response, fey the Clergy, 'the! 
rails around the Altar were thrown Open, and- the Bi*- 
shop took his chair within them, sitting on the right 
hand, a little in froTit of the table; The Hon. and 
Rev: the -Rector stood t)n i;hfe 'left sitfe of the 'Altar, 
the Clergy standing in the aisle between - the pulpit 
and the reading desk. The petition for ttie Consecra- 
tion was. then presented to the Bisliop, who tianded it 
to WiHiam Ward^ Esq. hi^ Registrar, by whom it was^ 
read, and afterwartls placed upon •the table^ The ser- 
vice of the d^y then eomnieiicedV the Bishop reading 
throughout the usual tonwilary. • The Psalms appoint-^ 
ed for the day, viz.- the 84*tby die 19Sdy and 13Sd, were 
then ehaunted by the choir/ and die>first and deoond 
Lessons were lead. by the Rev. 'Hi Jones, Vicar of 
Northop, * and the *ReT.r. J<^n Httsbaodv The Lit&ny^ 
was Iread- m the' most > fd^eling manner by Hbe itaetor^ 
who give the ttiost powerful effect to that sublitne-tiomii 
position^ A^rthe>eosuiDg pray^,two versed ^of the 
old hundredth' psalm were sung, and then the Bishop> 
proceeded to the Comliiunion Serviicp, tlie epistte b©^ 
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ing read by Ihe Rev* Henry Jones, curate of Hawarden - 
After the Nicene Creed had been read by the Bishop, 
the instrument of the Act of Consecration was announc- 
ed by the Registrar of the Diocese, and afterwards 
signed by the Kdiop. F. E. Barker, Esq. the R^istrar 
of Hawarden, then read a protest, signed by the Hon» 
and Rev. George Neville, the Rector^ and by the 
Hon. Lady Glynne^ and the Officers of this peculiar 
and^ exempt Jurisdiction, in favor of all those rights 
which the Rectors, his predecessors, had attached to 
the living, ^nd reserving to himself all those privileges 
vested in the Court of Hawarden ; notwithstanding the 
official reception in the Parish, that day, of the Lord 
Bishop of Chester* 

;: The Rev. Dr, Gardiner now preached the Sermon, 
faking for. his text, the first verse of the 1 33d psalm, 
!f I v^,^ glad when they said unto me, let us go into 
thfi Houa& of the Lord.^^ His discourse upon these 
words wa9 s^Dprc^riate. to the occasion, and suited to 
awest . Ae earnest attention of his^ local audience — he 
aotked the,neceasity of a Church in a district so distant 
from the Parish Church, and in the midst of such an 
immense population-^he lamented that in our Holy 
Chur<;h, built on that iaith once deliv^f^ed by the 
Siaints, schisms had of late gro^en up, and sepaptions 
fr0m it hs4 taken pLwe ; but be looked with ^anguine 
qonf»fenc^.to tbpt day, when this evil would be lessen- 
ed and removed i he observed, that the present Church 
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was erected for the great and good purpose of receiving 
those who devote themselves to the adoration of AU 
mighty God — for the administration of the Sacraments^ 
for the sacred rites of Baptism and Matrimony, and for 
the other holy ordinances commanded to be used ia 
the Church : hitherto he apprehended many had been 
deprived of the means of communing with their God 
and Saviour ; but hereafter there could be no pretence 
for saying'that the spiritual wants of the District were 
not supplied. After the Sermon, the Bish<)p, and the 
Clergy, in the order of procession before described, 
proceeded to the church-yard, where his Lordship also 
performed the rite of consecration. 

, This ceremony being over, a second collection was 
made for the bells, which amounted to ^'85. 15s. 6d. 
This sum added to the former, produced a total foe 
that purpose of ^107. Ss. Od, ' 

. The church is denominated, Saint Matthew^s/^* — 



• St. Mathew't daj is observed od Ibe dlst of September, the proxiaily 
of wbiob to the daj of consecration might sag^est the choice of cailiogp 
tbe New Church after that Saint; though his claim to precedence ia 
writing tbe First Gospel may probably have given him a more popular dis- 
Unotion. or the time of bis writing bia Gospel, however, there ^e been 
various opinions, some fixing it eight years after the ascension, and somo 
thirty. Ineneus the oldest writer on the subject, fixes its date about th« 
year «l) or M, itecordiog as bis expression may denote St. PaiiPs first 
or second imprisonment at Rome, Doctor Lardper thioka the. year fiO^ 
and Micbaelis joins Irasneus. Now it ia not absolutely certain that Jesua 
Christ waa orucifled at the age of 83 years. An ingeDiou^ explication of 
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Notwithstanding those deviations from classic taste 
which have been heretofore noticfed^ but which are 
alledged to be the effect of contracted nveans ; Buckley 
Church is, in it» whole, a handsome edifice,^ and when 
viewed from the North-east, or South-east points^ where 
it, in part, loses what is most objectionable, is strik- 
ingly pleasing; and the mariner in which the building* 
is executed throi^hout, i» highly honorable to Mr. Johir 
Oates, of Halifaxy the ingenious ardiitect. It is att 
ornament to the district in which it stands, and amidst 
a greatly increased and increasing population, will un- 
doubtedly prove an invaluable blessing, while the pre- 
paratory school, under the roof of the Parsonage House^ 
will be the surest means of establishing its success. 
Its elevated situation renders it an interesting object, 
not only in its own neighbourhood, but in the sur- 
rounding counties, where, thbugh it be but a distant 
monitor, it must yet impress every thoughtful observer 
with this comfortable sentiment, that while there is an 
universal stir for improvement both in art and science, 
Religion yet raises her venerable head, and towers in 
the general scene, reminding all of what is most 

MOMENTOUS. 



the 72 %ek6 in I>auiel, by Mr. John Bellaay, lately pubiUbed^ seems to* 
baye satisfactorily determined the age of Christ at bis crucifixion to bav<& 
been fifty two years and a half. If this statement be correct, those who 
assert that it was- written 8 years after the ascension, agr^e with Irasneus, 
Lardner, and Michael is ; and tboae who assert that it was writtcp thirty 
years after, dating from the commonly accepted age of Christ, at his 
crucifixion, do not greatly differ. St Matthew has himself related his caU? 
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Such is Buckley Church, '' Esto perpetua/^ 

Mr. Bartholomew Prescott, the author of the " In-^ 
verted Scheme of Copernicus/^ is a native of Buckley 
Mountain, and the energy with which he has written 
his book, and the indepcndant spirit with which he has 
published it, shew at least his own conviction of the 
truth of his system, and however fallacious its princi- 
ples may be, his intentions entitle him to notice. His 
early engagements in a merchant's counting-house, at 
Liverpool, afforded him leisure for literary improve- 
ment, and more particularly for the contemplation of 
the heavenly bodies, and if his nightly observations of 
the starry firmament led him to conclude that the ap- 
parent motion of all those glorious luminaries round his 
own planet was real, the idea was natural enough,* 
and though he might be possessed of the Newtonian 
System to direct his researches, yet, his incredulity in 
that system will find some excuse when we reflect that, 
:after Pythagoras had published his scheme, Plato, 
Aristotle, and Ptolemy, fell into the same error ; and 
that the mind when once influenced by prejudice, is often 
so blinded, as jiot to listen to the suggestions of rea- 
son : even Kepler's proportion between the squares of 



to the Apostolic office, Chap. 9th verse dth—of his extraction there if 
no certainty ; and whether he died a natural death, or suffered martyrdom, 
'is equally doubtful. 

s0 Even Milton had said, 

<' These have their course to finish round the eartk 
By morrow morning," 
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the periodical times of the planets, and the cubes of 
their distances, loses its force, where the principle is 
adopted, that philosophers have ingeniously invented 
those times aixd distances to suit their schemes. Mr. 
Prescott has indeed wielded his weapons of controversy 
with the greatest dexterity against Copernicus and 
Newton, and had they not been protected by the in- 
vincible shield of Minerva, they must, of necessity, 
have been overwhelmed. 

The Lane End, distant about half a mile from Buck- 
ley Church, is the principal mart of this populous dis- 
trict, where are public-houses, affording the best village 
accommodations ; and shops, where clothing, groceries, 
and butchers meat, are always provided to suit the ne- 
cessities of the neighbourhood. 
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^HE PRINCIPAL MANSION HOUS£ 

IN THE PARISH, IS 

HAWARDEN CASTLE, 

"The seat of Sir Stephen Richard Glynney Bart, a minor. 

This was formerly called Broadlane Hall, an old 
family residence, of wood and plaster, the ancient seat ' 
-of the Ravenscrofts, which became Sir John Glynne^s 
upon his marriage with Honora Conway, the daughter 
of Henry Conway, Esq. and Honora Ravenscroft, It 
was taken down by Sir John Glynne, IJ^^j and re- 
built of bricks. This was a handsome square house^ 
still retaining the name of Broadlane HalL The build- 
ing was completed in three years, during which time 

T 
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Sir John and his family resided at his house, called 
Rhyddyn, near Hope, which had been built ann. 1749. 
In 1 804, the turnpike road, which passed under the 
bridge leading to the Castle, and in front of the 
hous€i, was altered and turned round the back part 
of it, enclosing it* with^ the Castfe, in the Park ; and 
from this date and circumstance, it received its present 
appellati6n Hawarden Castle. Increase of means car^- 
ries with it a wish for corresponding appearances, and 
this also begets a want of increased accommodations. 
Actuated by these natural prompters, the late Sir Ste- 
phen Richard Glynne, ^s well from the fashion of the 
day, as fcotn giving charMter to the appeI£aition of His 
mansion, caused the brick erection of his grandfather to 
be cased with stone^ adtding, on one side, a grand room^ 
called the Library;; and on the other» a range of offices ; 
all in the gothicr sGjrte, vith casteHatfedtoweRs, seid com^ 
pleted, the year before his death, a most elegant resi^ 
xlen^e, and suitable tp^^tbe pcinceLy incoipe of its pesr 
jpesson 

** NuncBiea^ nunc hujui|» 
Sed postea nescio cujus" 

On the beautiful tawn in front of the, house, a 
Bow-'meeting* was held August 20th 1819, at which 

** ArcHery wa» not formerly so innoceat an amusement The Norman 
arelMM |>rMaiM att Oka battl«iof Htatings, lOftt The batticaaf Qtemy^ 
Paicttersp ami Agiocoor^ vere. obtained b| the: same, wcapxins^ andof.sach 
yital coii8ec|aence was the art esteemed, that Sir John Fortesque, a judge ip 



Digitized by 



Google 



i0 

»ISffORY OF HAWAUfyMK. 



tirer6 present many of the surrounding Nobility and 
Gentry, clad in the castume ^of the Society. The 
Gentlemen in green coats and trowsers with the hat 
raised in fronts and green tiaalbees; and the Ladies, in 
green 9tufis<i«ea%i^andy^^:Ht the ihottom^ 
with bb<yc veiriat, wore talso appropriate hats and 
-fearers.' The Butts ifor rtke d^adies were at sixty 
ytfUrds 'distanoey •and ^thoise 0f the iGemtlemen at 
one hundred 'yards. The (Ladies shot itheir bolts* 
with mwe ^uooess ihan -the ^Gietitlemen, wUli \dae <e3u 
tseptfon of ^Str ^Fot^er >Cunliffe, t^thom .soiae of ^he 
I>arty*migbt^reei»}le6t )»n^39pert raaidcsman .akaost thist^ 
years'b^we : 



tbe reigi^'Of Hieory Sib,- tays, " that. Abe migbl of the realm of ^pgland,' 
staddbth apoD avcheri" The inveDtioD of gunpowder superseded-the useof 
the arrow io warfare, aud about the latter eod of the reign of Hoiiry t|ie.#fel|9' 
archery began to be considered as a pastime only y though H'enry in his inter- 
view with Charles the dtb, and Fraatts the Ist, bad for hia^ deviee an Eng. 
Ji^barehery in a greeo-ooat, drawings bis^arrowwBptaihobattdytwtlluChiaimtfttoy 
^< jQul adtorco.praeest.*' Atrdifier^nVpeciods aiace thaVdate-tbe «xen;Ue.]lfis' 
been held in great estimation, f^nd inany societiaa haver been established. 
lii 1753, Targets 'were erected rn*Finsb«ry^F«e<ds,^' whore * tb^best «hoeter 
,waa i^led" Ciifitgin rfor tbe^eoauipg year^rfuid^ the M«onfd,best ^a» ^M the 
lieutenant. The principal SoeJeties were the Woodmen^f. Arden,* the 
Toxopbilite,' and the Royal Company of Archera in SoMlarid. ^ ThisCom- 
.yftoy MMs /rec«0niz«fidii>y. Kingii(SluiiJ«a -the;9d,.»lapoo>1677,}tiA|o 0V!^en94>ft 
piece>0f pJate valufti^. atdc^liedit |b<lAagMilPAW>.to4»e^ivenasa reward 
to the best shooter ; and his ia^e Migest} George the dd, revived this Boyal 
IPrtze, ^ich,forthe^rst Hme, irasishol for lit Ettinburgh,'J«ly'38lh,-l7«8: 
AtiMie,ooiBmeiieefB.eol^qftbe |atet4ong;#9il^J>l90dy F<«icl>'^¥s( MBiiafVifli^ 
of this' kind ceased ; but are dqw • rqvivipg, iy)d b^peak the happy return^of 
peace and'leisure. 

, *. Ardfb tai theanoieiit Mem lojr.a oaiublei^lejvoQd. nh9 grMt wood in Qi»l^%» < M>g < U fe r 
Gmaa and Tacita»» Aidoen*'aad the woodf of Caledonia. ArdTen, by Osiian« 
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" Validis flexos incurvant viribus arcus 
Pro se quisque^ viri^ et depit)munt tela pharetris" 

From the verge of the lawn on the West side, rises 
a lofty mount ornamented with fine trees, through 
the tops of which are seen the ruins of the castle 
formerly the residence of the Montalts, and •the con- 
templative mind cannot but associate those barbarous 
ages, with the present, and weigh the noisy and riot- 
ous revelling of the Baron, and his chieftains, with 
the happy assembly then upon the green, devoid of 
fear, in perfect liberty, enjoying a reciprocity of sen- 
timent, harmonized by good will, and uader the 
auspices and smiles of the Hon. Lady Glynne, and 
her rising family ; attended by the Rector and his^ 
amiable consort, the Honourable Lady Charlotte 
Neville.. 

On- Tuesday the nineteenth of October foUowing^, 
Prince Leopold, together with Earl Grosvenor, and 
the Lords, Hill, Belgrave, Wilton, the Honourable T. 
L. Gower, and many other distinguished persons^pes^ 
honoured Lady Glynne with their company, to breakr 
fast at this delightful Mansion.. After bzeakfest tfae 
Prince took a view of the grounds, from the Keep 
of the Castle, and was pleased to express his high 
admiration of the romantic and checkered beauties 
of the surrounding scenery : indeed it is impossible 
to contemplate it without emotions of pleasure^ and 
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surprize, for, " Hie est, aut nusquam, quod quae- 

rimus :^' 

Diversified hy nature, taste, and art, 
^ A single site but shows a single part ; 

If from the Gothic Mansion's stately door 
You move a bowshot, the first scene is oer : 
Each step you tread a^brds a different view 
And ramble where you will the scene is new : 
So the coy maid half hides, and half reveals. 
Arrests your eye, and then your heart she steals » 
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THE RECTORY HOUSE. 

This House, fn the memory of man, was of small 
dimensions, though it had been progressively improv- 
ed, and suited ta the income of its day ; for the living 
in 1750, scarcely amounted to 400/. per ann. The 
increase of the value of land, and the addition of the 
tithes from the Northside of the River Dee, enabled 
the late Rev. Stephen Glynne, Rector^ to make some 
valuable improvements, the income having increased 
to eleven hundred pounds per ann. His successor^ 
the Rev. Randulph Crewe, enjoyed the Rectory 
thirty three years, but without making much altera- 
tion. The present Rector, the Honourable and Rev- 
George Neville, in the year 1814, added to the house 
a splendid suit of rooms, and it may now vie with any 
Rectory House of the present age. The views to the 
East, North, and North West, are delightful, including 
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a view of Chester, and* other .minor objects-; also Park- 
gate, and the entire estuary of the Dee, as fsw^as Hoyle 
Lake. To keep pace .with these' improvements, that 
income which was less then four hundred pounds per 
ann. has increased, by tithes from the several inclosurear 
of Saltney Marsh, and Broughton Mountain, and the 
great advance in the valUe of the produce of lands, to 
,the extraordinary amount of ^'4,00Q. per ann. 

This large parish is productive «of much' com and 
cheese,* and a spirit for agricultur^d improvement-^had 
for several years been excited, by *he late Sir S. R. 
Glynne, whose liberality held out eneouragement there- 
to by premiums of plate for the best crops of turnips ; 
for the cleanest and best worked* fallows ; and fop the 
best drained lands, and* whose sentiment at the annual 
distribution of those prizes wai? ^^ Live and let live/'f 
Under such a landlord^ a spirit of emulatiba gradually 
diffused itself through tiie whoje jps^ish^ «nd would 
liave rendiered it aa example worthy the imitotion of 
rthe neighbouring parishes ; but this worthy man died> 
at Nice, where he had gone few the benefit of hi» 
health, on the fifth day of March, 1815, ^ tfce early 
^e of thirty £ve-years. 

*^ Nee pielsafr mOTam 
Aiferet indomit^ei'— qjiQrti^ — 
Linquenda tellus, et damns^ et placen^ 
Uxor/' 



» At Mr. Boydeil's, tbe Manor Half, alone, are usually made ten Tons 
jiauttflUy. 

^ This appears to be a parody upon Mr. Wiwiey's « think and let think.*' 
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** Nob domus et fundus, non aeris acervus et auri 

iEgioto domiui deduxit corpore febresu" 
• 
Notwithstanding this unfortunate event, improve- 
ments have still continued under his representatives^, 
and the parish of Hawarden, containing within itself 
every thing necessary for human support, is, at pre- 
sent, for richness of soil, ^respectability of tenantry, 
local advantages, beauty of scenery, and extensive 
prospects, almost unrivalled in his Majesty's domi-* 
nions« 

That it is the business of both Landowner and 
Landholder to contribute as much as possible to the 
more abundaat produce of the soil, is beyond all 
doubt. Amongst the Israelites of old, from the heads 
of the tribe of Judah, to the lowest branch of the family 
of Benjamin, they were generally husbandmen ; and 
it was an established maxim of Xenophon, that where 
agriculture succeeded prosperously, the arts throve ; 
but where otherwise, the reverse* The Kings of the 
ancient Persians once every month, laid aside their 
grandeur to eat with husbandmen, to shew their ap- 
proval of, and the estimation in which they held agri- 
culture ; and an approximation to this practice, has 
within the last forty years in this country, highly con- 
tributed to agricultural improvement The nobility 
and gentry, have met their tenantry, at appointed sea- 
sons, and at such meetings have adopted from expe- 
riment, implements of husbandry better calculated to 
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f^xfitedlite Ijiie effectual ^^orking of corn4and'^have as- 
<^erta3«ied the best roiaftion of crops-^ba^e introduced 
Into each vanety oF soil its m«st appropriate artificid 
grasses ; diyd bave^ thr^gh tl>e med^iim of valuable pi'e- 
miums, gt^ally iwiprov^ thebreeii of eattJe; so that 
this cxwwitiy wifl ti^wJoubtediy in a 'few years exhibit 
husbandry in a higher degree of perfefctioti than it has 
ever reached in any other. This art or science "Of 
agriculture — 

" ^ue pauperibus prodest, locupletibus >8e(|ue> 
£que neglectum pueris senibusque nocebit." 

It v^ras a maxim of the Flemings to mate a farm 
resemble a garden, by keeping the lands clean and 
in fine tilth ; and this is a principle which should aU 
M^ay s occupy a niche in every farmer's mind. 

* One year'f seeding, makes seven yeans* weeding ; 
But one year's good weeding may prevent seeding." 

In the 5axon manuscript, noted page 3d, many of 
the names of the jurymen are still common in the 
parish, and 4liat of most i-nfluetrce Seems tb have'bfeen 
Corbin of the Gate. This honsc probably received 
its name from its proximity to tbe gateway feadifig to 
the Castle, whilst it was held hy the Lords of Teg- 
engl under the Mercian Kings ; and if there be any 
truth in the manuscript, it is a very singular instance of 
possession, that a freehold of about thirty acres of 
laiAl, should have retained its name, and been possfess- 
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ed, and occupied, without any material diminution or 
increase, through a period of more than 870 years, by 
the same family, and which might probably have con- 
tinued through many succeeding generations ; but the 
late possessor, has broken through this long line of Cor- 
bin succession, by passing over two brothers, and will- 
ing the £state to his third sister, Mrs. Wittingham^ 
and her heirs* 

From the verdict passed upon Holy Rood, page 3d, 
the natives have obtained the trite appellation of 
" Hawarden Jews ;" but cruelty makes no part of 
their character ; for, except the solitary instance of the 
stranger murdered upon Saltaey ^arsh, so far back as 
the year 1740, there is no other instance upon record, 
within the precincts of the Parish ; and in this transao- 
lion, neither blame nor suspicion attached to any 
of the Parishioners ; and from the following petition, 
it would appear that atrocious crimes were yery un- 
fre^ueiit even in the county;—^ 

To the Right Honourable rthe Lords Commissi* 
oners of his Majesty's Treasury ; the humble petition 
of Ralph Griffiths, Esq. High Sheriff of the county 
of Flint, for the present year 1769> concerning the 
execution of Edward Edwards, for Burglary, 

Sheweth, 
That your petitioner was at great difficulty and exr 
pense, by himself and his clerks, and other messengers* 
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and agents he employed in jouiiiies to Liverpool and 
Shrewsbury, to hire an executioner > the convict be*^ 
mg a native of Wales, it was almost impossible to 
procure any of that eou»tiPy toundeptake the execution^. 

j£, S. Dv 

Ta traveliing attd other expenses* upoil^ 

tliat occasion . .^ ^ . . 15 10 O 

A man at Salopy enga^d to do this busi- 
ness ; gave him in part 6L S$. Od. 
Two men for conducting him, and 
^ for their search of him in his deserting 
iTrom them on the road, and charges 
for enquiring after another execu-' 
tioner, 4/. 10«, Orf. . . '. . 9^ 15 » 

After much trouble and expense, John 
B^ington, a convict in the same pri- 
son^ with Edwards, was by means of 
his wife, prevailed upon to execute his 
fellow prisoner; gave the wife 6L 6«i. 
and to Babington 6/. 6s. Od. fS I? O 

P^aid for erecting a gallows, materials^ and 
labour, a business very difficult to be 
done in this county . . ' . 4 19 © 

For the hire of a cart to convey the body, 
and for the biirial 9L lOs, Qd. and for 
other assistance, trouble and petty ex- 
penses on this occasion, at least 5i. . 7 10 O 



Which humbly hope your Lordships will 

allow your Petitioner, who, &c. &c. JB^9 19 
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Whilst uneonnected with strangerss the natives seem 
to have possessed an extraordinary 8iw>plicity of mai^- 
ners, and theip principal amusement was the Wylvat* 
This was a frequent evening meeting durisg the sum* 
mer months of the young of both sexes, in a given 
district ; and there were six or seven such meetmg 
places : here they danced round a • pole, saflg, and 
made merriHoienf of various sort ; while instanees of 
bastardy, or other impropriety^ weve seldom heaid of; 
butv the introchiqtion of strangers to the mrnes, and 
many of them hackneyed m vicious habits^ acquired 
in the popuk>u» district of tine' Stafi^rdshtPe cottieries, 
soon undermined^ ami obliteraied this* aoeient and 
primeval practice, and assetnblies of men at pbblic 
houses, succeeded the usoal HMxett assewUies npea 
l^e green ; and eotts^ inaocificev aiui comfiwtr gra- 
dually simk ititopfiiifisrty,. wietchedaess,. andidiscnBtent. 
However there appea» In (Am pveseiit age« 9 general 
stir for the isipraveineftt of the leiw/en elasiesiitfthe 
lieopie, and our clergjr seem iware of ^ mecessiiy of 
a strict discharge oS tktm cferical dutiw ; aii4aa«^ 
ditional Chufches and: Ch^pi^istsff^ about to be erect- 
ed io populous parishes (a blesaing whicb thuR ^rii^ 
has already reeei^ved^) Ibey^ wiU have a«i QfMpMttMW}* 
of correcting^ by thek eKampfte a«d frQceft$$, Ihose 
inordinate habits wfaicb have heOQite^.so»g«B«a! ;. and 
that they may. succeed to tbetgiwji of God^urf the 

■ ■ ■ ■ .1 ■ I I, I m - I ■ »■ ,. III. II ■ ■ • < n il. ■■ 11 I II ■ i| I I — 

• Id the Neigjiboarboodis a hill itill aalled libe- Wylv»HiIt. 
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good €fS manhmd, muat be the hope aad wish of every 

Tbete are» thre« Brooks itt the parish, vte. Wepre 
Brook, die New Inn's B^ook, and^ Brongklot) Brook.. 
Wepre Brook rises on or near Buckley Moi^ntam^ 
forms the Western boundery line of the parish, and 
after washing the foot of Ewloe Castle, discharges 
ilself into Ae es»;uary of the Dee, near VTepre Hall. 
The second rises near Farmstrle iw the same neigh- 
bourhood, and passing under the New Inn'« Bridge, 
Mk into Wepre Brook ^ little below EwIoe Castle. 
Brofightoii Brook rises' in Pentirobm, and' flowing' 
duougb Tinker's D^ale, nearthe site of the late smelti ng^- 
house^ and under Hawardtew Castle, crosses the Turn- . 
pike road at Broughton Bridge, and thence flowing 
through the Manor HaB larw yard, ifito the Saltttey 
Ttmn drain, dii^hargefr itoelf tbmirgh a shiice fnto the 
River Dee. 

In* Aston Lane i* a very fluenrt aipring, probably 
rising from the Asfo» coaf level, srtrongly chaly- 
beate. 

There are also three quarries of Free-stone, one 
near the New Inn's Bridge, the other in Pentrobin, 
nejar the MiU, and a third lately discovered, from which 
have been raised the stones used ia building; the oew* 
CImrctK 
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Salmon forty years ago sold at 2d per lb., and tra- 
dition says, that forty years prior to that date, servants' 
objected to eating it, more than twice a week : it sells 
(1822) early in the season for three or four shilling* 
per lb. and seldom, for less than one shilling and 
sixpence. 

There are two Fairs for cattle, &e. held annualfyr 
viz. on the twenty-eighth day of April, and on the 
twenty-seeond day of October. 

There are two charitable or friendly Societies, called 
the Hawarden and Ewloe Clubs, the former consist- 
ing of about 600 members, and the latter of about 
^00 members : also a third has lately commenced. 

In the fifth annual report of the Chester Savings 
Bank, is the following remark. " The Hawarden 
Branch, in our last report, had remitted 4849/^ 13s. 
the amount now (September 3d. 1822) in favor of 
that Branch is 6866/. 5s. lOd. being aii increase of 
2016/. 12sc lOd. during the last year.'^ 

There are two Societies for the prosecution of 

Felons. 



Poor's Rate 1800, 960/. deduct 
County rate 54/. 15s. llfd. 



£. s. D- 
905 4 Of 
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Poor's Rate 1820, 9 135/. :19s. 7d. de-) 

> 1842 Q 7 
<luct County rate S93/. 10s. Od. bal-S . 

Incase of Poor's Rate in gO yrs. 937 5 6i 

Increase of County Rate in J20 yrs. 238 14 



Perhaps it may not be ;deemed irrelevant in coii- 
•clusion, to notice that distinguished character the late 
Mr. Alderman John Boydell. He was born January 
19th, 1719, at Dorrington, in Shropshire, of which 
place his grandfather was Vicar, and afterwards Rector 
of Mableton in Derbyshire, His father, Mr. Josiah 
Boydell, was a Land Surveyor, who soon after the 
year 1730, removed with his family to Broadlane, 
under the auspice^s of Sir John Glynne, Bart . His 
son John he intended to bring him up to his own pro- 
fession, and therefore instructed him in the practice of 
Land Surveying ; but the youlig man having acci- 
dentally met with a view of Hawarden Castle, drawn 
by Mr. Baddeley, and having often compared it on 
the spot, with the Ruin itself^ was so struck with its 
^^act repres^itation, that it left an indelible impression 
upon his mind, and he at length determined to quit 
his father, and to risk his future fortune on the graver. 
To accomplish this end, he walked up to London, at 
the age of twenty-one, and engaged himself an ap- 
prentice to Mr. Ton)s, the artist, who had engraved the 
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Rctupe, niuch had afforded bim so much pleasure. 
His first work after quitting his apprenticeship, was 
published In 1745, and cooflpsted of «]x Laud^c^^es 
^sign^^d, and engraved by himself, and sold 4t date 
loiv price of one shilling; but tlie peifornciaiioe wi« 
so generally approved, as to pay him well for his 
labour. The contemplatire mind of Mr. Boydell, 
now saw with astonishment the vast sums that were 
drawn out of this country by French artists, and de- 
termined to avert if possible, the continuance of 
what he termed a National disgracie, «nd fe>^nd i* 
Woollett a genius suited to Ws projects : he flierefotc 
gave him the greatest encouragement, and paid him 
jfar beyond his expectations for his perfi>rmances. 
By such acts of liberality, and by unceasing perseve* 
race, he had the happriness to turn the scale in favour 
of his native country, and large suras were brought 
into rtie kingdom for the productions of artists in the 
.English School, under ifec patronage of this worthy 
man: he may therefore be styled the £al;her of the Arts 
in Great Britain, and lie rendered more service to- 
wards their periecftion than the whole order of Nobili- 
ty put together. His merite were rewarded with 
wealth and honours. He dischargad t)be offices of 
Alderman, and Sheriff of the city of London, with 
deserved praise; and in the year 1791, was elected 
Lord Mayor ; the First Magistrate of perhaps the fij^ 
City in the World. He died honored and lamented 
in year tbe 1804) and of his age 84. 
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As a contrast to this deserving character, this parish 
offers another in the celebrated Lady Hamiltfon, She 
was, on her first entrance into service, a nurse maid 
to the late Mrs. Thomas* of Hawarden, the worthy 
«ister of the worthy Alderman just noted ; from such 
a situation, by elegance of person, and by abilities for 
intrigue and fashion, she became, at last, the Lady 
of Sir William Hamilton, his Majesty's Embassador 
at the court of Naples, and the friend and familiar of 
^he Neapolitan Queen. Such an exalted station, had 
«he possessed virtuous principles, would have reflected 
honour upon her sex ; but loose habits soon rendered 
her neglected, afad despised; and she died miserable, 
and in extreme poverty. Of these celebrated, but op- 
posite characters, let our youth of both sexes make a 
proper use : they stand as examples to copy or avoid. 
We see One resting on the solid basi? of virtuous in-^ 
dustry, and pointing out to the wise and good, the 
way that leads to riches, to honors, and to Heaven ; 
while the Other, raised high upon the gorgeous, but 
uncertain seat of momentary favour, is soon hurled 



* Mrs. Thomas^ relict of the late Honoratus Leigh Thomas, Surgeon, lived 
ftotbe age of 82 nearly, and died Sept dOtfa, 1821. She left two sarviving 
sons, and foar daughters. The eldest son, Honoratus Leigh Thomas, £sq. 
is that celebrated Surgeon, in Leicester Place, London. Of Mrs. Thomas, 
it may be truly said, that she died resigned and happy, an4 met the Divine 
dispensation with that Christian calmness, and serenity, which bespoke 
feelings of hope arising from the retrospection of a well spent life. She was a 
frugal and affectionate wife, a prudent and indulgent mother, and her large 
family reaped the benefit of her good sense— 4ier long experience as4 
Jier amiable example. 

V 
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down into the obscurity from wtience she arose ; but 
without that self approral, and that self satisfaction^ 
which ever attend a viituous life in the lowest an4 
obscui^$t walls of humaiMty, 



^ote ofDitted at pageU on " loq. 34. Edward ni;** 

* The records preserved in the -Tower of London^ and entitled « InqnUU 
tiones post mortem,'' are sometimes also called Cscheats, aad commence with 
tlie early part of the reigi of Henry III. The late Mr. Astle, keeper of 
Ihe records in the' Tower, says ** These Records are preserved in huodfof 
chronologically arranged ; they we^e taken by virtue of Writs directed to 
Ihe Esefaeatorii of each coaoty or distriet, to spnmofr a Jury, on oath, who 
we#e to inqqire what landtjahy person died ve&ted of, and by what ser vices 
they held the same, and who was ne>t heir, and what was his age, that the 
King might be informed of his right of escheat or wardship. They afsd 
show whether the tenant was attainted of treasot, or was an alien, in either 
of which cases thc^ were seized into the King's hands. These Inqaisitions 
showed likewise the quantity and quality and value of the lands of which 
eaeh tetttmt died veifted, attd they acre the heat evidenees of the deseents of 
(amilies and properties. . 

<< Inquisitiones ad quod Damnum'' are records commencing with the reigv 
i>f Edward H. 1817. They were taken by virtue of Writs directed to the 
Xsoheators of each county, where any grant of a Market, Fair, or othvr 
privilege^ or licence of alienation of lands, was solicited,^ to inquire by fi 
J'ury whether such grant or alienatiop was prejudicial to the King or others, 
.itt caso tiie sBjne sit ould bo made* 



mm 
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THE POSTSCRIPT, 

CONTAINING 

REMARKS, 

Akd a brief' BetraspecHve View of ibe Th$w primipoi 

Femtatres 

IN THE FOREGOING PAGES^ 



Tnts MEMorir commette^ inf a^ very impor&tnt 
Era.^ Chaiiemagne was then pufsiHBg his eonquestSy 
and adding to his dominions all Germany, and the 
greatest part of Italy, and was crowned Emperor of 
the West, anno 800. At his Court fesided for 
sometime, Egbert, King of the West Sastons, who 
probably there imbibed the notion of redttcing the 
other Kingdoms of the Heptarchy ttnder his ow» ^ 
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power, he being the sole descendant of the first Saxon 
Monarchs ; a circumstance that might greatly facili- 
tate the extension of his conquests^ In this struggle 
the M^elsh had some share for espousing the cause of 
the Britons in Devon and Cornwall. In 827? the 
Saxon Heptarchy was dissolved, and Egbert became 
sole Monarch of England. About 870 Roderic the 
Great, King of Wales, divided his dominions between 
his three sons, which divisions were Demetia or 
South Wales ; Povesia or Powisland, and Venedotia 
or North Wales ; to the latter of which, as has been 
observed, succeeded Anarawd, After continual broils 
and dissentions between the Danes and the Englisby 
from Egbert to Edmund Ironside, a space of about 
one h undred and ninety years, the kingdom submitted 
to the Danes, under Canute ; who, in the course of 
fifty years, were obliged to submit in their turn to the 
superior prowess of the Normans, 1066. From the 
time of the division of Wales, between the sons of 
Roderic, the Welsh were seldom without internal 
dissentions, which at times shook their several Princi- 
palities, and their disputes after the Norman succes- 
sion, with the English Kingp,. ended in the loss of the 
Whole. 

By aft enactment of Henry the 8th, Welshmen were 
to have the same liberties, as others the King^s sub- 
jects, and their lands were inheritable jaccording to the 
English tenures, and rules of descent,, and the laws of 
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Ebgland, and no others were to be used in Wales^ 
It has been seen that when Hugh Lupus parcelled 
out hi^ vast grant amongst his Norman Barons, that 
Ha warden and its Castle Montalt, were! bestowed 
upon Hugh Fitz Norman, whose nephew assumed the 
name of his Castle, and that the Montalts possessed it 
till the death of the last Robert, who through want of 
issue, settled it, and its appurtenances, upon Isabella 
the Queen Mother, who conveyed it to William de 
Montacute, Earl of Salisbury. From the Montacutes, 
it passed through the Nevilles, to the Stanleys, after- 
wards Earls of Derby, and from the Stanleys, by pur- 
chase, to Serjeant Glynne. 

Of the Church of Hawarden we have early mention 
after the Conquest, though a particular account of its 
Rectors, from the first to the last of the Montalts, is 
not ascertainable. It would appear reasonable to sup- 
pose, that William de Montalt, the third son of Robert 
and Leucha* de Montalt, who was Incumbent of Nes- 
ton, was also the Rector of Hawarden, when he join- 
ed his Mother, and eldest brother, in bestowing the 
Church of Neston, upon the Monastery of St. Wer- 
bui^^in Chester, 1180: Robert de Montalt, the suc- 
ceeding brother, confirmed this grant ; but his son 
Roger de Montalt afterwards forcibly possessed him- 
self of the said Church, and presented it to his young- 
est son Ralph de Montalt, who, in all probability, was 
then Rector of Hawarden, and the person to whom 
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the Monastery of St. Werbur^ resigned, f6r ever, the 
Tenths thereof, as well as a pension of five mafks 
annually for the Church of Neston. William de 
Montalt may therefore be considered as the first known 
Rector, anno 1180, and his great Nephew, Ralph 
de Montalt, as bts successor, sometime after the year 
ISOO- Of the succeeding Rectors, till the Church wa& 
possessed by the Derby family, the account is to be 
met with in the Litchfield Register. The first Rector, 
of their appointment, according to the Chester Register, 
appears to have been Randolf Pool, Rector of Har 
warden and Neston, 1537) ^ connexion which weemB 
to verify the above conclusi<»is, respecting William 
and Ralph de Montalt. Of the Rectors from this 
period to the Great Rebellion^ Dr, Philips appears to 
be the only one erf distinction, as a leacned and pious 
m^n ; at least there is nothing upoa record to justify 
a competition with this distinguished Divine. Of the 
Rectors who succeeded the Rebellion, Laux^we Fogg 
g^pears to have acted with the sincerity axkd honesty 
of a sound Divine ; who upon the score of his reli- 
gious principles, would sooner yield up his Rectory 
than conform to admissions which he, in bis consci- 
ence, could not approve* This honest perseverance, 
when his riper judgment convinced him of his error, 
led to his re-admission into the Church, and to his 
preferment; whidi he enjoyed to extreme old age. 
His bvotiher and successor Oriaiodo Fogg, is dietia- 
guished for maintaining the integrity of the exempt 
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jurisdiction of his court, against the attempts of the 
Ecctesiastica! court of Chester. The like firmness 
was also shown by Dr. Percival, and the Rev. Mr* 
Fletclier, in their respective Rectorships. Doctor 
Price erected the Lichgates at his ewn expense^ which 
still remain as a token of his disposition to improve- 
ment, and an example to future Rectors ; but an 
inclination to the improvement of Church Estates, 
wherein there is but a life interest, shows itself only in 
those who have a correct feeling for religious Institu- 
tions, and the principle which gave them biithr— in those 
who consider themselves instruments ia the hand of 
Providence to forward in every possible vsray, the ac- 
complishmfents of His divine purpose, both by precept, 
and example, and by tlie maintenance and improve- 
ment of those Estates with which they are intrusted, 
and by which they are supported^ for the discharge 
of those purposes ; and where there is ability, and 
this inclination does not appear, the trouble of draw- 
ing the inference may be easily excused. 

Rector Williams, it has been seen, rendered bimsedf 
very conspicuous, both in a political and a religious 
view : Politics and Religion are too heterogeneous to 
amalgamate, and the Rector's interference, as to, the 
Pretender, was attended with disgrace ; whilst his reli^ 
gibus severity, if the term can he admitted, served only 
to show how slowly the mild precepts of the Gospel 
liad gained upon Puritan austerity^ and what little 
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effect they had then wrought even upon Professors ot 
the Establishment. To have excited the admiration 
of present and future readers, by more interesting and 
more extended biographical notices, would have been 
highly gratifying, for humanity rejoices in the contem- 
plation of men, 

*• Proved by the ends of l)eing, to have "been." 

Of the Parish in general. — Whatever might 
have been its early politics^ or ecclesiastical state — 
its agriculture, and commerce seem to have been at 
a very low ebb. Notwithstanding its intrinsic and 
native riches, it was, as it were, an isolated district, 
scarcely to be denominated Welsh, or English. Be- 
ing early overnm, and settled by the Saxons, its popu- 
lation retained much of their manners and <:ustoms, 
though ciit off, by the intervening estuary of the Dee, 
from an easy communication with their Chester neigh- 
bours ; and again unconnected with Wales, through 
want of a ^miliar knowledge of its language. These 
circumstances were a great bar to improvement in 
any way, for it is intercourse with others, that enlarges 
our understandingSf softens our manners, harmonizes 
our minds, and familiarizes us to mixed events, whose 
collision strikes out new ideas, and prepares us for 
new adventures. Accordingly the silting up of the 
River Dee rendering the supply of coals at Chester 
from the Welsh coast, more precarious, the opening 
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t)f the New Cut aflforded a more easy communication, 
and invited strangers of more experience than the 
natives, to open coal pits, and hazard their capital 
upon prospects so alluring to active and speculative 
minds. From this beginnings naturally arose the value 
of propertjs and with that, an inclination still to im- 
prove it. The New Hall, at Broadlane, rose up under 
the auspices of Sir John Glynne, and this probably 
led to the more immediate improvement of the Church :; 
for, in a few years afterwards, the Trustees of Hawar- 
<len, beautified the Interior, as has been recorded. 
Next followed the improvement of the Town, and 
the Rectory House ; and, finally, the inclosure of Salt- 
ney Marsh, which gave full scope to the industry, 
and talent of the Agriculturist. 

These are the sources wliich have progressively led 
to rouse the energies, and advance the means, of the 
Parishioners ; and the effects are as natural, as expect- 
ed ; and to trace , these has been a task, neither un- 
tpleasing, nor, it is hoped, useless, as it tends to enlarge 
the acquisition of useful knowledge. 
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AN APPENDIX, 

Containing a remonstrance against the mutilation of 
HAWARDEN GRAMMAR SCHOOL; 



WITH 



OBSERVATIONS UPON GRAMMAR SCHOOLS IN GENERAL. 



On the 13th day of November, 1820, a Meeting 
of the Feoffees, was held in the Vestry Room of Ha- 
warden Church, for the purpose of altering the hereto- 
fore described School, and the Meeting having been 
adjourned one fortnight, I sent the following remon- 
strance to be read at the said adjournment, being at 
that time confined to my housed by llheumatism. 
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Gentlemen, 

On Sunday the 28th of October, 18^0, notice Wa^ 
given in the Church, for a meeting of the Feoffees, 
to be held in the Vestry, on the 13th of Novenibelr 
following— pending the time between the notice, and 
the day of meeting, the ancient door-way of the School 
was blocked up, and another opened in a situation 
that even the eye of inexperience must condemn. No 
Architect from the time of Vetruvius to Mr. Pdrdon, 
could have fixed the doorway rn a better place than it 
originally occupied, whether £6r .convenience, comfort, 
or a free and healthy circulation of air, which is an 
indispensible requisite in a School-room ; but if the 
occupant of that Room chuse to sit in or near the 
doQTway, he must of course find it uncomfortable in 
cold and inclement weather ; but this singularity can 
be no excuse fpr removing the door, and altering the 
constitution of the School. Now, I conceive, that 
sophistry itself could invent, but one excuse for such 
an act ; and that, upon the score of increased light.. 
There was^ it is true, upon the building of the School- 
House, a window blocked up at the West end, but 
whichi.from circumstances, was not productive of. 
inuph light ; this, however, would have bectri more 
tliani recovered, by lowering the sill of the next South 
window eighteen or twenty inches ; and that at a trifling, 
expense. This done, and a narrow doorway opened for 
^ress to the offices near the bottom pf the South side. 
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would have obviated every complaint ; the light would 
have been quite sufl^cient ; the situation for the Master 
would have been warmer than formerly, irom the dry and 
comfortable air of the adjoining House ; the little door 
would have led. to the ofiSceSr and runagate boys would 
have been prevented frequent absence, from a suspicion 
of the Master's observation through the lowered win- 
dow, and the front door being locked, during School- 
time, would have kept the children out of the Church 
Yard. 

The brick wall on the South side,^ being a new and 
substantial fence to the freehold, could not, in my 
judgment, be removed^ even under the authority of the 
Feoffees J without substituting another of equal strength 
and durability^. A Trustee is to protect, and not 
expose the property he has in trust. The fence was- 
calculated to last for ages, and to protect that generous- 
ly bestowed passage mac/^ and enclosed under the eye 
and sanction of the Rector and Patron^ the very 
same security on which the School House stands, it 
also being built upon the Glebe ; and what is all tbi» 
hazard of the integrity of the freehold for % to prevent 
the expense of a few loads of bricks, and to exhibit the 
anomafy of carryiag away the materials that protected 
©ne part of the property (and it would seem even to 
relinquish that property) to improve another part : it 
18 like taking the lap of a coat to mend the body- 

* Te these mutikitions of the freehold, I cannot,! 
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dare not, subscribe ; because it would be a derelictiorr 
of duty as a Trustee ; I therefore take this method of 
expressing my dissent, 

I am. Gentlemen, 

Your obedient humble Servant, 

RICHARD WILLETT. 



. The foregoing remonstrance having been disregard- 
ed, I have thought it necessary to draw up the following 
observations respecting Graaimar Schools ; being un- 
' willing to incur the charge of singularity, or to leave 
behind me an impression, that my remonstrance pro- 
ceeded only from a want of due consideration. 

It is scarcely to be credited, that any body of Trus- 
t;ees, would atte'mpt to mutilate, or, under any qualifi- 
cation whatever, to impair, that almost sacred edifice, 
a Grammar School; particularly those, whom grati- 
tude should compel to forward and cherish the inten*^ 
tions of the generous Donor. 

. The Universities, before the 12th century, were 
called Studies, and the necessity of learning, for re- 
ligious purposes, as well as other useful knowledge^ 
was dien so evident and pressing, that the families^ 
q^ Bishops were the chief seminaries, and Bishops 
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themselves frequently the chief teachers. These 
avocations, however, were incompatible with the more 
important duties of the highest dignitaries of the 
Church, and therefore other learned men were selected 
for discharging those very necessary duties, for which, 
certain Estates or Prebends were granted to them for 
support, and being, settled in all Cathedrals, they had 
the power to grant licenses to, and superintend the 
School Masters throughout the Diocese, About the 
middle of the reign of Henry 6th. Learning in this 
country, \^as very respectable, but soon after his 
marriage with Margaret of Valois, whose ambition 
fomented and increased the troubles of the kingdomt 
the Schools, then chiefly supported by voluntary sub- 
scriptions, fell very much into decay, and in proportion 
to their decay, ignorance prevailed ; but Learning re- 
vived with the return of more tranquil days, and it is 
generally allowed that our Grammar Schools, which 
had increased, (Henry 7.) and were then increasing, \eAy 
as elementary Institutions, to the spread of general 
knowledge, and were, under divine Providence, the 
principal means of bringing about the completion of 
the Reformation ; for the extension of literary acquire- 
ments was the only head to be opposed to the errors 
of the Church of Rome. 

« The term " Grammar School," in the present day, 
seems to be somewhat problematical, or at least de- 
pressed in character ; for in many instances it is used' 
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to a mere English School. In its better times, it was 
an Elementary School, where youth were taught the 
rudiments of Greek and Latin, with their exemplifica* 
tion in the minor classics, as preparatory to their En- 
trance at College, which, prior to the reign of Charles 
2d, and many years afterwards, was at an early age. 
Grammar School, therefore, was a very appropriate 
term, and except through extreme ignorance, cannot 
now mislead. 

Without considering those Schools that Were prior 
.to Henry the 7th, there were founded in his reign 
about sixteen ; and in that of his son Henry the 8th, 
about fifty-eight ; also in that of Edward the 6tb, about 
forty ; in that of Mary the 1st, about sixteen ; and in 
that of Elizabeth, when the reformation was completed, 
about ninety-five. 

The Grammar School of Hereford, was founded so 
far back as the reign of Richard 2d, 1384, but there is 
little upon record concerniqg it, till the reign of Edward 
6th, when it appears to have been much reduced. 
Edward issued an Injunction, that, " In every Cathe- 
dral Church, where no Grammar School is founded 
already within the close, nor hath any such near unta 
it adjoining, founded already by any person. The 
King's Majesty willeth, that of the common land9 
and revenues of that Church, shall he ordained, kept, 
-and maintained perpetually, a Free Grammar 
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School,^^ and when Queen Elizabeth found that this 
Injunction had not been carried into eflfect at Here- 
ford, she commanded a School to be erected at the 
West end of the Cathedral. Perhaps reason and 
religious motive could not have been exercised to more 
real advantage to the end proposed, than in the pro- 
duction and adoption of this plan. Grammar Schools 
being erected within the closes of Cathedrals, and 
within the precincts of Church Yards, received thart 
parish protection which they might otherwise not 
have done. By such a plan they were brought 
under the immediate inspection of the Cburchwardens, 
who are generally Trustees for the time being, and 
the necessary repairs were a matter of course ; where . 
it has been otherwise, the buildings in many instances 
have been suffered to fall into decay, and the Endow- 
ments have been embezzled by those very individuals, 
who were bound in hcHior and conscience to have 
directed them to their proper use. Mr. Ledsham, in 
his Will, makes no request for permission to build a 
Grammar School in the West corner of Hawarden 
Church Yard ; there was no necessity. Royal Autho- 
rity and example ensured the execution of his design, 
and the building was completed under the Rectorship 
of Dr. John Philips, then Bishop of Man.* In 
the reign of James 1st, about thirty-six Grammar,- 



« In the bequest of personalty to establish a School, it was not necessarj 
to purchase land to gi?e effect to the Testator's design, for the Master mghi.^ 
teaek w ike Chmrck. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORY OF H*AWARDBN* 



Schools were founded ; In that of Charles 1st, thirty ; 
In that of Charles 2d, forty ; in that of James 2d, 
two ; In that of William and Mary, twelve ; Of 
Anne, six; Of George 1st, two; Of Georg^e 2d, 
two ; Of Geoige Sd, one ; these numbers are as cor-, 
rect as I am at present able to make them* Such a 
felling off of charities for tjiis purpose since the reign . 
of Charles 2d, is very remarkable, and their .per- 
verted uses, through the neglect or ignorance of 
Trustees, can be the only assignable cause. In some 
places the buildings have been suffered to dilapidate, 
and the Estates with which they were endowed? appli- 
ed, if at all, to foreign purposes — others have been in 
part robbed of their privileges and income^, and so 
reduced as to derange, and almost nullify the inten- 
sions of the Donor — ^the Endowmeots, of others fur- 
nish hoiises and salaries for Masters and Ushers where 
there is bot a single boy educated — others are converted 
into Schools upon Dr. Bell's plan to instruct the 
lowest classes of children in A, B, C, and the four 
first rules of Arithmetic — others, where the writer has 
known the Pupils to write Latin and Greek Odes, are 
dwindled into Schools for mere English instruction ; 
whilst'others, alas ! are mutilated and disposed of as 
convenience or other motive may suggest, and even 
their ancient and long accustomed avenues are denied. 

After these general observations, it may, perhaps, be 
necessaiy to point out two or three particular instances, 

X 
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oorr<<)bdrative of that palplable neglect and injustice 
pt«ctifii(€fii Upon th^ Foundets of these Institutions. 

tht FfeiB Grammar School bF Pocklington, hi York- 
shifG, where that great Philanthropist, the late Wta. 
Wilberforce, Esq. was educsited, yields, as is said, an 
ataniial rental of from jt^ 1,000 to 1,900 ; two thirds df 
which fcelbng to the Master, and one third to the 
U^het ; tte School is not only open to Parish Bbys, 
but to any others, and the late Master, the'Rfev. IMt. 
Baskett, had from forty to fifty boys, but it is stated, 
1818, there were only two or three Town Boy^ 
arid no aliens, and it has been publicly declared th«t 
t*he lowel* School-room is used as a saw-pit and barn ; 
arid that the Master has not attended for thte laist *welte 
months; and that die U^her being deaf, flie children 
have b^en necessarily sent to other Schdtite. 

The Funds of the Gf^ritmar School of -Sfr 'Andl^w 
Judd, in the town of Toribridge, in *Kent, had for ^ 
series of years been appropriated, by the Skinners' 
Company, to other uses ; btit the Lord Chancellor con- 
firmed a decree against the Company, Michadttias 
1821, and the Charity now possesses morfe than 
J^4,000, per ann. With arrears amounting to ^hnbst 
j£^lO,000. Of this Extraordinary itrcome, ftfe 'Masttir 
wishes to claim 8,0001. per ann. and the Usher 1,0001. 
per anri. ; ho'w preposterous ! rniless there Wer^ propor- 
fioriafe service. *fhe ploris Founder had ito view the 
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education of the risiqg generatiaa,. aad that coramenr 
siurat^ with th^e pie^i^ of fifiording it ; ^nd tho' b^ 
termed it a Grammar S^sbool, he cwldnevex mean to 
preclude any further or better iDstruction^ whether in 
|apgu€|g^ or aci^fK^, if ^i^jbef^uecrts^^iauld be a^eq^uate ; 
wd ?hi9 m^st h^ the fspirit of every like cbaritjr, 
j^rh^ktever iiiay be tb^ leljtqr of the IpdeutuiPe ; and 
haw!9ref oKucb tb? reveaq©? fro^i aoeidental causis^ 
IWy loqreaiEie, the School ojr Scjfiools ^ould increase 
IQ pff)p9i|^iopf . and ^hP^¥ S^? income he yet mor^ 
i^mk a|dfeqM#tf ^ G^fii^mar ScboQl Instruction witbiif 
my pr-^sjL-ribed liiTjit, it Bright then add the furtheiP 
b^ipf^tit 9^f Fe^pwdiiips Bp^ Exhibitions, at tb<^ Uni- 
v^fsifies. Haw this JQUQ^se iimm^ i^ to be applied| 
wbjudkciJ^est,. 

The Fr?i? ^Graqai^iar School of Hjgh^te 19 mori^ 
iic|[4y 6ndow^ than that of Harrow, and it is said tQ 
b^ capable of ^uqatipg 150 boya- The Manpr wa« 
heft by the Bisbpp pf London^ to Sir Rpger Cholmon- 
deley, personally^ ai^d Sir B<^er founded this School 
himself; but ^ Governor^ of late, alas the princi- 
ple J ivere about to appropriate the fvinds to the build- 
ing of a CjJh?\peU and ^ Bill was this year (1822) 
brqught ii^^o Parii^mi^nt tipr th?it purpose. Jt was 
there iiirgued that it wa3 the d^ty of that House tp 
^rxj ^he Will of the jFoqnder ipto execution, for that 
the prop^y had been substantially be(}uaatbed for 
^ Grami^ar School, and »ot to erect a Chapel, or 
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found a National School. Will posterity believe that 
in this School the Sexton and Grave diggers are 
said to be the only Preceptors. 

Can we now wonder that charitable impulses 
should not be directed to these ends, when neither 
the Will of the Donor, nor the Interest of the. Parish is 
consulted? The Wisdom of past ages planted these 
useful charities in Church Yards ; the reformed 
Church having separated from the Sjee of Rome, 
where could her infant Pupils be better taught than ' 
tinder her own view ? and where could those Pupils be 
inore influenced than within the pale, and ia the con- 
tinual presence of their mother Church 1 Is the 
necessity done away with % I fear not. Protestantism 
is divided into so many Separatists and Sectaries, that 
these embryo Institutions are now, as necessary as 
formerly to support and ensure the Establishment — 
they originated in- reason and good sense, and if pro- 
perly supported, would continue, as they have always 
done under encouragement, their good effects. To 
what then shall we ascribe the neglect of them ? To 
what, the defacing thein, and rendering them Uncom- 
fortable either to the Master or the Scholar? Is the 
Church ashamed of the Nursery which supplies -her 
strength? Do not Dissenters see the advantage of 
such a plan, and place their Seminaries frequently in 
their very Chapels ? " Train up a child in the way 
he should go, and when he is old he will not depart 
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from Tt^^ — ^but, in these instances, Scripture, and the 
wisdom of ages built upon that basis, are in modern 
comprehensions, but vanity arid vexation of spirit. 

Again, it is argued that the Church-yard should be 
retired.T— In country places, Church-yards generally 
are so, and therefore the better suited to contemplation 
and study, and any improper use' of them, of whatever 
complexion, it rests with the Master to corredt. If we 
go back ta remoter ages, such seclusion was never 
thought of; nay, the traveller was frequently arrested 
in his progress, by an invocation to stop, and contem- 
plate his mortality upon the tomb-stone ; and let not 
this practice be contemned as either barbarous, or un- 
wholesome, for Jacob buried his wife Rachel in the 
highway leading from Bethel to Bethlehem, which was 
the high road thro^ the south western extremity of Ca- 
naan to Egypt, and he placed a pillar upon her grave, 
which remained as a ^^ Memento mori'^ till after the time 
of Moses, a space of at least 200 years, and yras, no 
doubt, often crowded round, not only by men, women, 
and children, but by their asses, mutes, and other 
beasts of burden, and that, without any notion of im- 
propriety. St. George^s-*-the principal Church in Li- 
verpool, is built in the middle of the Market-place, and 
the vaults under the edifice contain the remains of the 
most distinguished personages; while the narrow ter- 
race round the Church is supported by arches which 
afford conveniences for the market people, such, as 
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butchers, fruiterers, &c. and thit, witfabut eKcUhig any 
diatp^afui feeAing»-^re the Clergy and Id:iabitanto of 
this, die second town in the £inpiite, deireid <tf com^ 
mon understanding, and the natural impulses of sensi- 
bility? Common sense enters her protfest a^^st 
such a cbevge, therefore, the conclusions dediucib]^ 
from the foregoing obserratiotts aa^e, 

1st. That prerefiljug Att ancteot approach t© a 
GrammaT School, through the Church<»yard, after ao 
U99ge of more dvan 900 year»^ is in face of the statute^ 
and therefore iHegal. 

2d!y. That cutting off, corttwieting, or otberwiie, di- 
minishing the boundaries and pririlegesof a Charitable 
Institution is unjust, and 

3dly • That either the one or the other, as preventive of 
the full intentions of the generous Donor^ i» udgratefuK 

Ithasbeett herietofore showti that Mr.'Ledsham^ft . 
legiaLcy when left, brought iii 30/, per a»n, which, at tbe 
present' perk>d, wooki be itioi^ than equs^ to. 60/. per 
anil, a charity iti ii» extent, and utility, far surpassing 
^ny thing ttiat the great Proprietor of land in tbe 
parish ever contributed from the days of the Conqueror, 
to the prei^nt time. ^ 

4 
I 

Our reason then, ai welt as juatice, wfaicii should 
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ever influence its motives, alike Urge us to the encourage- 
ment and support of these useful, and, in many instances, 
efficient Institutions ; and they would doubtless be ge- 
nerally efficient if their Trustees faithfully and con- 
scientiously discharged their duties ; and a very learned 
and distinguished Writer of the present day (to whose 
lucubrations I am greatly indebted) has freely and 
honestly declared, '^ that it is high time that something 
should be done to stop the havoc of ignorant and fa- 
natic Trustees, before they impair those venerable In- 
stitutions, the Grammar Schools/^ 

The Compiler trusts that he has now furnished a 
faithful and honest Meipojp of eveijy interesting matter 
and circumstance which he has discovered rekting to 
his Parish ; and in discharging his office he can con* 
fidently assert, that he has neither disguised facts 
nor suppressed documents; and whilst he has en* 
deavoured to expose and correct error, he has refused 
no degree of metit its share of approbation, and this, 
in his judgement, is the paramount duty of every 

COMPILER. 
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(Jhren Gwynedd 

iMsh History of . . 
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J^erceval Beaumiont, Rector • 
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Postscript ■ . *• .. 
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Prescott, Sir George , . 
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Roderic the Great . ' 
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Salt Mr. . 
Saltney Inclosed . 
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Spanow Mr. 

Stanley Sir John , 

Sir Thomas 

Sir William 

Sir Edward 
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Spring Chalybeate 
Thomas Mrs. 
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Traheam.ap Caradoc • 
Trawst Lady 
Trdawney Sir Henry . 
Warin dq Bivelie 
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Williams Richard, Rector 
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Wynne Sir George * * 
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SUBSCRIBERS NAMES- 



Bagnal Thomas, Esq. - 
Barker Francis Edge, Esq. - 
Bamston Colonel 
Baxter Robert, Esq. 
Bennett Samuel Nevett, Esq. 
Boydell John, Esq. 
Boydell James, Esq. - • 
Boydell Samuel, Esq. 
Brittain Robert, Esq. - 



Chester 

Chester . 

Chester . 

Chester 

Chester 

Trevallyn 

Rosset 

Manor Hail^ Hawardea 

Chteter . 
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SUBSCRIBERS NAMES. 


Brittain l^muel, Esq, 


Upton 


Buckley, Mr. Wine Merchant - 


- Chester 


Connah Mr. William - - - 


Chester 


' Cotgteave Sir John, Knight 


- Ch^ter 


Crewe Reveretid Charles 


• Longdon, Worcester 


Crewe Richard Glynne, Esq. 


- TamwOTth, Stafford 


Davies Mr. Land-surveyor 


MoUington 


Bavies Reverend T. M. - 


- Chester 


DoddMr.John - - 


Chester 


Duttoh William, Esq. 


- Lygan y wera 


Eatbn Revefend Joseph 


Chester 


Edwards Mr. 


- Halkin 


JEUis Mr. Edwani 


Hawarden 


Ewer J^mes, Esq. 


- Hc^ywell 


Eyton ReTerend Hope Wynne 


Leeswood 


Finchett John, Esq. - - 


- Chester 


Fletcher John, Esq. 


Chester 


Glynne the Honourable I^adyv six copies* 


- Hawarden Castle 


GlyiineMrs. - - - 


Chester 


GittinsMr. - - 


- Aston Hall 


Gorst Mr. William - - 


Stafford 


Hancock William, Esq. three- copies 


- Asten Bank 


Harris Nicholas, Esq'. - - - 


• Wellington 


Harrison Mr. George,' Paradise Row 


- Chester . 


ilarrison Thomas, Esq. - - 


-Saethaelwyd, Holywell 


Holland James, Esq. 


JLiv^rpool 


Hughes Mr. Thomas - 


- - Hawarden 


Husband Reverend John 


Buckley Parsonage 


Huxley Thomas, ^Esq* 


- - Tempte, London 


Jones Reverciid Hiigh, two copies 


Northop 


Jones Revereiid Henry, two copies - 


. -^ i Hawarden 


Jones Mrs. Gteor^ ' 


Mold 


Lhryd Richard, Esq. - - 


- Chester 


JM^dock Reverend Prebendary 


Chester 


Harriot Mr. 


- Hawarden Castle 


Palin Stephen, Esq. -. / : !- 


Chester 
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SUBSCniBERS NAMES. 



Pearson Mr. 

Pemberton Mr, John, ATchitect 

Pemberton Mr« James, Builder 

Poole James, Esq. 

Poole and Harding 

Read Mr. Samuel 

Richardson Mr. John - 

Rigby William, Esq* * 

Rigby John, Esq. 

Rigby Mk John, two copies - 

fioberts Mr. John 

Prescott Sir George 

Shore Miss 

Sraalley John, insq. 

Smith Charlies Eaq, - 

Smith Thomas, Esq. 

Speight Mr. Theoims - 

Stanton John, Esq. 

Thomas Honoratot Leigh, Esq. 

Thomas Mb. Josiafa ' 

Trigg Mr. Surgeoa 

Unwih Mm. 

Watkins Revieiciid John 

Weaver Mr. Snigeon 

Weatet Mr. WiUkm - 

Wedge Thomasi,. Bsq. 

Whittakers Mr; 

WhitteU Dr. # 

Whittingham Mr. 

Willett Reverend Weight - 

Williamson WiJHam^ Esq. 

Vright Mr. James 

Wynne Rev. Dn x - 



Liverpool 
Hertford . 
Holywdl 

rKUieyGf€6ii>Staffona 
Chester 
Uawarden 
Bake 
Hawarden 

Range Hoor, Stafford 
Hawarden 
Hawavden 

Hawixden 
Hawarden Heys 
Noithamptoa 
Chaiter 
Chester 

CborUoa 

Leiceartter Place, Loa. 
^ Chester 
Hawarden 
liverpool 
Sbrewsiniry 
Chester 
Ciiester 
Sealand 
Chester 
Chester 

Ifaifaj^defi Cnatle 
Waters Vptom, Salojp. 
GieenficM . 
Hawankn 
-Bangor, Caraarvoii. 
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"a IxiNTS^HURE FARMER'S FAIL 
ll^eginnir Giles. J°^^,^^\,^ftu^Ui^exiiTH nation., Tb* 

I ht^^ing V t,he Lime ^ ';^?'^^/. ^If^^/^'ln iLddhion 
fco W-^rlowg the farm the cieDt^or . qj ^i^ 

i-be gandy^TDft Foundry ^ , 1 ,ln^ to mon^y lendert, 
UiljtiPi ^15^ *as *t;^^^^ *',? r ^w that it^ lu 

fra.p.c^ of lo.u.. J^^^^^f^^/tL debtor st.linl tb.^ 

» reiver (Mr.^^^' m^i, Vi liiarted business v,aa a legacy 
^ the £S50 With whjnli A^jtart^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^^^^ 

kft urn bj Lm ^i^^^.^;,^^ ^,?^i^^^ 1887. became part 
upon bis rettremci^t f^^"^/^^^/|g.'|"^ bat the «pccm%^ , 

tiirei. y«R. The f »"'*«„', "? * ^. I,';,,' to a w«t 

t:''™Jlit°\^«r'dpU/««on"''^ v»f«e of hi. 
hatvest-tmne J^"^ , " *^c,Art ite first year. He 
live .U>ck J^^.,ti^\^J^^.ear rtn<.r He admitted 
bad lo*t sbout ^1?°^^^^!^^^ A^^ijj time in fisl^nf a^^d 
tb^t be h^^ Bpent much of his ^™^ ^ K . 

money lend ers. 
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